
Somalis celebrate ‘victory* attack 

MOGADISHU. (AEP) — Women and children joFned a demons! ra- 
. supporters of warned warlord Mohammad Farah Aideed here 
Sun^y celebrating “the victory" attack on a helicopter gunship in 
;wtncn taree American soldiers died. Leaders of General Aideed's 
Somali National Alliance (SNA) whipped the crowd up into a 
_ triumphal mood, describing Saturday's attack as revenge for the 
capture of Gen. Aideed's right-band man Osman Hassan Ali “Ato." 
Thre€ ..V,' S J ^oW^rewth the U.N. Operation in Somalia (UNOSOM) 
were killed when militiamen downed the helicopter Saturday, spark- 
mg ground fighting that wounded three other Americans and three 
"Pakistanis. Bui despite the crowd’s bravado, there was an air of 

■ nervous expectation waiting to see how the United Nations would 
..respond to the latest killings. Supporters said it was revenge for Mr. 
Osman Ato’s arrest, but they were now waiting to see how the U-N. 
.and Americans would react, The American forces were maintaining a 
silence, even after reports that jubilant Somalis had paraded the 
soldiers charred remains in Mogadishu Saturday. Recent attacks on 

■ U.N. forces blamed on Gen. Aideed's faction have resulted in 
U.S.-led reprisals. 
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PLO-lsratU teams to moot in Egypt 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli and Palestinian negotiators will meet in 
Egypt's Sinai desen for negotiations on the army's withdrawal from 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank town of Jericho, Israel Radio said 
Saturday. It said the talks would take place in either Taba on the Red 
Sea or AJ Arish on the Mediterranean. All other negotiations with the 
Palestinians would take place in Washington, where Israel ami the 
other Arab parties in the Middle East peace process — Lebanon, Syria 
and Jordan — would also continue to meet. A military team, headed 
by General Uzi Dayan, will negotiate the Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho, the radio said. Gen. Dayan. 46. is in charge of the 
army's planning department and a nephew of the late Israeli Defence 
Minister Moshe Dayan. Israel Radio said the veneu for the future 
negotiations between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) was discussed at Sunday's weekly cabinet meeting. Israel and 
the PLO must sign an agreement on the withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from Gaza and Jericho within two months of the implementation of 
the accord on self-rule which they signed in Washington on Sept. 13. 
Autonomy comes into effect on Ow. 13. 
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V : ^Minister heads 
v ,-5 team to U.N. 

- PARIS (Petra). — Minister of 
” State for Foreign Affairs Tal- 
-'e T-v/' al Sataan A1 Hassan Sunday 
'-/f : ’ left for New York at the head 
.'^of a Jordanian delegation to 
take part in the 48th U.N. 

: i General Assembly session. 

Mr. Hassan will meet with 
:-"L several Arab and Islamic 
■ ’-Jjforeign ministers, the U.N. 

" ;; 'j 1 secretary general and foreign 
/ministers of the United States 
i.y c and Russia. The minister will 

; discuss the Middle East peace 

" process and issues of mutual 

" 'i . e concern. 

; : Mubarak to visit 
: U.S. in October 

; ^.QAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
" “ will visit Washington ' next 

J ; s». month for talks with his U.S. 

" r ^ counterpart Bill Clinton on 
: ways to reinforce the Middle 
-"^.East peace process, officials 

* said Sunday. Mr. Mubarak 
will fly to the U.S. capital at 
the invitation of Mr. Clinton 

After starting his third term in 
- office on Oct. 13. Officials 
Bunion gave no specific date. 

I3n Knesset to lift 
-•-Deri’s Immunity 

vjt TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
•• - court trial on fraud charges 
•.*i- : .for Ary eh Deri, the ultra- 
• , orthodox religious Shas Party ' 

- :r Z leader, moved closer Sunday 
\\P as a committee of Israeli par- 

’ liamentarians called for his 
parliamentary Immunity to 
be lifted. The parliament's 
: house committee unanimous- 

. wl" ly backed lifting immunity 
from prosecution., for Mr. 
-‘“■.I/! Deri, who:, resigned as In- 
tenor minister on Sept. 8 
IT.." over allegations he embez-^ 
. . zled $300,000 from public 
. funds. A foil Knesset session 
’ \.iZi is now expected to rubber 
igtamp the committee decision 

‘tmi Oct. 12 . 

Israeli officials 
^ fears losing Jobs 

: TEL AVIV (AFP) — Scores 

- qf civil servants who adminis- 
ter Israel's occupation of the 
. ' JC Gaza Strip and the West 
■/ ' Bank demonstrated here 
Sunday, fearing they will be 
; out of work when Palestinian 
’■ '.j autonomy is launched: 
-.‘I! ‘CRabin don't forget the sol- 
r " efiers without uniform,” ab- 
, t out 200 protesters shouted 
VJ ; C’ outside Prime Minister Yit- 
jCcie: zhak Rabin’s office. 

Rabin seeks new 
: '/^Intelligence chiefs 

- tEL AVTV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak R»bm » 
looking for new heads tor tne 
StiinBcth and Mossad, 

■' Israel's domestic and foreign 
•' intelligence services, military 

- r- “ sdurces said Sunday. Mr. 
ij:' ■ Rabin, who is also defence 

teSiSStSE 

the top jobs, including army 
. generals, they said. 

"r* Yemen seeks better 
- v- ties with neighbours 

V ; SANAA (AP) — President 
AK Abdullah Saleh, ahen- 
ated from Gulf Arab states 

- - u because of his country's sym- 

Aatby for Iraq during the 
^ulf war, implied Sunday 
that he is willing to work for 
better ties with his neigb- 
hours. “We have exerted 
; efforts and will continue to 
' : exert them until Arab soli- 

’V : darity is regained, and will 

- continue our support for Pan- 
\ r Arab causes, led by the 

• Palestinian cause, " Mr. Saleh 
! r ' said. 

Kaddoumi could 
yyy meet Christopher 


- i'-' 


,tlV. 


. V.‘ 


i (AFP) — Palestine 
atton Organisation 
political chief Farouk 
turn said Sunday he 
neet with U.S. Secret- 
State Warren Christ- 
when he flies to. New 
d attend the opening of 
U.N. General Assem- 
ssion. But Mr. Kad- 
, the PLO’s “foreign 
sr,'* ruled out a meet- 
iitb Israeli Foreign 
cr Shimon Peres. Mr ; 
mi told AFP he would 
New York Monday. ' 


King strongly hints polls could be delayed 


Progress in efforts to improve ties! 
with Gulf states — except Kuwait 

Separation of religion from politics key 
to resolve conflict over Jerusalem 


Combined agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein has strongly signalled 
a likely postponement of Jor- 
dan's general elections sche- 
duled to be held on Nov. 8 to 
prevent the polls being turned 
into a battle between propo- 
nents and opponents of the 
autonomy agreement between 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

The King told western re- 
porters at a private dinner 
Saturday night that a decision 
would be made within the next 
few days on whether to pro- 
ceed with the election sche- 
duled for Nov. 8, 

“There is a likelihood ... of 
postponement for a limited 
period until matters clear up a 
little bit more and we know 
exactly where we all stand in 
the interests of cohesion within 
the country.” he said. 

“The possibility ... is either 


to proceed, or to postpone 
until things are dear or having 
it simultaneously with the ones 
(elections) in the occupied ter- 
ritories,", the King said. 

He said he expected to de- 
cide by Wednesday whether 
Jordan would postpone its par- 
liament elections because of 
confusion created by the unex- 
pected abrupt Israel-PLO 
agreement. 

In late August it became 
known that the PLO and Israel 
were getting ready to deal 
openly and directly with each 
other. 

“I really went into isolation 
for a good 24 hours, thinking it 
all over,” King Hussein said.. 
“Obviously, the shock is that 
they didn't tell us, although we 
provided the umbrella. * 

“But thank God, thinking ’ 
back, what has happened has 
happened and maybe it's for 
the better." 

He told the group of foreign 


reporters invited from around 
the Middle East that “I could 
have scuttled the deal very 
easily ... but then I don't think 
I would have been able to live 
with myself." 

He said he was convinced 
negotiations would move on 
between Israel and Syria and 
also with Lebanon, the other 
Arab party In talks aimed at 
reaching a comprehensive 
Middle East peace. 

King Hussein flatly rejected 
the idea that Palestinians could 
vote both in elections for the 
interim self-rule authority and 
for the Jordanian parliament. 

“They can't vote here and 
vote there at the same time." 
he said. 'The basic question is 
a personal choice for anyone 
whether they should go or 
stay." 

“There are many questions: 
Who will vote here? Who will 
vote there? who is ineligible to 
vote 'there? On a personal 



Decision to postpone elections 
by one year expected tomorrow 


choice: Who will choose to stay 
or go? .People can't vote here 
and there, so all this is still 
unclear," he said. 

The polls scheduled for 
November are Jordan's first 
multi-party elections for 37 
years, while elections to a 
Palestinian council are to take 
place next July under the 
braeli-PLO' accord on limited' 
autonomy. 

Asked if this meant that 
Palestinians voting in the occu- . 
pied territories would lose 
their Jordanian citizenship. 
King Hussein replied: “It 
(Ccmthmed on page 3) 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

‘ Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A decision to 
postpone parliamentary elec- 
tions scheduled for Nov. 8 is 
expected to be announced 
Tuesday, informed sources 
said Sunday. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the elections would be post- 
poned for one year upon the 
recommendation of the 
Cabinet to His Majesty King 
Hussein who would accept it 
and announce the decision to' 
put off the polls by a Royal 
Decree. 

The sources said the derision 
would be announced Tuesday 
before the deadline for the 
resignation of government 
(officials) planning to contest 
the polls, which falls on 
Wednesday. 

The Election Law stipulates 
that dvil servants planning to 
compete in the elections 
should resign one month be- 
fore the elections are held. It 
adds that a decision on the 
resignation should be issued 10 
days after its submission. If no 
decision rejecting the resigna- 


tion is issued within rhis 
period, the resignation will go 
into effect automatically. 

On Saturday, King Hussein 
told foreign correspondents 
that the elections might be 
postponed. 

“There is a likelihood ... of 
postponement for a limited 
period until matters clear up a 
little bit more and we know 
exactly where we all stand in 
the interests of cohesion within 
the country." the King said. 

The Reuter news agency 
said the King told foreign cor- 
respondents that he was con- 
cerned the election campaign 
could turn into a -contest be- 
tween opponents and propo- 
nents of the accord, thus creat- 
ing “rift between our peoples.” 

Jordanians have been di- 
vided down the middle on 
whether the elections should 
be postponed or not. Propo- 
nents of postponing the elec- 
tions fear that the PLO-Israel 
accord might become the ma- 
jor issue in the polls, oversha- 
dowing other issues according 
to which parliamentarians 
should be elected. 

They also say the polls 


should be postponed until the 
future of Palestinian displaced 
persons in Jordan is known — 
whether they will stay in the 
Kingdom or choose to return 
to the occupied territories and 
become citizens of another 
political entity. 

Jordanian officials have said 
they will not allow Jordanians 
of Palestinian origin to vote 
both in parliamentary elections 
here and elections for a self- 
rule council in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

The PLO-Tsrael accord says 
elections in the occupied terri- 
tories should be held no later 
than July 1994. 

Political parties and figures 
who support holding the elec- 
tions on the scheduled date say 
postponing the polls will hurt 
the democrat isation process 
and disrupt Jordan's image as 
model of democracy in the 
Arab World. They say demo- 
cracy should not be hatted ev- 
ery time a controversial issue 1 
emerges and the government 
should have faith in the peo- 
ple's ability to deal with the 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jordan will not accept Palestinian 
j*efngees from Syria and Lebanon 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 

AMMAN — Jordan, said Sun- 
day that It will not accept 
Palestinian refugees who live 
in Syria and Lebanon and that 
their 45-year-old plight was an 
international responsibility. 

Information Minister Maan 
Abu Nowar said the United 
States must help find’ an 
answer to the problem of the 
refugees, most of whom were 
forced out of their homes in 
British-mahdate Palestine 
when Israel was created in 
1948. 

Dr. Abu Nowar's comments 
follow unconfirmed reports 
that Syria and Lebanon plan- 
ned to expel Palestinian re- 
fugees from their territories 
once a settlement to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict is achieved. 

Dr. Abu Nowar told the 
Associated Press: “Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon will not 
be allowed to come to Jordan. 
... to burden Jordan further 
will be resisted strongly.” 

“To bring (them)- here ... 
will be imjiossible. ... it will be 
catastrophic for the area and 
then you will have turmoil in 
Jordan.” Dr. Abu Nowar said. 


The minister said Jordan 
could not shelter more re- 
fugees because “our land and 
our economy can not take it 
any more.” 

“The U.S. has to twist some 
arms,” he added, in an implicit 
call on the United States to 
intercede with Syria and Leba- 
non to allow Palestinian re- 
fugees to remain in their terri- 
tories. 

However, he said, many of 
the refugees will opt to stay in 
Lebanon and Syria. He did not 
elaborate, but it was an impli- 
cit reference to the roots that 
the refugees have built in those 
countries since their exile. 

Jordan hosts 1.2 million 
Palestinians who fled to the 
Kingdom in the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war. They reside in 11 
refugee camps across the coun- 
try. 

Additionally. . 600/000 
Palestinians have settled in 
Jordan from the 1948 conflict. 
They have been integrated into 
the Jordanian society. 

U.N. statistics show that at 
least 300.000 Palestinian re- 
fugees live in Syria and 325.000 
in Lebanon. The rest of the 
world's 5.5 million Palestinians 


are scattered around the 
world. 

It is not yet cleaT how many 
of them will be allowed to 
return to the West Bank and 
Gaza under an interim auton- 
omy accord signed by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and Israel on Sept. 
13. 

The accord calls for Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza and 
West Bank town of Jericho 
within six months to make the 
way. for a Palestinian self-rlile 
authority to assume control. 

The rest of the West Bank 
will remain under Israeli con- 
trol. The final status of the 
territories will be determined 
in negotiations starting not la- 
ter than the third year of 
autonomy. 

Israel has ruled out a mas- 
sive return of Palestinians to 
the occupied territories during 
the interim period. 

But PLO information chief 
Yasser Abed Rabbo said last, 
week that the organisation 
would seek to repatriate 
875,000 Palestinian whom he 
described as refugees from the 
1967 war. Almost all of them 
live in Jordan and Egypt, he 
said. 


Kremlin in compromise talks; 
Rutskoi vows ‘fight to death’ 


Combined agency dispatches 

MOSCOW — The Kremlin 
sent- a top strategist to St. 
Petersburg Sunday to explore 
compromise with powerful- 
leaders from Russia’s regions 
but the parliament hardliners 
here showed little readiness to 
back down in the political cri- 
sis. ..... 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Sergei Shakhrai, a close aide to 
President Boris Yeltsin, met 
with executive and legislative 
leaders from 60 regions who 
gathered in Russia’s Tsarist- 
era capital to discuss solutions 
to the deadlock. 

Mr. Shakhrai said after- 
wards "we am take a step 
forward” if the proposals from 
the assembly of regional offi- 
cials were ‘‘realistic." 

Another key Yeltsin aide. 
Mikhail Poltoranin, also met 
with the chief justice of the 
constitutional court and both 
meetings explored possibilities 
for holding early general elec- 
tions, a Moscow radio station 
and other sources said. 

But as the Kremlin put out 


feelers on making a deal on 
elections, leaders of the self- 
proci aimed rival government 
that remains holed up in the 
parliament building stuck to a 
hard tine that seemed to ex- 
clude any realistic comprom- 
ise. 

Ruslan Khasbulatov. the 
speaker of the Soviet-era par- 
liament that was dissolved by 
Mr. Yeltsin Tuesday, told ra 
porters that the president must 
reverse that decision before 
any compromise deal could be 
discussed. 

“The congress will study 
carefully the resolution of par- 
ticipants in St. Petersburg, but 
will not change its position," 
Mr. Khasbulatov said. 

He denounced deputies 
seeking compromise talks with 
the Kremlin, but Ramazan 
Abdulatipov. chairman of the 
parliament's chamber of 
nationalities, attended the St. 
Petersburg meeting and also 
said he favoured simultaneous 
elections. 

As he spoke, some 7.000 
hardline protesters brandishing 
red Soviet flags and anti- 


Yeltsin placards, stood outside 
the parliament which remained 
surrounded by security forces 
from a number of law- 
. enforcement agencies. 

Alexander Rutskoi. the rival 
Russian “president” appointed 
by parliament after its dissolu- 
tion. asserted the Kremlin was 
planning a provocation as a 
pretext for security forces to 
storm the parliament building. . 

“It’s better to die like a man 
than lie like a dog,” Mr. Ruts- 
koi said, adding that he and his 
supporters were “ready to fight 
to the death” if the parliament, 
or “White House” as it is 
called here, were stormed by 
security forces. 

He claimed the Kremlin 
planned to infiltrate a few pro- 
vocateurs into the parliament 

Mr. Yeltsin's bid for undis- 
puted control over the world's 
largest country was buttressed 
Saturday when finance minis- 
ters of the seven rightist pow- 
ers meeting in Washington 
squarely backed his efforts to 
create a free market society 
(see Inside). 


‘Would-be 
bomber’ 
killed 
in Gaza 

Combined agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— A suicide carbomb went off 
prematurely in the occupied 
Gaza Scrip Sunday and soldiers 
found the charred body of a 
Palestinian in the burnt-out 
wreck, the army said. No one 
else was hurt. 

A leaflet released by Islamic 
fundamentalists after the ex- 
plosion promised the attack 
was the first of many suicide 
attacks. 

Arab reports identified the 
dead man as Ashraf Mahadi, 
19. a tailor who had served two 
prison sentences. The car was 
found in the Sheikh A|lin 
neighbourhood of Gaza City, 
the army said. 

The army said the remnants 
of two pipe-bombs as well as 
canisters of bottled gas were 
found in the car's hull, disco- 
vered by a routine army patrol 
in Gaza City. 

Army radio said it was a 
suicide attack gone awry. Arab 
reports said the dead man was 
a member of the Muslim fun- 
damentalist Hamas organisa- 
tion. which has vowed to 
sabotage the recent Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO)-Israel agreement. 

The leaflet, published jointly 
by Hamas and the smaller Isla- 
mic Jihad group, vowed to 
cany out more such “vener- 
able suicidal operations against 
the Zionist eneipy.” 


Arafat: Independence in 3 years 


ANKARA (Agencies) — An 
"independent Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as its capital 
will be created within the next 
three years. Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat said 
at the end of a 24-hour official 
visit to Turkey. 

Mr. Arafat told journalists 
before leaving with nis wife for 
Tunis that before three years 
were up there would be discus- 
sions “about the final status 
which will lead to the indepen- 
dent Palestinian state and its 
capital Easr-Jenisaiem which 
we call Holy Jerusalem.” 

He welcomed the “political 
support” given by Turkey and 
its pledge to help reconstruct 
the basic infrastructure in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. “We are start- 


ing from zero.” he said. 

Ankara has pledged $2 mil- 
lion in aid to help finance the 
autonomy accord agreement 
for the autonomous Palestinian 
regions and will attend the 
Oct. 1 talks in Washington on 
aid for the agreement. 

Mr. Arafat said he was very 
pleased with the “friendly and 
brotherly” talks which he de- 
scribed as "positive, impor- 
tant. fruitful and constructive” 
with Turkish leaders. 

He said “when we went to 
Madrid (for the first round of 
peace talks) it was known from 
the beginning, including by the 
Syrians, that the Palestinians 
had two states (in mind). The 
first is the interim period stage 
and the second, the final stage 
while in the Arab tack lines 
there will be the final stage 


only. 

“$o what we have done is we 
have started the first stage.” he 
added. 

The agreement with Israel is 
“a first step in our long march 
to establish an independent 
Palestinian state... which will 
be federated with Jordan in 
accord with the free will of the 
two peoples.” Mr. Arafat said. 

He said Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad told him in an 
earlier discussion that Mr. 
Assad was neither for nor 
against the agreement because 
it “belongs to the Palestinian 
people and the leadership." 

Questioned on the Israeli 
foreign minister's call on Arab 
countries to end the state of 
war and their embargo against 
(Continued on page 3) 


Peres wants end to war, boycott 


Combined agency dispatches 

TEL AVIV — Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres, before leav- 
ing Israel for the U.N. General 
Assembly opening on Monday 
in New York, called on Arab 
countries to end their state of 
war and trade boycott against 
Israel. 

“Today the end of the 
boycott is not enough,” Mr. 
Peres told Israel Television on 
Saturday night. ‘We must in 
my opinion make a supreme 
effort at least to end the state 
of war.” 

Mr. Peres also said that it 
was up to Syria to break, the 
deadlock in the peace talks 
between the two countries. 

“If until now I said several 


times that Israel has to be 
mainly on the giving side, the 
time has come for the Arab 
states to be on the giving side,” 
Mr. Peres told Israel Televi- 
sion. 

Mr. Peres’ remarks were in 
line with recent signals that 
Israel wants to concentrate for 
now on implementing the 
autonomy agreement with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Mr. Peres said now that 
Israel bad signed an agreement 
with the PLO it was time for 
Arab states to end hostilities. 

“All the Arab states gave us 
the cold shoulder because of 
the Palestinian problem,” Mr. 
Peres said. “Finally we have 
begun to solve the Palestinian 


problem.” 

Mr. Peres will take part in an 
international conference on 
Oct. 1 in Washington aimed at 
raising billions of dollars to 
help implement the Israel-PLO 
deal. 

He is due to addrerss the 
General Assembly on Tues- 
day. Mr. Peres said he would 
also meet with about 40 other 
foreign ministers and heads of 
state. 

He said no talks were sche- 
duled with his Syrian counter- 
part Farouk A1 Sharaa but 
added: “I am prepared to meet 
with anyone." 

The United States warned 
on Friday against expecting a 
quick breakthrough between 
Israel and Syria. 


Journalist held for ‘slandering’ security court 


By Sana Atiyeb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
journalist covering the Muta 
University trial at the State 
Security Court was arrested in 
front of the courthouse on Sun- 
day on changes of slandering 
the court. 

Ramadan Rawashdeh. a re- 
porter for A1 Ahali weekly, 
was detained by policemen 
outside the court, eyewitnesses 
and judicial sources said. 

“Rawashdeh had slandered 
die State Security Court by 
oying to cast doubts on the 
neutrality, independence and 
integrity of this court," a milit- 
ary judicial source told the 
Jordan Times on condition of 
anonymity. 

The source referred to an 
article Mr. Rawashdeh wrote 


in A! Ahali on Sept. 20. where 
a sub-headline read: "Court 
delays referring defendants to 
doctors." 

Mr. Rawashdeh wrote that 
the defence in the trial, where 
10 men are accused of trying to 
assassinate His Majesty King 
Hussein, had motioned the 
court that doctors and 
psychiatrists conduct tests on 
some of the defendants to de- 
tect any signs of torture. 

The defence alleges that the 
defendants, five of whom were 
students at the Muta Universi- 
ty, a military academy south of 
Amman, were tortured during 
their detention at the General 
Intelligence Department- 
(GID). The reporter wrote 
that the defenoe request had 
not been implemented. 

What appeared to have 
annoyed the court, however, 
was the headline, which the 


judicial source described as 
"slander against the court.” 

The sources said they were 
also provoked by Mr. Rawash- 
deh on Sunday when he stood 
outside the court with a pla- 
card which read that the couit 
would not allow him inside the 
hearings and calling the move 
“unjust.” 

The security officers at the 
gates of the military court on 
Saturday prevented the jour- 
nalist from going into the 
building after they withdrew 
his entry permit. He apparent- 
ly tried to enter the court again 
on Sunday when the order for 
his detention was made by 
Major Mohannad Hijazi. who 
is prosecuting the Muta trial 
(see page 10). 

Before Mr. Rawashdeh's 
arrest, A1 Ahali sent a letter to 
Minister of Information Ma’an 
Abu Nowar protesting against 


the court's banning of the re- 
porter from attending the trial, 
saying it was as a violation of 
the Press and Publications 
Law. which guarantees the 
journalists the right of access 
to information. The paper 
asked the minister to intervene 
and allow its reporter to attend 
the trial. 

AI Ahali. a mouthpiece for 
the left-wing Jordan People's 
Democratic Party (Hashd), 
issued a statement on Sunday 
calling on “all forces con- 
cerned with democracy, hu- 
man rights and public free- 
doms, to raise their voices 
against the arrest and to call 
for Ramadan Rawashdeh's im- 
mediate release.” 

Mohammad Farhan. a editor 
of the weekly, told the Jordan 
Times that the military pro- 
secution had no right to arrest 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Arab states 
revive idea for 
large joint army 


By Nadini Kawash 

Age nee France Presse 

ABU DHABI — Wealthy 
Gulf Arab states are once 
more toying with the idea of 
creating a large joint army to 
redress the military imba- 
lance in the region and coun- 
ter potential threats from 
neighbouring Iran and Iraq, 
defence sources in the Gulf 

say. 

However, the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states, the riches; but mili- 
tarily weakest in the region, 
say they will press ahead with 
plans to bolster their defence 
capabilities before embarking 
on such a costly project. 

The 100.000-strong joint 
army, proposed by Oman af- 
ter the end of the Gulf war in 
February 1991. is expected to 
be discussed by GCC army 
chiefs of staff when they meet 
in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) early next month. 
Military sources said the 
| participants would prepare a 
report on such a force and 
other issues related to de- 
fence cooperation to be pre- 
sented to their defence minis- 
ters, who will meet in Abu 
Dhabi at a later date. 

“The proposal for setting 
up a joint force is gaining 
momentum," a Gulf military 
source said. “The project will 
be discussed by the chiefs of 
staff and the defence minis- 
ters and recommendations 
would then be put forward to 
the GCC summit in De- 
cember. ” 

Oman floated the idea af- 
ter proposed post-war secur- 
ity measures in the Gulf bog- 
j ged down because of Iranian 
! opposition to the presence of 
< Syrian and Egyptian forces 
l and its insistence on partid- 
] peting in such measures. 

Such opposition and re- 
servations by some members 
prompted Egypt and Syria to 
pull out their estimated 
7S.000 troops, who had 
joined a U.S.-dominated in- 
ternational coalition in eject- 
ing Iraqi forces from Kuwait. 

But the Omani proposal 
began to lose momentum 
when Kuwait and other GCC 
ramben; opted for bilateral 
defence parts with their Gulf 
war allies, the United States, 
Britain. France and other 
countries. 

Renewed Iraqi threats and 
worsening ties between the 
GCC and Iran apparently en- 
couraged Oman to revive the 
idea last month. Senior milit- 
| ary officers from the sultan- 


ate and the UAE discussed 
the proposed force when they 
visited several member states 
over the past few weeks, de- 
fence sources said. 

GCC Secretary General 
Sheikh Fahim A1 Qassimj 
underscored GCC fears of 
Iran and Iraq at a press con- 
ference in Washington on 
Friday after talks with U.S. 
officials. 

“Iraq is still refusing to 
implement U.N. Security 
Council resolutions," he said. 
“It is also still harbouring 
hostile intentions against its 
neighbours/' 

He said Iran must resolve 
its island dispute with the 
UAE and stop interfering in 
GCC internal affairs if it 
wants better relations. “But 
it seems Iran is not serious/' 
be added. 

Despite a steep decline in 
oil revenues, GCC states 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain. Oman and 
Qatar are allocating billions 
of dollars for defence purch- 
ases, mostly from the West. 

They cover sophisticated 
aircraft, tanks, missiles and 
anti-submarine helicopters, 
which appear to be in re- 
sponse to Iran's acquisition of 
two Russian-built sub- 
marines. 

Military sources said such 
purchases were estimated at 
around S5 billion a year and 
would extend beyond the 
turn of the century. 

The United States and 
other Western powers have 
encouraged the GCC to press 
on with the joint force, de- 
tails of which have not been 
revealed. But defence 
sources believe a token GCC 
force, the 15,000-strong Peni- 
nsula Shield, could be a nuc- 
leus for the joint army. 

Mr. Qassimi said the secur- 
ity measures being consi- 
dered by the GCC included 
individual defence treaties 
with the West, cooperation 
with Syria and Egypt, and the 
joint army. 

“The third concept envis- 
ages a deterrent force to be 
preceded by strengthening 
the capabilities of each GCC 
member," he said. 

Before the 1990 Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. GCC states 
had around 160.000 troops, 
300 warplanes and more than 
1,000 tanks. 

The focus of their plans is 
aircraft to offset a shortage in 
troops after the air force 
proved to be a decisive factor 
in the allied victory against 
Iraq. 


Iran vows 
to defend 
disputed 
islands 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran's navy 
commander has vowed Satur- 
day to defend his country's 
sovereignty over three 
strategic Gulf islands at the 
centre of a dispute with the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

The official Iranian news 
agency IRNA quoted R< 
Admiral Ali Shamkani as 
saying the islands were “an 
integral pan of the country's 
sovereignty ...and keeping 
them would be as important 
and as inevitable as safe- 
guarding the government." 

UAE officials were quoted 
on Monday as saying that the 
UAE might refer the dispute 
over the islands to the World 
Coun. 

Last year the UAE accused 
Iran of virtually annexing the 
island of Abu Musa. “run 
jointly by Iran and the UAE 
emirate of Sharjah under a 
1971 deal, after Iran expelled 
third country' nationals work- 
ing on the UAE side of the 
island. 

Talks over the dispute col- 
lapsed last September after 
the UAE reasserted its claim 
to the Greater and Lesser 
Tunb islands which were 
seized by Iran in 1971. 

The two sides were due to 
resume talks in Tehran this 
month but the UAE's minis- 
ter of state for foreign affairs. 
Sheikh Hamdan Ben Zayed 
A! Nahayan. called off the 
visit when Iran rejected any 
link between Abu Musa and 
the other two islands. 

Adm. Shamkhani also said 
the Western military pre- 
sence in the Gulf threatened 
security and was designed to 
control the oil-rich region. 

“The presence of Wester- 
ners in the 'Persian* Gulf, 
under whatever pretext, is a 
violation of international reg- 
ulations and a serious threat 
to the security of the region 
and that of regional stares." 
Adm. Shamkhani said. 

He said two submarines 
which Iran bought from Rus- 
sia would only be used for 
self defence “so there is no 
need for regional countries to 
worry." 

Western military sources 
have expressed concern ab- 
out Iran’s recent acquisition 
of the Kilo-class submarines 
from Russia.. 

The United States recently 
sent an attack submarine to 
the Gulf for manoeuvres to 
send a signal to Iran that the 
threat would be countered. 

A French submarine ar- 
rived in the Gulf Saturday. 



‘COEXISTENCE': A Palestinian woman is 
seated next to Israeli soldiers in Arab East 
Jerusalem Saturday during the *'Yom Kippur" 


holiday. Israel shut itself off and scaled off the 
occupied territories to mark the day in isolation 
(AFP photo! 


Argentine 
troops 
in Cyprus 

LARNACA (AP) — Argen- 
tine soldiers began arriving in 
Cyprus Saturday to serve as 
peacekeepers alongside British 
troops, their enemies in the 
Falkland* war II years ago. 

They join a badly depleted 
force that had fallen to just 
under l.(XX) men. half the size 
of two years ago and inadequ- 
ate to patrol the 180- 
kilometres buffer zone that 
splits the island. 

The 373 Argentinians will 
partially replace 514 soldiers 
withdrawn in June by Canada, 
which said it was exasperated 
with lack of progress towards a 
solution of the Cyprus 
problem. 

The first group of 73 soldiers 
landed at Larnaca airport and 
was greeted by the British chief 
of staff of the U.N force in 
Cyprus. Brigadier Richard 
Lam he. 

"Buenos Dias." he told the 
soldiers standing on the tar- 
mac. who wore camouflage 
fatigues and the sky-blue be- 
rets’ of U.N. peacekeepers. 

The arriving Argentine 
troops declined' to speak to 
reporters, saying they had 
been told not to make no com- 
ments to the press. 

But their commander. Col- 
onel Juan Manuel Durante, 
sought to plav down any possi- 
ble 'friction between his men 
and Britain's nearly 6(111 
peacekeepers. 

“The British are soldiers and 
we respect soldiers." Mr. 
Durante told reporters. “I do 
not expect any trouble, on the 
contrary." 

Argentina invaded the Brit- 
ish-held Falkland Islands, 
which it calls the Malvinas, on 
April 2. 1982. 


Cdssrt ruling partial victory for U.S. government 


By Corinne Jaquet 

The Associated Press 

GENEVA — In a partial vic- 
tory for the U.S. government, 
a court has ruled that an esti- 
mated S10 million in foods 
from the secret sales of U.S. 
arms to Iran should remain 
blocked in Swiss bank 
accounts. 

Geneva’s civil court threw 
out appeals by retired Air 
Force Major General Richard 
Secord andjiis business part- 
ner Albert' Hakim that the 
accounts should be unfrozen. 
It cast doubt on Gen. Secord's 
and Mr. Hakim's ownership 
claims. 

The ruling, obtained by the 
Associated Press Friday, 
brought the U.S. government 
one step closer to recovering 
the funds in what has become a 
protracted battle at all levels of 


the complex Swiss legal 
system. 

Washington earlier this 
week filed new lawsuits in adv- 
ance of a Sept- 21 deadline by 
the Swiss to validate its own- 
ership cl aim to the money, 
blocked in three Geneva banks 
since 1986. 

The U.S. Justice Depart- 
ment daims the funds are pro- 
ceeds from the arms sales to 
Iran and so belong to the U.S. 
government- It says Gen. 
Secord and Mr. Hakim re- 
ceived the foods while working 
as government agents and so 
have no claim to the money. 

Gen. Secord and Mr. Hakim 
were asked by former Reagan 
administration aide Oliver 
North to carry out the arms 
shipments to Iran as part of the 
U.S. bid to win the freedom of 
U.S. hostages in Lebanon. 
They did this via foreign shell 


corporations and Swiss bank 
accounts. 

Some of the proceeds were 
diverted to finance the contra 
rebels fighting the Sandinista 
government in Nicaragua at a 
time when Congress had ban- 
ned direct U.S. military aid. 

The U.S. government has 
been forced to take its case 
through the civil courts since 
the Swiss supreme court re- 
jected its case on procedural 
grounds last March. However, 
the court agreed to a U.S. 
request that the money should 
stay blocked temporarily. 

In a judgment dated Sept. 
16, the Geneva court ruled 
Gen. Secord's and Mr. 
Hakim's appeals against the 
freezing order were inadmiss- 
able because of the doubts 
about their daims to own- 
ership. 

The court based its decision 


on testimony by Geo. Secord 
in the United States that he did 
not intend to profit from the 
Iran arms sales or to use the 
proceeds -for personal pur- 
poses. 

The court said Mr. Hakim’s 
•daim to the funds was invalid be- • 
cause of the “dvil agreement” 
between the businessman and 
the government in which he 
recognised the government’s 
right to the arms sales pro- 
ceeds. Mr. Hakim subsequent- 
ly argued that this agreement 
was extra-judiciary and so did 
not count. 

Gen. Secord pleaded miilty 


3 pie 

in November 1989 to a felony 
count of lying to Congress dur- 
ing the investigation of the 
Iran-contra scandal. Mr. 
Hakim pleaded guilty to a mis- 
demeanor of supplementing 
Colonel North’s salary. 


Kurdish rebels defy 
Turkish military drive 

By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 

VAN. Turkey — Kurdish re- must inform the police what 

thejy will do and where they 


beLs are keeping up hit-and- 
run attacks in east and south- 
east Turkey, defying sus- 
tained Turkish land and air 
assaults on their hideouts. 

More than I. MX) people 
have been killed in the region 
since May 24 when the Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) cal- 
led off a two-month unilater- 
al ceasefire unrecognised by 
Ankara. 

Armed Forces Chief 
General Dogan Gures de- 
clared this month that he 
would snuff out the PKK’s 
nine-year-old revolt next 
spring, when new- anti-guer- 
rilla forces of 60.00(1 enlisted 
soldiers and 15. (XXI police 
commandos are due to go 
into action. 

Gen. Gures and other Tur- 
kish leaders have made such 
promises in the past, but the 
deadlines have come and 
gone without any sign that 
military force can quench the 
fire in the mountains. 

“They will never finish the 
PKK this way." said a muni- 
cipal official in the eastern 
town of Dogubeyazit. gestur- 
ing towards Mount Agri 
(Ararat), a frequent target of 
Turkish air raids. "The only 
thing they will finish is their 
own' budget.” 

Tanks 'rumble alone the 
road between the eastern 
towns of Van and Tatvan. 
Military posts dot the route 
which winds through hills 
overlooking the shimmering 
blue-green waters of Lake 
Van. 

The charred hulk of a pas-, 
senger bus blocks half the 
road in a well-wooded valley 
where rebels scrambled down 
the mountain slopes to set up 
a flying roadblock earlier this 
month. 

Tatvan District Governor 
Mehmet Gunaydin said the 
rebels had briefly lectured 
passengers on (he Kurdish 
cause before setting fire to 
the bus and fleeing as 
armoured vehicles 
approached. 

The PKK snatched four 
French tourists from a tour 
bus held up near the same 
spot in daylight on July 24. 
The hostages trudged around 
the mountains for 17 days 
before their release. 

The PKK. which has 
abducted and freed 16 Wes- 
terners since July, has repe- 
atedly warned tourists to stay 
away from the region, saving 
they indirectly fond the Tur- 
kisn military. 

“Any tourist group can 
come nere.” Mr.' Gunaydin • 
told reporters. “But they 


will go so that we can provide 
escorts." 

He acknowledged that the 
avowedly Marxist, separatist 
PKK had some backing 
among the townspeople of 
Tatvan. 

"Some people support 
them, others fear them. Boys 
and girls aged 10 to 20 have 
been going to the mountains 
to join them, especially from 
1990 to 1992. I don't know 
how many." 

He said rebels ambushed a 
police minibus in the town a 
month ago. one of half a 
dozen recent attacks in the 
Tatvan district. 

The PKK has mounted few 
big se (piece assaults on Tur- 
kish military posts since it lost 
important bases in northern 
Iraq a year ago. but has 
shown this year that it can 
still strike on a smaller scale 
in a dozen eastern and south- 
eastern provinces. 

Turkish generals said last 
year that the cross-border op- 
eration. in which Turkish 
forces combined with Iraqi 
Kurdish guerrillas against the 
PKK. had “broken the 
spine" of the group. 

Some Turkish officials 
maintain that the PKK is 
simply an international ter- 
rorist organisation backed by 
Syria. Iran, Iraq and Arme- 
nia. They accuse European 
countries of giving the PKK 
their tacit blessing to keep 
Turkey weak and divided. 

“Countries like Britain. 
France and Germany don't 
want Turkey to develop ot 
join the European Commun- 
ity." said van Provincial 
Governor Mahmut Yilbas. 
“The West is cutting the 
branch it's sitting on/ 

“The sources of (PKK) ter- 
rorism are mostly foreign, 
especially Armenian and Sy- 
rian." he said. 

The PKK certainly has Sy- 
rian Kurds within its ranks 
and it is not impossible that it 
has forged links with Arme- 
nians. but local Kurdish offi- 
cials say its main powerbase 
is inside Turkey. 

“The more the state sends 
tanks, helicopters and troops 
to the region, the more the 
PKK's support grows." said 
one town mayor in Bitlis pro- 
vince. He asked not to be 
named. 

“I'm a Kurd, but I don't 
support the PKK's demands 
andf I'm against the use of 
weapons. There is a Kurdish 
problem in Turkey which 
needs a democratic, not a 
military, solution." he said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. ambassador holds talks with Kaddoutni : 

TUNIS (AFP) — U S Ambassador John MaeCirtbj ha heftf 
talks with the Palestine Liberation Organisation fPLCJJ ' 
foreign affairs chief Farouk Kaddumi on the bnwli-PUJ 
agreement, the Palestinian news agency WAFA reported. Mr, 
McCarthy met Mr. Kaddoomi, who refused to sign tfo 
ground-breaking agreement in Washington earlier this month, 
in the PLO leader’s office in Tunis Saturday evening, WAFft* 
said. The news agency reported that Mr. MacCarthy con- 
firmed Washington’s desire to hold talks with the 
leadership, while Mr. Kaddoumi pressed for the United Stun 
to recognise the movement “officially”. The U.S. Suit 
Department resumed contact with the PLO in the run-up to * 
the signing of the Iwael-PLO accord on Sept. 13 after bn& 
broken off relations over a Palestinian attack on an taaQ ' 
beach in 1990. - V 

Egyptian suspects to be checked tor tortwrv 

CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian military coun ordered exam* 
tions Saturday for li militants who stripped to show brunet 
they said were inflicted during torture, security sources Midi 
The men were among 55 men on trial for trying to restart tft* 
Jihad (holv struggle) militant group, the sources said. It 
the second time defendants charged with belonging to the 
group have been examined by doctors after they said they had 
been tortured. Earlier this month, a military court m Alexan- 
dria trying another batch of men referred 19 defendants fof 
examination. Lawyers representing two of the defendants a 
Saturday’s hearing petitioned to have charges dropped eg 
grounds the arrests and searches of their clients had violated 
police procedure. The lawyers also told the military court that 
confessions had been extracted from their clients under durcai 
and torture. 

Abu Dhabi destroys 30 tonnes of fish 

ABU DHABI (R) — Authorities in the United Arab Emirate* 
(UAE) emirate of Abu Dhabi Saturday destroyed 30 tonnes of 
fish whicb were poisoned by chemicals. The official Emirates 
news agency WAM quoted Ali Mansouri. head of the 
fishermens' association, as saying the fish stocked at the fob 
market were destroyed after samples were found to be 
contaminated. It did not name the contaminants. On Tuesday, 
Abu Dhabi authorities warned residents against eating or 
catching fish m the Gulf waters after they found mercury, 
arsenic, lead and cadmium in dead fish, dolphins, turtles and 
seagulls off the coast. It did not say where the substance may 
have come from. Newspapers on Saturday quoted officials 
Aba Dhabi as saying investigations were under way to 
determine the cause of the contamination. They said two 
British scientists have arrived in Abu Dhabi to help in the 
probe. 

Iraq to shut down southern African embassies . 

HARARE (AP) — Iraq is shutting down ali but one of its 
embassies in sub-Saharan Africa for financial reasons, an Iraqi 
official said. Issam Mahdoub, Iraq's ambassador in 25m-. • 
babwe, cited U.N. economic sanctions against his government 
as die mam reason for the closures. Iraq will maintain its 
diplomatic mission in Kenya, but embassies in Chad. Senegal 
and Zimbabwe will close over the next few weeks, he said in • 
statement. Diplomatic relations with the three nations will be 
maintained by Kenya-based envoys. Trade and aid embargoes 
imposed during the Gulf war have left Iraq with severe 
financial constraints and shortages of food and medicine at 
home. Mr. Mahdoub said. Iraq closed its embassy in Tanzania 
in 1991. The Iraqi mission in Zambia was closed last year after 


the government there accused Iraq of funding Zambian 
opposition groups, including ex- President Kenneth Kaunda's 
United National Independence Party. Mr. Kaunda, who 


forged close ties with Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein and 
attempted to mediate in the Gulf conflict, was ousted in. 
elections in October 1991. 


fw 


Afghan Mujahedeen office in Saudi to close 

DUBAI (R) — The Afghan Mujahedeen are shutting down a 
liaison office in Saudi Arabia, which bankrolled the tighten 
who toppled Kabul's communist-backed government in April 
1992. The Saudi Press Agency carried a statement from the 
Afghan Mujahedeen office saying the office would close on 
Sunday for the sake of unity. Mujahedeen factions have been 
battling among themselves for power since the Soviet-backed 
government fell. The statement thanked the kingdom for 
support “with people, money... and defending the rights of the 
Muslim Afghan people with all its strength." Saudi Arabia was 
a main supporter of the Afghan guerrillas in their 14-year 
rebellion against the former regime. It helped assure arms for 
the struggle and provided relief supplies for Afghan refugees 
and millions of dollars in financial aid. 

16 killed in Algerian unrest" 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Eight Muslim fundamentalists were., 
IciUed by security forces in an operation that followed the - 
killuig of five members of a patrol, the authorities announced 
Saturday. The incidents rook place Thursday, the security 
services Mid but released no details of the attack against the 
patrol in Saula in the western outskirts of Algiers. Two Islamic 
militants were killed Tuesday in ‘Ain Defia in the west of 
Algiers while a third was killed in Tebessa. in the east of the 
country, the authorities said. 

Security forces kill eight in southern Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — - Security forces have killed eight bandits 
s f? eT J 1 others m a surprise operation m southern 
^ yhan re P 0I 1 ed : The soldiers also confiscated 
rh^Shlr r ^^TES? 5 d r u £ ng Frida y‘s 20-hour sweep in 
th^f^OO ° f K !£ nan P ro «nce, it said. More i 
than 100 bandits and drug traffickers have been killed in, ’ 

raon£ Wlth law enf oieement troops in Kerman in the past few 
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FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
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Affairs officials at King Abdullah Masque in 
Amman (Petra photo) 


Prime Minister -Abdul Saiam AS Majali Sunday 
, -Wets with Ministry of Avqaf ant) Rf^gious 

| Majali urges cooperation with 
Islamic African, Asian nations 
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. AMMAN , (Petra) — Prime 
Minister' Abdul Saiam At Ma- 
jali Sunday urged the Ministry 
of Awqaf and its affiliated de- 
partments' to help Islamic Afri- 
can and Asian countries spread 
- Islamic teachings. 

He said Jordan's coopera- 
' tion with Islamic nations in 
V Asia and Africa in this area 
'..should be conducted through 
■c-. and in coordination with the 
ministry of .awqaf. 

Dr. Majali was speaking at a 
. meeting held at the King 
:■ Abdullah Mosque in Abdali, 
.'^attended by Minister of Awqaf 
".and Islamic Affairs Abcul 
- Saiam Al Abbadi and directors 


of the awqaf department. 

Referring to the zakat fund 
(Islamic income tax). Dr. Ma- 
jaii said that the ministry, 
which supervises the fund, 
should re-examine the way in 
which it offers financial help to 
the poor. 

Referring to administrative 
procedures. Dr. Majaii urged 
the ministry staff to cut down 
on routine work and facilitate 
procedures. 

The government is going 
ahead with decentralisation 
which, he said, aimed at in- 
volving the local community in 
decision-making in coopera- 
tion with the governors. 


Centralisation, said the 
prime minister, tends ro im- 
pede the work of the govem- 
rrfent and its various ministries. 

Referring to the work of 
mosque preachers, he said that 
Friday sermons should tackle 
religious issues and matters of 
concern to the public, and 
should help find solutions to 
problems in spiritual and secu- 
lar matters. 

The prime minister toured 
an exhibition held at the mos- 
que displaying shrines of the 
Companions of the Prophet 
Mohammad. Al Aqsa Mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock in 
Jerusalem. 




New labs to diagnose 
diseases, food poisoning 


■: •• AMMAN (Petra) — The crea- 
ks ; tion of advanced central labor- 
; atones for the diagnosis of 
rt ■ diseases or food poisoning is 
: - underway, announced Health 
• “ ! Minister Abdul Rahim MaJhas 
jSunday. 

: - Thifr. is part of ongoing 

\r ■ efforts by tbe ministry to help 
m • control the quality of medicai- 
: management, a field which is 
; relatively new in Jordan, but : 
j. ' which is of great importance, 
& said the minister in an opening 
m address at the first conference 
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to be held in Jordan on quality 
control of bio-chemical analy- 
sis'. 

The conference, organised 
in Jordan by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in coop- 
eration with the health minis- 
try, is attended by delegates 
from Jordan and 10 other Near 
Eastern nations. 

The three-day event is sche- 
duled to review research pap- 
ers on WHO’s role in develop- 
ing national laboratories. 


laboratory technology, prog- 
rammes to ensure quality con- 
trol in laboratory work and 
other relevant topics. 

MeanwhDe, Dr. Malhas re- 
quested the media not to pub- 
lish any health-related adver- 
tisements without first obtain- 
ing the written approval of the 
health ministry 

The ministry’s request fol- 
lows an advertisement placed 
by food importing companies 
about cholestrol-free meat. 


Princess Basma calls for balance 
between natural resources, population 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma Sunday called for striking a 
balance between national re- 
sources and population. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a symposium on birth 
spacing. Princess Basma said 
Jordan has approved a national 
birth spacing programme 
which is based on tenets com- 
patible with the teachings of 
Islam. 

The Princess said the aver- 
age population growth rate in 
Jordan is 3.4 per cent, one of 
the highest worldwide. 

She noted that the natural 
growth rate has increased as a 
result of population growth 
and the successive migrations 
of people to Jordan. 

Princess Basma stressed the 
importance of the birth spacing 
programme, saying it seeks to 
ensure conformity between hu- 
man and economic resources 
as a prelude to achieving ba- 
lanced social development. 

The Princess called for 
speeding up work on formulat- 
ing the national population 


strategy, noting thst it will be a 
great help to development 
planners and decision makers. 

Labour Minister Khalid Al 
Ghzawi said the national birth 
spacing programme is one of 
the activities of the national 
population committee, adding 
that it can contribute to ex- 
panding medical services to 
cover maternal and child 
health. 

He stressed the importance 
of human resources in compre- 
hensive development. 

Mr. Ghzawi said that Jordan 
has exceeded the normal glob- 
al population growth rate and 
he highlighted the direct rela- 
tion between growth rate and 
income levels. 

The rapid population growth 
rate and the significant in- 
crease in the labour force 
makes it difficult, if not im- 
possible. to ease problems of 
unemployment and poverty, 
said the minister. 

Secretary General of the 
National Population Commit- 
tee Nabih Salameh said the 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Sunday addresses the opening of a symposium on birth 
sparing and mother and child care (Petra photo) . 


programme is important be- 
cause health affects the fabric 
of family and society. 

He said that Islamic law and 
other monotheistic faiths have 
called for allowing the mother 


and child enough time for care 
through birth spacing. 

Mr. Salameh stressed the 
importance of health education 
in achieving the goals of the 
birth spacing programme. 


Awqaf Minister Abdul 
Saiam Al Abbadi lauded the 
programme for its observance 
of the various religious, educa- 
tional. health and psychologic- 
al dimensions. 


Karak to get mill, 
slaughterhouse 


KARAK (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Supply has decided to set 
up a flour mill in Karak gov- 
emorate at an expected cost of 
JD 12 million, in addition to a 
poultry slaughterhouse and re- 
frigerated warehouse at an 
overcall cost of JD 8 million. 
Minister of Supply Radi Ibra- 
him announced Sunday. 

The ministry is also planning 
to build supply warehouses in 
the southern Jordan Valley 
area, south of the Dead Sea for 
the benefit of residents there, 
the minister said at an open 
meeting held in Karak. 

The meeting was attended 
by the ministers of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment. Water and Irriga- 
tion, Transport. Communica- 
tions and Postal Affairs and 
Public Works and Housing, 
who briefed the local audience 
on various projects. 

Mr. Ibrahim said plans have 
also been made to set up poul- 
try slaughterhouses in Amman 
and Irbid. 

Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Khalaf Hawaii 
outlined the road repair cam- 


paign underway in the Karak 
governorate and said a tender 
has been floated for the con- 
struction of a four-lane road 
linking Karak with Oatraneh. 
east of Karak. 

He said the ministry plans to 
connect the road linking the 
southern regions of the Jordan 
Valley with Al Shafa through a 
modern network. 

Referring to housing, he 
said, the Housing Corporation 
is studying the construction of 
7.500 units in Jordan of which 
750 will be built in Karak 
governorate. 

At the outset of the meeting. 
Karak Governor Khalaf 
Mahasneh discussed the pro- 
jects assigned for the gove mo- 
rate, including the sports sta- 
dium in Karak City. 

The mayor addressed the 
meeting urging the concerned 
departments to speed up the 
construction of the cultural 
centre and to find solutions to 
the traffic congestion problems 
in the city. 

Notables and heads of local 
councils in the Karak area 
attended the meeting. 


King hints at delaying polls 


(Continued from page I) 

; doesn't necessarily mean that 
; at all. We are talking about 
dual nationality at some 

■ ! stage." 

■ ; . Jordan has floated the idea 
-r'~ r ; of dual nationality for Palesti- 
' mans within Arab countries. 

- ! Jordanian officials say such a 

; move would have to be a col- 

. ; Active decision by the Arab 

. • League. 

On proposals for a 
; Palestiman-Jordanian confed- 
; eration, the Monarch said that 
"talks should start soon, but 

■ -•> final linkage can’t start until 

■ .*■* ; there is .a Palestine." 

- ; Turning to what sort of ties 

-:*■ ■ the envisioned Palestinian 
k state would have with Jordan, 
T-. : .the 57-year-old Monarch said: 

* "The idea is confederation 
; — or any other name — but it 
'■is something that the Palesti- 
^ ' nian side seems to be commit- 
; ted to. and I believe it will 
; naturally happen." 


nern 


King Hussein went on to 
voice "great concern that the 
(Jordanian) electoral campaign 
should not be derailed by those 
who are for or against" the 
autonomy deal. 

Reaffirming his backing for 
tbe accord, the Monarch 
praised the “courageous and 
responsible stand" of the 
Israeli leadership and said it 
had been “far-sighted." 

But if the Middle East peace 
process fails," it will be a disas- 
ter to the area and beyond," 
the King w arned. 

~ The Monarch cautioned that 
for Amman there were stiU 
“considerable problems to be 
addressed, not only bilaterally , 
but in the context of the re-' 
gion." especially on water- 
sharing. refugees and regional 
cooperation. 

"We hope to see progress 
equally on Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks. If Syria stops, 
it doesn't keep Jordan from 






WHAT’S GOING ON 

1 ‘ The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of products by UNRWA-run women’s program- 
me centres (including embroidery, handicrafts, and greet- 
ing cards) at the Professional Association Complex (9 a.m. - 
6 pjn.) 

* Art exhibition entitled “Eastern Dancing — Entertainment 
in Spare Time” by Sigrid Benseraann at Goethe Institute. 

☆ Art exhibition of old and new paintings from private 
coUecthms by Sarnia Zaru at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* The First International Festival of Fine Arts in Jordan 
entitled “Colour and Light in the Nabatean Civilisation’* at 
the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts in Jordan. 

☆ Art exhibition of paintings on Petra by British artist 
Candine Dobson at the British Council. 

; Iraqi Art Festival at the Afia Art Gallery 

☆ Exhibition of paintings and photographic pictures of old 
Baghdad by Nadira Mnhsin at the French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Permanent exhibition of 58 artists and “Chair” Exhibition 
at Darat Al Funnn of the Abdul Hamid Shoman Fou ndatio n 
in Jabal Luwdbdeb 110 sun. -7 p.m.; Fridays 10 a-m. - 5 
p.m.) Tel. 693251-2 ■ 

FILM 

TV Film entitled: “Tbe Bristly Franz Btam’Vtf the Goethe 
Institute at 8dW pan. 


☆ 




Lecture entitled “Retain to Shnna Bus. Stop” by Dr. 
Graham Philip at the- Friends of Archaeology Centre at 
7:00 p.m. 


moving ahead with more ques- 
tions to be addressed, he 
added. 

King Hussein said Jordan, 
which signed an agenda for 
peace talks with Israel on Sept. 
14, had more problems to solve 
with Jewish state than Syria. 

King Hussein suggested 
separating the religious and 
political questions about the 
ftiture of Jerusalem as a way 
for Israelis and Arabs to solve 
one of the hardest problems in 
their quest for peace. 

"Jerusalem is the essence of 
peace between us.” the King 
said. "I don’t 

know what will happen. Maybe 
there is a division between the 
religious aspect of the problem 
and other aspects of the prob- . 
Iem. so that on the demog- 
raphic aspect Jerusalem can 
hopefully be the capital of both 
sides." 

King Hussein said that pro- 
tecting the rights of Muslims. 
Christians and Jews and their 
holy shrines in Jerusalem could 
also ease the threats Islamic 
extremists pose to the stability 
of their own countries — and 
to the rest of tbe world. 

The return of Jerusalem, 
one of Islam's holiest cities 
after Mecca, is a sacred call to 
battle by Iran’s Islamic revolu- 
tionary government and by in- 
creasingly militant Muslim 
organisations in the swath of 
Arab states stretching across 
North Africa, the Middle East 
and into Asia- 

King Hussein said ties with 
Gulf states angered by Jor- 
dan's stand after Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, were slowly 
improving — except with 
Kuwait. 


“Things are moving back in 
the right direction slowly with 
one exception, maybe 
Kuwait," the Monarch said. 

He said Jordan had been 
indirectly asked to apologise 
for its sympathy for Iraq and 
criticism of the Saudi-based. 
U.S.-led alliance which drove 
Iraqi troops from the emirate. 

"I thought about it, there is 
nothing we could apologise ab- 
out. We really had concern for 
all (Arab states).'* the 
Monarch said. 

"I’m very sorry I've 
appeared to be offensive to any 
particular leaders, particular- 
ly the Saudi leadership and 
especially the king." 

“If there are individuals 
whom I might have offended 
personally, if this has hap- 
pened. I am very sorry ... that 
is as far as we can go." he said. 

In a separate interview with 
the newspaper Al Hayat. 
which is published in London 
and Beirut. King Hussein also 
spoke of King Fahd. 

“If my brother, the custo- 
dian of the two holy shrines (in 
Mecca and Medina), under- 
stood that I was injurious to 
him personally, then it was not 
my purpose nor was it in- 
tended," Al Hayat ’s Sunday 
edition quoted King Hussein as 
saying. 

The King looked relaxed 
and said there was no sign of 
the cancer that forced the re- 
moval of a kidney a year ago. 
But with an almost apologetic 
took at Her Majesty Queen 
Noor across the dining table, 
he said he had not been able to 
give up smoking at this 
momentous time of peacemak- 
ing. 


Arafat sees independence in 3 years 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israel. Mr. Arafat said “1 am 
not here to give any signal 
concerning this point.” 

He said it was important 
"not to forget that this is now 
only the first step and we have 
to look forward to the final 
situation, the lasting, compre- 
hensive, peaceful solution, to 
the implementation on the 
ground of this agreement, the 
final status for Jerusalem.” 
Mr. Arafat was scheduled to 
meet British Foreign Office 
Minister Douglas Hogg, on his 
return to Tunis, said his advis- 
er Bassam Abu Sherif. 

On Saturday Palestine and 
Turkey signed their first joint 
agreement on cooperation in 
culture, education and scien- 


ces. 

The agreement will allow 
Turkey to “contribute to the 
formation of the State of Pales- 
tine in the areas of culture and 
sciences," Turkish Foreign 
Minister Hikmet Cetin said. 

Mr. Hikmet and the 
"Palestinian interim minister 
of foreign affairs and educa- 
tion." Yasser Amr, signed the 
accord as Mr- Arafat and Tur- 
kish President Suleyman De- 
mirel looked on. 

The document was the first 
ever signed between Turkey 
and Palestine as a national 
entity. 

The PLO leader was on his 
fourth visit to Turkey since 
1979 and the first since' signing 
the agreement with Israel on 
autonomy. 


Journalist held 

(Continued from page 1) 

his colleague for any reason. 

“If the court felt it was slan- 
dered, it should have realised 
that the chief editor is re- 
sponsible for everything that is 
published, and legally sue the 
newspaper for slander," Mr. 
Farban said. “If tAef& is any- 
body that is authorised to deal , 
with such issues, it is the Minis-' 
try of Information and the 
Press and Publications Depart- 
ment. not the State Security 
Court.” 

The editor described Mr. 
Rawashdeh’s arrest as “a clear 
violation of his constitutional 
rights which protects freedom 
of peaceful expression." 

Al Ahali also contacted 
Arab and international human 
rights organisations to look 
into the case of its reporter, 
saying that M. Rawashdeh was 
taken to Juweideh prison 
where he would be kept for 
two weeks pending investiga- 
tion. 

The military court sources 
said that Mr. Rawashdeh will 
be questioned by the state 
security prosecutor Monday 
before referring his case to an 
Amman civil court in the same 
day. 

The sources said that Mr. 
Rawashdeh violated Article 
191 of the penal code, which 
punishes anyone who slanders 
any official institution 

In the statement, Al Ahali 
described the detention of its 
reporter as a “dangerous step 
which contradicts Jordan's 
democratic trend and a blow to 
the rights and freedom of ex- 
pression and a threat to every 
journalist who practises profes- 
sional and credible coverage." 

Al Ahali added (hat Mr. 
Rawashdeh had a right to 
"convey the defence point of 
view, especially when the pro- 
secution point of view always 
finds its way into the media, 
which are under the control of 
the authorities." 

On Saturday, the judge pres- 
iding over the Muta trial. Col- 
onel Hafez Amin, warned 
journalists against publishing 
the minutes of the trial and 
said the court would prevent 
reporters who did and take 
legal action against them. 

But Al Ahali editors said 
their paper did not publish the 
minutes of any of the six ses- 
sions and therefore did not 
violate the court orders. 


Ministry, centre work to determine 
probability of congenital disabilities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Di- 
agnostic Centre for Early De- 
tection of Handicaps 
(DCEDH) is taking steps to 
help stem the growing number 
of disabilities among children 
in Jordan, according to the 
centre's director. Usama Bad- 
ran. 

A special committee at the 
Ministry of Health is preparing 
regulations that would allow 
couples who plan to marry' to 
undergo medical tests to detec- 
mine if their offspring are like- 
ly to be born with genetic 
disabilities, said Dr. Badran in 
a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. 

. Dr. Badran said the centre 
works to diagnose disabilities 
within the first few weeks of a 
child's birth so that treatment 
can be prescribed at the ear- 
liest possible stage. 

Established in 1989. the 
DCEDH diagnoses hearing, 
sight and psychological disabi- 
lities. as well as learning and 


speech difficulties in children, 
said Dr. Badran. 

During the first few months 
of pregnancy, the centre can 
test the fetus for possible here- 
ditary diseases, said Dr. Bad- 
ran. 

In positive diagnoses of such 
cases, he said, the mother is 
given professional assistance. 

The DCEDH. in coopera- 
tion with Al Bashir Hospital, 
has started to conduct di- 
agnoses of congenital disloca- 
tion of the hips on newborns. 

According to the centre's 
records since 1989. 2.662 chil- 
dren aged between one year 
and 16 have been diagnosed as 
suffering from various disabili- 
ties. 

To further develop its ser- 
vices, Dr. Badran said, the 
centre plans to set up a genetic 
laboratory and install a mobile 
unit to treat schoolchildren in 
remote areas who suffer from 
hearing problems. 

He said the earlier the dis- 


ability is discovered the easier 
it is to treat it. 

A health ministry official 
told the Jordan Times that the 
DCEDH services for couples 
planning to marry will be free 
of charge. 

It is hoped, said the official, 
that with adequate media 
promotion of such services 
would attract increasing num- 
bers of people, although at the 
beginning the numbers are ex- 
pected to be limited. 

He said that intermarriages 
in Jordan are responsible for 
many of the disabilities among 
children. 

He added that no official 
survey has been conducted to 
determine the number of dis- 
abilities among Jordanian chil- 
dren. Such an endeavour, he 
said, would take years to con- 
duct and would require dose 
cooperation from the Depart- 
ment of Statistics and the 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment. 


Chemical engineers to hold 
first Jordanian conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Next 
month the University of, Jor- 
dan will host a three-day che- 
mical engineering conference 
to be attended by 300 partici- 
pants from Jordan and foreign 
countries. 

Among the delegates to the 
conference, due to open on 
Oct. 18. is a group of 80 
tii&searchers and scientists, 
"according to Riyad Abu 
Hazim. the conference spokes- 
man. 

He said the conference, the 
first in Iordan, is organised by 
the Jordanian Engineers Asso- 
ciation (JEA) in cooperation 


with the engineering depart- 
ments of the University of Jor- 
dan and the Jordan University 
of Science and Technology 
(JUST). 

It will treat engineering and 
technical issues closely related 
to chemical industries and seek 
to promote the role of en- 
gineers in industry, bio- 
technology and the use of com- 
puters. 

Several working papers will 
be reviewed including papers 
on quality control, design and 
control and development of 
chemical industries, said Mr. 


Abu Hazim. 

He said the conference is 
supported by major local com- 
panies. including the Industrial 
Development Bank, the Arab 
Potash Company, the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company, 
the Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company, the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company and the 
pharmaceutical firms operating 
in the Kingdom. 

On the sidelines of the con- 
ference. a four-day exhibition 
by several major firms will be 
organised, displaying equip- 
ment and materials as well as 
Jordanian chemical products. 


JSCEP event to tackle 
Zarqa environmental issues 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Society for the Control of 
Environmental Pollution 
(JSCEP). in cooperation with 
the German Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation, is orga- 
nising a two-day environmen- 
tal activity in Yajouz. Zarqa. 
at the Vocational Training 
Centre (VTC) on Monday and 
Tuesday. 

A JSCEP statement Sunday 
said the activities will include a 
visit by VTC students to the 
mobile exhibition which aims 


to create environmental aware- 
ness and educate the students. 

Lectures on environmental 
issues and environmental films 
will also be presented, said the 
statement. 

On Monday, an environ- 
mental evening session in the 
form of a panel discussion will 
be held. Representatives from 
the public and private sectors 
in the area and interested indi- 
viduals are invited to partici- 
pate. 


Hie session, which will tack- 
le the problem of the Russeifeh 
dumping site — the biggest in 
Jordan. 

Up to 85 per cent of the 
country's solid waste is dum- 
pened at this site. 

Experts from various public 
institutes will deliver lectures 
on the different environmen- 
tal, health and legal aspects of 
the Russeifeh dump., 

Tfce evening session will 
start at 5 p.m. 


Decision 

(Continued from page 1) 

complexity of the issue at 
hand. 

Supporters of postponing 
the poll brush aside these argu- 
ments saying democracy is not 
just about holding parliamen- 
tary elections, adding that the 
demographic and political un- 
certainties created by the PLO- 
Israel deal justify delaying the 
polls. 

The King has the constitu- 
tional right to postpone the 
elections in extraordinary 
situations and upon the recom- 
mendation of the cabinet. 

Legal experts told the Jor- 
dan Times that the Constitu- 
tion empowers the King' to 
postpone the elections without 
having to recall the previous 
parliament in accordance' with 
Article 73. item 4 of the Con- 
stitution. 

The article says: "... The 
King has the right to postpone 
holding general elections if 


there were extraordinary cir- 
cumstances under which the 
Cabinet . believes that holding 
the elections is not possible." 

Itejm 2 of the same article 
says if elections are not held 
within four months from the 
time? at which the Parliament 
was dissolved, the "dissolved 
Parliament regains all its con- 
stitutional authorities and con- 
venes immediately as if its dis- 
solution did not take place and 
continues in session until a new 
(Lower House of) Parliament 
is elected." 

King Hussein issued a Royal 
Decree dissolving the 1 1th par- 
liament on Aug. 4. 

"The King has two options. 
He has the constitutional right 
to reconvene the previous par- 
liament or not." prominent 
lawyer Taher Hikmat told the 
Jordan Times Sunday. 

Former Deputy Fares Al 
Nabulsi supported Mr. Hik- 
mat’s interpretation of the 
Constitution, recalling that the 
King cited Article 73 Item 4 of 


the Constitution to dissolve 
Parliament in 1974. 

Minister of Information 
Ma*n Abu Nowar also said the 
King has the option of recon- 
vening the previous Parliament 
or not if a decision to postpone 
the polls is taken. 

He said if the legal period 
for holding the elections pas* 
sed without holding them or 
issuing a Royal Decree post- 
poning them, then the previous 
Parliament will . automatically 
reconvene. But if the King 
issues a Royal Decree postpon- 
ing the polls, he said, then he 
has the right to either call the 
previous Parliament into ses- 
sion or not. 

Dr. Abu Nowar said "no- 
thing is imminent" in relation 
to postponing the polls, 

"If there was a change in 
attitude (towards holding the 
polls on the scheduled date), a, 
Royal Decree to that effect will 
be issued. If not, the govern- 
ment will hold the elections as 
planned." he said. 
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Confusion ought to go 

WHETHER ELECTIONS will be held this Novem- 
ber, sometime next year or indefinitely postponed is 
a decision that the leadership of this country will 
have to take very soon. 

To this effect, we welcome His Majesty King 
Hussein’s pronouncement Saturday that a final 
decision will be announced before Wednesday. The 
significance of a speedy resolution of the issue 
cannot be overemphasised since the ongoing proc- 
rastination over it has not helped the country or Its 
people to reduce or end the confusion that has 
reigned supreme. 

According to information available to this news- 
paper, the government is about ready with a 
recommendation to postpone the elections, which 
will be accepted by the King. There are indeed 
several legitimate concerns and justifications that 
could be used to buttress the arguments in favour of 
such a step. The Monarch has spoken about some of 
the fears that would be associated with holding the 
next election on schedule. “It will be a chance for 
anyone to enter the arena and harm the picture of 
(democracy and national unity) of this united 
family,” the King said in an interview Saturday. 
Then there is the issue of double voting that some 
Jordanians of Palestinian origin may exercise for 
the election of the proposed Palestinian national 
council. Who is a Jordanian and who is not once the 
Palestinian entity takes up a more fixed and 
coherent form is also a concern that needs to be 
addressed. 

But these submissions and other arguments in 
favour of postponement do not in our opinion 
outweigh the advantages of upholding the pledge to 
hold elections on time. The country cannot put on 
bold its democratic course on assumptions and 
speculations pertaining to the future that may or 
may not occur. The nation must proceed with its life 
as it is presently constituted and not on what may or 
may not happen in the future. Jordanians of all 
origins and opinions must be allowed the opportun- 
ity of casting their votes to elect their representa- 
tives because they have worked p ainstakin gly to 
-attain parliamentary democracy. They are not 
about to give up all the achievements of the past 
four years because of anxieties that may prove to be 
groundless in the end. We have a Constitution and 
laws that are adequate enough to safeguard the 
national unity of the country. Strict application of 
the law should be more than enough to abort any 
attempt to threaten or undermine our unity and 
well-being. 

As for the fears connected with double voting for 
some Jordanians of Palestinian background who 
may opt to vote as well in the West Bank, the 
answer should be rather simple. This part of the 
Jordanian people should be invited to make a dear 
choice before they even cast their votes here in 
Jordan: Voting here means not voting there. Voting 
there shall mean no voting here. Current laws are 
sufficient to deal with this dimension of the equa- 
tion. Furthermore, we do not need to be apologetic 
about what we have to do in this domain. As a 
matter of fact the government has already made this 
issue dear when it announced that Jordanians who 
wish to remain Jordanian cannot have their cake 
and eat it too. 

Jordan has a stake in staying on the democratic 
track even if the risks and odds are big. We have 
faith in the ability of Jordanians whatever their 
roots are to remain sober when they vote, whenever 
the date. We must not let the majority of our people 
down because a small minority may wish to rock the 
boat. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

IT IS clear that the won J community is now planning to pour 
financial assistance to the self-rule government in the occupied 
Palestinian city of Jericho and the Gaza Strip, said Sawt A1 
Shaab Arabic daily Sunday. The U.S. has pledged to make 
available $250 million over the coming two years and the 
International Monetary Fund has estimated that the S3 billion 
would be needed for the occupied territories at 'the initial 
stage, said the paper. Furthermore, the U.S. officials continue 
to call for support for the peace process and the PLO-lsrael 
agreement, urging the European Community, Japan and the 
Gulf states to provide financial assistance tor the success of 
this accord, added the paper. These officials and the current 
campaign to provide help to the PLO-Israeli deal have totally 
ignored Jordan's role in the peace process and Jordan's 
burdens carried over the past four decades as a result of the 
Arab-Israeli wars and the displacement of hundreds of 
thousands of refugees living on its territory, said the daily. The 
paper said that ignoring Jordan's role and the country's 
sacrifices over the past decades and overlooking the immense 
material losses the country incurred as a result of the 
developments and the conflicts in the region would not be 
conducive to the peace process and would not contribute 
towards ensuring stability and security in the region. The 
paper said that the world community ought to make ample 
allocations for Jordan, compensating the country for the 
sufferings, the economic difficulties and the huge losses it had 
incurred over the years. Furthermore, the world community 
should also come to the aid of Jordan, which is reeling under 
the effects of the U.N.-imposed embargo on Iraq, demanded 
the paper. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sadi 


Words, or lack of them, 
that could cost us dearly 


MY COLUMN last week has elicited comments from some 
people, who asked for an elaboration on my critique of the 
language used in Paragraph 5 of the Jordanian-Israeli half- 
agenda-half declaration of principles deal. 

I hasten therefore to offer my thoughts on the subject. It will 
be recalled that the drafters of the said paragraph used the 
following wording on the issue of borders between Jordan and 
Israel: -'Settlement of territorial matters and agreed definitive 
delimitation and demarcation of the territorial boundary 
between Jordan and Israel with reference to the boundary 
definition under the Mandate, WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO 
THE STATUS OF ANY TERRITORIES THAT CAME 
UNDER ISRAELI MILITARY GOVERNMENT CON- 
TROL IN 1967. 1 expressed earlier my reservations about the 
use of this terminology beginning with the words “without 
prejudice " to the end of the line. 

Let me state at the outset that legal drafting is distinguish- 
able from normal or ordinary expression of ideas or principles 
in the sense that extra efforts are made to use precise language 
at every opportunity even at the expense of repetition to the 
point of boredom. The main purpose of proper legal drafting is 
to avoid vagueness by an overdose of clarity at every juncture. 
Laymen, not well versed in legal drafting, do not normally 
appreciate the legal style of writing and often find it 
cumbersome and tedious. But this is where lawyers make a 
living by mastering the an of legal drafting. 

Without pretending for a moment that I have mastered the 
art of drafting, my modest legal training in the U.S. has 
empowered me to see a pitfall in languages that purport to 
express important legal principles when there is one. Of course 
I stand to be corrected since even lawyers cannot agree among 
themselves on the “perfect" terminology to express a point 
that pertains to legal obligation or responsibility. 

I trust what the two sides in the Jordanian-Israeli accord 
wanted to say is that the international boundaries between 
Jordan and brae! are those handed down by the British 
Mandate but without such mandate demarcations affecting in 
a detrimental way the status of the territories occupied by 
Israel in 1967. On the face of it there is not much wrong in such 
a descriptive portrayal of Jordanian-Israeli boundaries except 
to foe extent of leaving the status of the occupied territories 
without definitive classification. It is one thing to say that 
Jordanian-Israeli frontiers will not prejudice foe status of the 
occupied territories and quite another to stipulate that the 
status of these occupied territories is Arab or Palestinian or 
Jordanian, whatever foe case may be, and must not be 
prejudiced by these international boundaries. 

My amendment to the language used for this purpose is 
simply to add the following wording at the end of foe language 
already used so as to read as follows: “...without prejudice to 


the status of any territories that came under Israeli military 
government control in 1967 AS AN ARAB-OR PALESTI- 
NIAN-OR JORDANIAN-OCCUPIED TERRITORY (de- 
pending on what we want to call them) SUBJECT TO U.N. 
RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338.” 

The purpose of my amendment is to make sure that the 
status of foe occupied territories is not hanging in foe air as if 
they were some sort of disputed territories, something that 
Israel always maintained, but rather as occupied territories 
whose status is Arab or Palestinian or Jordanian. 

This is therefore where I differ from the present formulation 
of Article 5 of foe Jordanian-Israeli accord. I say this 
notwithstanding the incorporation of foe reference to U.N. 
Resolutions 242 and 338 in the chapeau part of the deal since 
proper legal construction would necessitate the incorporation 
of these critical resolutions every step of the way for greater 
clarity and less ambiguity. 

It is quite possible that foe Jordanian negotiating team has 
called for such an elaboration of Article 5 but their demands 
were not accepted by the Israeli side. I can understand and 
appreciate the need for compromise during the negotiating 
process, but 1 would not expect a compromise over such 
pivotal issues that should not have been controversial in the 
first place unless, of course, we had yielded to foe Israeli thesis 
that the occupied territories are disputed territories whose 
status has yet to be determined in foe course of foe next 
rounds. I would have thought that the status of foe occupied 
territories was dear from our vantage point of view that it 
presents one of three main pillars of the Jordanian policy. 
With this in mind, I found that the language in Article S in 
particular is woefully lacking. 

Lest we should forget, lack of diligence on foe part of Arab 
representatives at the time of drafting and adopting U.N. 
Security Coundl Resolution 242 in 1967 had cost the Arab side 
dearly. The absence of one word '‘the” in the English text of 
that resolution, concerning Arab territories occupied in the 
1967 war, has effectively deprived the Arab side of an iron clad 
assurance that Israeli withdrawal from these territories must 
be total and complete. 

The Arab parties need to be extra careful with the drafting 
procedure in future peace talks with Israel in order to avoid 
irreversible pitfalls as foe ones that occurred in the aftermath 
of the 1967 war. No matter how dear our intentions are and 
how good the intentions of the other side may appear, it is 
always necessary to take extra care in drafting foe respective 
thoughts of the two sides in a bid to avoid foe kind of 
vagueness or confusion that normally arises when the selection 
of foe wording is not done meticulously from a legal 
perspective. 


Palestinians must have the right 
to exist before coexisting 


By Sam Babour 


Retuming from a four month 
stay in Palestine' just twenty., 
days before the historic Rabin- 
Arafat handshake'' 1 was sur- 
prised at the degree of media 
euphoria concerning foe Dec- 
laration of Prindples between 
Israel and foe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

Thomas Friedman wrote in 
foe New York Times of Sept. 
5, that the Israel-PLO agree- 
ment was “...nothing less than 
the Israeli Balfour Declaration 
for foe Palestinians..." 

Americans who have work- 
ed with me throughout the 
years on promoting peace and 
justice for the Palestinian peo- 
ple have sighed with relief 
while congratulating me on the 
“beginning” of peace in the 
Middle East. All this excite- 
ment and hope comes because 
two eternal enemies shook 
hands on foe lawn of foe White 
House. 

Politically, Prime Minister 
Rabin and Chairman Arafat ' 
agreed to sign the recent 
accord because Mr. Arafat first 
agreed to explidtly recognise 
the state of Israel and its right 
to exist in peace and security 
on foe land of historic Pales- 
tine. In return. Mr. Arafat 
received a hasty one-sentence 
letter from Mr. Rabin recog- 
nising that the PLO is the 
representative of foe Palestine 
people. The exchange of 
mutual recognition that pre- 
ceded foe signing of the accord 
does not astound me. but the 
lack of concrete political and 
geographical concessions from 
Israel does. 

The hopes, desires and most 
importantly the inalienable 
rights of foe Palestinian peo- 
ple. both those residing under 
Israeli occupation and those 
living in the diaspora, are not 
represented in the text of the 
declaration. I do not belittle 
foe significance of the Arafat- 
Qin ton- Rabin meeting. It was 
evident that some drastic step 
was needed to change the ex- 
isting reality of a military 
occupation that was only be- 
coming more suppressive and 
brutal in an era when human, 
national and political rights 
seem increasingly important, 
So why am I sceptically cau- 
tious about the Israel-PLO De- 
claration of Principles? 

Before Israel recognised the 
PLO, it required foe Palesti- 
nians to nullify all parts of the 
Palestinian National Covenant 
that referred negatively to the 
state of Israel. This covenant is 
an internal PLO unifying docu- 
ment that over the years has 
naturally been superseded by 
various decisions and state- 
ments. Not to mention that 
only the Palestine National 
Congress has the authority to 
amend foe covenant, no one 
ever suggested that the state of 
Israel amend its internal uni- 
fying document, foe Zionist 


ideology, which believes 
“Greater Israel” is from foe 
Nile to the Euphrates. The 
Palestinian National Covenant 
is similar to the U.S. Constitu- 
tion or foe U.S. Declaration of 
Independence, which, by the 
way. speaks aggressively 
against the British and the na- 
tive Americans, but which we 
celebrate every July 4 and are 
never asked to amend. Never- 
theless, if one party is required 
to amend their internal uni- 
fying document the other 
should be required to do the 
same. 

The declaration itself makes 
no commitment on behalf of 
Israel to end, now or at some 
time in the future, the source 
of the conflict: occupation. 
Although the declaration 
speaks of a detailed timetable 
to transfer authority of some 
spheres of Palestinian life and 
to redeploy Israeli troops and 
“withdraw" from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho, it does not 
deal with foe essence of the 26 
years of illegal Israeli occupa- 
tion translated throught con- 
tinued land confiscation, build- 
ing of illegal settlements, eco- 
nomic ana military blockade 
on Jerusalem, thousands of 
prisoners being tortured and 
similar actions. Without Israel 
first acknowledging that it is an 
occupying force, then commit- 
ting itself to end the occupa- 
tion, we will only be entering 
into another cycle of the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 


were all gasping for a change in 
_ Jheir situation. Nearly suffo- 
cating from 26. years of an 
internationally condemned 
occupation, I can understand 
foe response to the accord 
signing by dancing in the 
streets and the joy and hope 
that the future may bring 
brighter days. But even the 
celebrations of the accord were 
muffled only five days after foe 
signing, when the Israelis 
issued an order fining any 
Palestinian who displays foe 
flag of Palestine $150. 

The Declaration of Princi- 
ples also states that both par- 
ties will promote a “Marshall 
Plan” for the region. It seems 
that President Clinton has 
embraced this concept with 
both arms and is calling for the 
countries of foe world to give 
their share to peace in foe 
Middle East by donating funds 
to build a Palestinian infras- 
tructure. 

It has become apparent that 
the Clinton administration has 
a shallow understanding of the 
PLO as it stands today. When 
the U.S. announced foe Mar- 
shal Plan for Europe, as Mal- 
colm Forbes Jr. wrote in 
Forbes Magazine on March 18, 
1991: “The U.S. made sure to 
pump in capita] in a way that 
went to revive economies 
rather than to build govern- 
ment bureaucracies. Moreov- 
er, Europe had the institu- 
tions... to make good use of 
this money.” 


“Without Israel first acknowledging 
that it is an occupying force, then 
committing itself to end the occupation, 
we will only be entering, another cycle of 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict/’ 


Furthermore, the majority 
of the issues that deal with any 
type of concrete authority and 
rights that are to be transferred 
to the Palestinians is coupled in 
the accord with a joint Israeli- 
Palestinian committee to dis- 
cuss and work out the details. 
Crucial issues such as electric- 
ity. water, security, the Gaza 
port, banking, export issues, 
environmental issues and land 
issues are to be negotiated by 
the two sides. 

Jewish American political 
scientist and activist, Ned 
Hanauer, executive director of 
Search for Justice and Equality 
in Palestme/Israel, said regard- 
ing this dangerous arrange- 
ment: “When negotiations 
take place between the strong 
and the weak the result reflects 
the power balance, not equity 
and international law, unless a 
third party intervenes on be- 
half of the weak party, in this 
case the Palestinians.” 

The Palestinians I spoke 
with this summer, from Nablus 
to Jerusalem to the Gaza Strip, 


The timing of this agreement 
comes when the PLO is on the 
brink of bankruptcy. Mr. Ara- 
fat's mass organisations and 
institutions have been largely 
defunct ever since withdrawing 
from Lebanon in 1982. Two of 
Mr. Arafat's top advisors re- 
cently resigned from the PLO 
Executive Committee claiming 
lack of democracy within the 
PLO leadership. 

The continued Israeli brutal- 
ity, combined with Mr. Ara- 
fat's crippled leadership, is also 
creating a shift towards fun- 
damentalism in the occupied 
territories. Edward Said wrote 
in the Sept. 20 issue of foe 
Nation: “I admire those few 
Palestinian officials who brave- 
ly aver that this may be the first 
step towards ending the 
occupation, but anyone who 
knows the increasingly slap- 
dash, not to say irresponsible, 
methods of Arafat's leaderehip 
— its lack of care, precision 
and seriousness — is better 
advised to start working for a 


different future.” 

. The historic handshake in 
Washington was not accompa- 
nied by a historic consensus in 
Palestine and Israel. Peace is 
not made between two people 
but rather between two peo- 
ples. Unless foe Palestinian 
and Israeli peoples have viable 
and democratic institutions to 
express and act on their opin- 
ions. we can only expect their 
frustrations to be displayed in 
foe streets of their communi- 
ties. 

The Clinton administration 
would be wrong to jump on the 
euphoric bandwagon without 
analysing the essence of foe 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 
Our administration should also 
recognise that the situation 
only got to the brink of disaster 
because the U.S. Congress has 
been under the heavy influence 
of the pro-Israeli lobby since 
1967. If it were not for the over 
$4 billion that the U.S. has 
been granting Israel every 
year, the occupation would 
have never ripened. 

Instead of the leading super- 
power taking a principled 
stand against occupation, out 
government continued to take 
cues from Israel when it came 
to employing a foreign policy 
in foe Middle East. The time 
has come for the U.S. to sup- 
port and recognise foe state of 
Palestine in the West Bank, 
East Jerusalem and Gaza 
Strip. 

In the past, the U.S. delayed 
opening a relationship with the 
PLO because Israel, a partner 
in foe conflict, refused. Today, 
the Palestinian people must be 
given the opportunity to use 
the Declaration of Principles to 
realise Palestinian statehood, 
and the U.S. could play a 
positive role if it were to take 
tbe lead and support a two 
State solution, a secure and 
independent Israel, side by 
side with a secure and indepen- 
dent Palestine. Without this 
end result, the refugee in the 
Gaza Strip that was expelled 
from his home in Haifa in 1948 
and forced to live forever forty 
years in a squalid refugee camp 
will remain a refugee, with- the 
world telling him he is better 
off now because he is a refugee 
under Palestinian rule. Mr. 
Arafat, President Clinton or 
Prime Minister Rabin may be 
able to look a refugee in foe 
eye and tell him that he is 
going to remain a refugee; I 
cannot. 

The writer is a Palestinian 
American activist who fre- 
quently takes American 
eyewitness delegations to 
Palestine and Israel. He re- 
cently completed co-editing a 
book entitled “Homeland: 
Oral Histories of Palestine and 
Palestinians . " Hie contributed 
this article to the Jordan 
Times. 


The future 
belongs 
to Asians 


SINGAPORE — We are coming 
to the end of a 500-year cycle of 
global domination by western 
civilisation. With the arrival of 
the 21st century, we will probably 
move into the period of greatest 
change in the history of man. 

Until the 15th or 16th centur- 
ies, the West was basically con- 
fined to the European continent. 
Then the Portuguese, a tiny insig- 
nificant people today, went 
around the world, establishing 
colonies in South America, Afri- 
ca and Asia. They were followed 
by the Dutch, the French and 
finally tbe British, who estab- 
lished the most far-flung empire' 
ever seen. 

As a consequence of this global 
explosion, the West has left its 
traces in almost every comer of 
the world. The residues of west- 
ern influence remain despite the 
end of colonialism. Contempor- 
ary South American culture and 
civilisation have European roots. 
The political boundaries of Africa 
today were drawn by Europeans. 
Australia, New Zealand. Canada 
and the United States are descen- 
dants of Anglo-Saxon civilisa- 
tion. 

Virtually all of Asia, with the 
exception of Thailand, was either 
colonised or invaded by western 
powers. Even Japan, the most 
successful Asian society so far. 
aspires mainly to be a member of 
tbe western dub. This global im- 
pact is no mean feat, in retro s- 

E ect, it is amazing that the few 
undred million people living in 
Europe could touch billions of 
lives. 

But Europe has finally become 
tired. The sheer effort of main- 
taining global empires and influ- 
ence has exhausted the continent. 
Nothing demonstrates this more 
vividly than the inability of 
Europe to put out a fire burning 
on its own doorstep, the fire in 
Bosnia. Tbe tragedy of Bosnia is 
not only about Serbs, Croats and 
Bosnian Muslims. It is fun- 
damentally about the curtain fall- 
ing on the greatest act of history. 

As this curtain falls, a new 
drama will emerge. It would be 
foolish for me to pretend that I 
know what is coming but there 
are a few dues. The first is that 
instead of the end of history, we- 
will see the return of history, 


. to 

By Kishore Mahbubaw 

foe end of the cold war was their 
infatuation with an essay which 
suggested that history was ending 
with the triumph of the western 
idea. Instead we will see the 
retreat of the western idea, as old 
and rich rivilisations elsewhere 
regain their self-confidence to 
discover their own roots. They 
will not shake off all that foe 
West has given them, but they 

will learn to be selective in keep- 
ing western ideas. . 

Many young Asians win be 
excited at the prospect of living 
through a period of enormous 
historical change. But they 
should be prepared for a certain 
confusion. I was born in 1948 in 
Singapore, then a British colony.^ 
When I was in primary school* 
we were taken by bus to Govern- 
ment House to wave a British 
flag, sing “God Save foe Queen 
ana welcome the British gov- 
ernor-general to Singapore. One 
of my school classmates told me 
then that when he grew up he 
wanted to go to London. I asked 
why. He replied, “Because the 
streets there must have gold. _ 
Looking at London today, it 
seems strange that a young boy in 
foe 1950s could harbour such 
beliefs. But as London's fortunes 
ebbed, another city rose to take 
its places: Washington. When_ I 
was posted there as a diplomat in 
1982, I went with a clear sense 
that I was going to the Rome of 
the 20fo century. And it was. 
Every major glottal decision had 
to be examined or ratified in. 
Washington (together with the 
lesser Rome of foal time. Mos* - 
cow). But at the rate things are 
moving today it is doubtful that 
Washington will be the Rome of 

the 21st ^entury. 

One practical consequence of 
this turn in foe cycle of history is 
that Asians may have to change 
some of the mental maps they 
inherited from their student tex- 
tbooks and from newspapers and 
television. They should banish 
the thought that answers to 
critical global questions can be 
found only in New York, London 
or Paris. In future, those answers 
are equally likely to be found in 
Shanghai. Tokyo, Jakarta, Bom- 
bay or perhaps even Singapore. 


The writer is deputy secretary in 


A clearsignal of the foolishness Singapore k Ministry of Foreign 
that had engulfed many in the Affairs and a former ambassador 
West following the collapse ’ to the United Rations This am- 
communism in Europe, foe nde is reprinted froth the Intema- 
breakup of the Soviet Union and tional Herald Tribune. 


Eclipsed by Bosnia and 
Somalia, boat people 
languish in obscurity 


hf 


By John Lecester 

The Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Born, 
raised and imprisoned behind 
barbed wire, some children in 
Whitehead detention centre 
call all animals rats, rats being 
the only animals they see reg- 
ularly. 

They are the boat children, 
descendants of the Vietnamese 
boat people who once captured 
the world's sympathy but are 
now eclipsed by refugee 
tragedies in Somalia and 
Yugoslavia. 

They, too, live in dismal 
conditions, but there is no in- 
ternational outcry. 

“It’s a problem that has been 
sliding down the political agen- 
das of all governments,” ex- 
plained Robert van Leeuwen, 
Hong Kong chief of mission for 
foe U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees. 

As if to underline the message. 
Vietnamese were told in July 
that those who stay cm after 
failing to win asylum will not 
only be forcibly repatriated, 
but will lose a third of foe S360 
grant allotted to help them 
resettle in Vietnam. 

The boat people began turn- 
ing up on Southeast Asian 
shores in 1975, after U.S.- 
backed South Vietnam fell to 
the communist North. In all, 
1.5 million fled their country. 

Hong Kong alone has taken 
nearly 200.000, and its pati- 
ence has run out. 

it has been an untold bur- 
den.” said Brian Bresnihan, 
the Hong Kong government 
official in charge of refugees. 

Since 1988, to discourage 
arrivals, Hong Kong has given 
refugee status only to the 15 
per cent who can prove a justi- 
fied fear of peraecution at 
home. Human rights groups 
are critical, saying genuine re- 
fugees are being sent back. 
The Honj; Kong government 
denies this. 

Hong Kong began forced 
evacuations in 1989. and hopes 
to close its camps in 1996, a 
year before China takes over 
the British colony. 

The effect of forced repatria- 
tion, coupled with Vietnam’s 
improving economy, is drama- 
tic. New arrivals plunged from 
more than 20.000 in 1991 to 
just 12 iasi year. 


The first forced evacuation, 
in which Vietnamese were 
dragged screaming onto a 
plane, provoked worldwide 
criticism. Although expulsions 
continue with scant publicity 

— 376 people so far this year 

— fear of more bad headlines 
has made Hong Kong reluctant 
to expel them en masse. In- 
stead it hopes most will return 
voluntarily. 

Whitehead, the largest 
camp, holds 21,000 people be- 
hind a 5-metre-high barbed-? 
wire fence, out of sight or" 
Hong Kong’s gleaming skyline. 

Camp workers say some 
Vietnamese are severely de- 
pressed after years without 
freedom. Suicide attempts re- 
portedly are frequent. 

Half of Whitehead’s 7,000 
children attend school, the 
youngest m a classroom made 
from freight containers. 

Hildeguna Vollset, a Norwe- 
gian volunteer teacher, said 
children often have learning 
difficulties because they know 
little of life outside and are 
traumatised by the violence 
around them. 

Violent crime, gambling, cri- 
minal gangs, prostitution and 
drug abuse are rampant, 
according to Mr. Bresnihan. 

The surroundings are cer-, 
tainly grim. Searchlights scorns 
the camp at night. Loudspeak- 
ers shatter the morning calm. 
By noon the heat turns the iron 
huts into ovens. 

North and South Viet- 
namese, still nursing rivalries 
from the Vietnam war, are 
separated. Last year. 24 North 
Vietnamese in the Shek Kong 
camp died when South Viet- 
namese' set fire to their hut in a 
dispute over hot water. 

Sarmukh Singh, White- 
head’s chief warden, showed a 
crate filled .with confiscated 
swords, knives and homemade 
gas masks and shields for re- 
sisting police during riots. 

The camp has quieted since 
the last riot in 1991 and settled 
into grim resignation, he said. 

Nearly all in Whitehead 
have failed the refugee test, 
but still cling to the dream 
“hat somehow those Amer^? 
itan gates will open and they ■ 
wjH go marching through ” 
Mr. Bresnihan said. 

Camp life is so tough that it -■ 
makes repatriation attractive 
to some Vietnamese. 
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By Edward O. Wilson 

IMAGINE THAT on an icy 
moon of Jupiter — say, 
Ganymede — the space station of 
an alien civilisation is concealed. 
For millions of years its scientists 
have watched the earth. They 
have mapped die spread of large 
assemblages of organisms, from 
forests, gra s sl ands and tundras to 
coral reefs and the vast plankto- 
nic meadows of the sea. They 
have recorded endless climatic 
cycles, interrupted by the adv- 
ance and retreat of glaciers and 
volcanic eruptions. 

Hie watchers have been wait- 
ing for what mijght be called The 
Moment. When it comes, occupy- 
ing only a few centuries and thus 
a mere tick in geologica] time, the 
forests shrink to less t han half 
their original cover. Atmospheric 
carbon dioxide rises to the high- 
est level in 100,000 years. The 
ozone layer of the stratosphere 
thins, and holes open at the 
poles. Plumes of nitrous oxide 
and toxins rise from fires in South 
America and Africa mid settle in 
the upper troposphere. At night 
the land surface brightens with 
many millions of pinpoints of 
light. 

It was all but inevitable, the 
watchers might tell ns, that one 
species would eventually gain 
control of Earth. That role has 
fallen to Homo sapiens, a primate 
risen in Africa from a lineage that 
split away from the chimpanzee 
hne five to eight million years 
ago. Unlike any creature that 
lived before, we have become a 
geophysical force, swiftly chang- 
ing the atmosphere and climate as 
well as the composition of the 
world’s fauna and flora. Now in 
the midst of a population explo- 
sion, the human species has dou- 
bled to 5.5 billion during the past 
50 years. It is due to doable again 
in the next 50 years. No other 
species has remotely approached 
the sheer mass in protoplasm 
generated by humanity. 

Darwin’s dice have rolled badly 
for Earth. It was a misfortune for 
the living world, many scientists 
believe, that a carnivorous pri- 
mate and not some more benign 
form of animal made the break- 
through- Our species retains 
hereditary traits that add greatly 
to our destructive impact. We are 
tribal and territorial, intent on 
private space beyond m inimal re- 
quirements and oriented by self- 
ish sexual and reproductive 
drives. Cooperation beyond the 
family mid tribal levels comes 
hard. 

Worse., our Hieing , for meat 
causes in to use die sun’s energy 
at low efficiency;: It is a rale^ft 
ecology that only about 10 per 
cent of the sun’s energy captured 
by photosynthesis to produce 
plant tissue is converted into 
energy in die tissue of herbivores, 
the animals that eat the plants. 
’Only 10 per cent of this reaches 
the tissue of the. carnivores feed- 
ing on the hcinvwfs. And 
10 per cent is transferred to carni- 
vores drat eat carnivores. And so 
on for another step or two. In a 
wetlands chain that runs from 
marsh grass to grasshopper to 
warbler to hawk, the energy cap- 


Planet dearth — do we want to destroy our source of subsistence? 


tured in green production shrinks 
a thousandfold. In other words, it 
takes a vast amount of grass to 
support a hawk. 

' Homan beings, like bawls, are 
top carnivores, at the end of the 
food chain. Even with most 
societies confined to a mostly 
vegetarian diet, humanity b gob- 
bling a large part of the rest of the 
Irving worm. We appropriate be- 
tween 20 and 40 per cent of the 

sun’s energy that would otherwise 

be fixed into the tissue of natural 
vegetation, principally by our 
consumption of crops arid timber, 
our buildings and roads. In the 

relentless search for more food, 
we have reduced animal life in 
lakes, rivers and now, increasing- 
ly, the open ocean. And every- 
where we pollute the air and 
water, lower water tables and 
extinguish species. 

The human species is an en- 
vironmental abnormality. It is 
possible that intelligence in the 
wrong kind of species was preor- 
dained to be a ratal combination 
for the biosphere. Peitaps a law 
of evolution is that intelligence 
usually extinguishes itself. This 
scenario is based on the jugger- 
naut theory of human nature, 
which holds that people are prog- 
rammed by their genetic heritage . 
to be so selfish that a sense of " 
global responsibility will come 
too late. Individuals (dace them- 
selves first, family second, tribe 
third and the rest of the world a 
distant fourth. Hieir genes also 
predispose them to plan ahead* 
for one or two generations at 
most. They respond swiftly, often 
ferociously, to slight challenges to 
their status and tribal security. 
But humans also tend to under- 
estimate the likelihood and the 
impact of such natural disasters as 
earthquakes. 

The reason for this myopic fog. 
evolntioiuiry biologists contend, 
is Him it was actually advan- 
tageous during all but the last few 
millennia of the two million years 
of existence of the genus Homo. 
The brain evolved into its present 
form during this long stretch of 
evolutionary time, during which 
people existed in small hunter- 
gatherer bands. Life was preca- 
rious and short. A premium was 
placed on dose attention to the 
near future and early reproduc- 
tion, and little else. Disasters of a 
magnitude that occur only once 
every few centuries were forgot- 
ten or transmuted into myth. The 
mind still works comfortably 
backward and forward for only a 
few. years. : • • 

The rules have recently 
changed, however. Global crises... 
are riarig within the life span qf ' 
the generation now coming of 
age. The time scale has con-' 
traded because of die exponen- 
tial growth in both the human 
population and technologies im- 
peding die environment The lar- 
ger the population, the faster the 
growth; the fester the growth, die 
sooner population increases. 

With people everywhere seek- 
ing a better quality of life, the 
search for icso nr ces is exoanding 
even fester than die population. 
The demand is being met by an 
increase in scientific knowledge, 
which doubles every 10 to 15 



Earth as seen from space 

years. It is accelerated further by 
a parallel rise in environment- 
devouring technology. Because 
Earth is finite in many resources 
that determine the quality of life 

— including soil, nutrients, fresh 
water and space for ecosystems 

— doubling of consumption at 
constant time intervals can bring 
disaster with shocking sodden- 


address each new problem in 
turn, without alarmist restric- 
tions. 

The opposing idea of reality is 
environmentalism, which sees 
humanity as a biological spedes 
dependent on the natural world. 
As formidable as our intellect 
may be and as fierce our spirit, 
the argument goes, those qual- 
ities are not enough to free ns 
from the constraints of the natu- 
ral environment We cannot draw 
confidence from successful solu- 
tions to the smaller problems of 
the past. Many of Earth’s vital 
resources are about to be ex- 
hausted, its atmospheric chemis- 
try is deteriorating and human 
populations have already grown 
dangerously large. Natural ecoty- 
stems, the weOsprinpof a health- 
ful environment, are being irrev- 
ersibly degraded. 


Who can safety measure the 
human capacity to overcome the 
limits of Earth? The question of 
central interest is this: Are we 
racing to the brink of an abyss, or 
are we just gathering speed for a 
takeoff to a wonderful future? 

The crystal ball is clouded; the 
human condition baffles as all the 
more because it is unprecedented 
and bizarre, almost beyond 
understanding. 

Opinions on the human pros- 
pect have fallen loosely into two 
schools. The first, exemptional- 
ism, holds that since humankind 
is transcendent in intelligence and 
spirit, so must our spedes have 
been released from the iron laws 
of ecology that bind all other 
spedes. No matter how serious 
tne problem, civilised human 
beings, by ingenuity or force of 
will will find a solution. 

Population growth? Good for 
the economy, claim some of the 
exemptionansts, and many case a 
basic human right, 's&Jet it run. 

'Dmd’slibiti^7T^ . ... 

gy to power the'desfdfing of sea’ the heart of ibis world view 

water, then reclaim the world’s " & the conviction that human, 
deserts. Species going extinct? 

Not to worry. That is nature's 
way. Think of humankind as only 
the latest in a long line of exter- 
minating agents. It any case, be- 
cause our suedes has Dulled free 
of old-style, mindless Nature, we 
have begun a different order of 
life. Evolution should now be 
allowed to proceed along this new 
trajectory. Finally, resources? 

The planet has more than enough 
resources to last indefinitely, if 
human genius is allowed to 


Space scientists theorise the exist- 
ence of a virtually unlimited array 
of other planetary environments, 
almost all of which are unconge- 
nial to human life. Earth is a 
specialised conglomerate of 
organisms and the physical en- 
vironment they create on a day- 
to-day basis, can be destabilised 
and turned lethal by careless 
activity. 

I place myself solidly m the 
environmentalist school, but not 
so radical as to wish a turning 
back of the dock. But I am 
radical enough to take seriously 
the question heard with increas- 
ing frequency: Is humanity suidd- 
al? Is the drive to environmental 
conquest and self-propagation 
embedded so deeply . in our genes 
as to be unstoppable? 

My opinion is that humanity is 
not sakkbi, at least not in the 


“It was a misfortune for the living world that a 
carnivorous primate and not some more benign 
form of anim al made the breakthrough. Our 
species retains hereditary traits that add great- 
ly to our destructive impact We are tribal and 
territorial, intent on private space beyond 
minimal requirements and oriented by selfish 
sexual and reproductive drives. Cooperation 
beyond the family and tribal levels comes 
h ard.” ... ■ • 
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physical and spiritual health de- 
pends on sustaining the planet in 
a relatively unaltered state. Earth 
is our home in a foil, genetic 
sense. Natural ecosystems — 
forests, coral reefs, marine blue 
waters — maintain the world 
exactly as we would wish it to be 
maintained. When we debase the 
environment and extinguish the 
variety of life, we are dismantling 
a support system that is too com- 
plex to understand, let alone re- 
place, in the foreseeable future. 


iiut stated. We are smart 
and have time enough to 
environmental catas- 
trophe of civilisation-threatening 
dimensions. But the technical 
problems are sufficiently formid- 
able to require a redirection of 
much of science and technology, 
and the ethical issues are so basic 
as to force a reconsideration of 
our self-image as a spedes. 

There are reasons for optim- 
ism, reasons to believe that we 
have entered what might some 
day be called the Century of the 
Environment. The Earth Sum- 


Liberal Sweden shocked by growing attacks on immigrants 


By Tony Austin 
Reuter 


STOCKHOLM — A wave of 
racially-inspired attacks on im- 
migrants this summer has 
caused bewilderment and soul- 
searching in Sweden, whose 
record of championing 
Third World causes is second 
to none. 

The Swedish Red Cross 
Society believes xenophobia is 
so rampant it is urging Swedes 
to “take a view — choose sides 
— stop hatred,” in an poster 
campaign using 2,500 public 
buses up and down the 
countxy. 

“There's a big change going 
on in Swedish society. Racist 
attitudes are getting louder so 
we have to shout too,” Red 
Cross spokesman Fetter Mar- 
tenson told Reuters. 

A court at Trollhaitan, west- 
ern Sweden, jailed six young 
men on Sept. 8 for racist 
attacks including one incident 


where a 16-year-old wearing 
jackboots jumped on the head 
of a Somali, causing the victim 
possibly permanent brain 
dam age. 

Two other youths are de- 
tained in Trollhattan, an in- 
dustrial town where SAAB 
cars are made, pending possi- 
ble charges for burning a mos- 
que to the ground on Aug. 14. 

The court deplored that vio- 
lence against immigrants was 
growing, adding that it “caused 
revulsion among the majority 
of people in this country.” 

Gangs of skinheads terroris- 
ing immigrants in the streets in 
Sundsvall, northern Sweden 
and Trollhattan on the west 
coast have forced public atten- 
tion on to a problem which 
some Swedes preferred to be- 
lieve did not exist. 

Words are creeping back 



into the language which used 
to be seen only as subtitles on 
films about the southern Un- 
ited States. 

“The trouble begins every 
night at the flats where the 
svartingar (darkies) live," a 
schoolgirl i said on Swedish 
-Te levisio n. 

"Why do you call those 
■people svartingar?,” a shocked 
reporter asked. 

“The Laserman,” the name 
given by the media to a 40- 
year-old Swede on trial ac- 
cused of shooting immigrants 
using a laser sight, has become 
a cult figure among right-wing 
extremists who wear T-shirts 
illustrating the attacks. 

The street attacks and home- 
made bombs thrown at refugee 
hostels contrast with the image 
of Sweden as a supporter of 
developing countries and once- 
un popular liberation struggles. 

African National Congress 
leader Nelson Mandela paid 
tribute last year to nordic 
countries, particularly Sweden, 
for their moral and financial 
support at a time when most 
western. governments shunned 
South Africa's black national- 
ist movement. 

“What’s happening now in 
Sweden is a more or less global 
phenomenon. Here it has to do 
with the economic situation — 
Swedes are not used to these 
economic problems,” Mr. 
Martenson said. 

From virtually foil employ- 
ment in the 1980s Sweden now 
has an overall jobless rate of 
about 10 per cent. Among im- 
migrants unemployment is 
more than 20 per cent. 

“The refugees and immig- 
rants are seen to represent a 
threat to jobs. They, are also 
resented as a burden on the 
state,” Mr. Martenson said. 

About one million of 
Sweden’s 8.6 million popula- 
tion are immigrants and more 
than 100,000 asylum seekers 
have asked to stay per- 
manently. 

The most common countries 
of origin are Finland, former 


Yugoslavia, Iran, Norway, De- 
nmark , Turkey, Chile, 
Ethiopia and Somalia. 

Even questioning Sweden’s 
Liberal immigration policy used 
to be a political taboo. 

But the right-wing New 
Democracy Party won seats in 
parliament in 1991 for the first 
time on a populist platform 
including a demand to limit the 
number of immigrants, pro- 
voking revulsion in the coun- 
try’s liberal establishment. 

Social Democratic leader 
Ingvar Carlsson blamed New 
Democracy for inspiring the 
mosque arson in Trollhattan 
last month after its co-founder, 
Ian Wachtmeister, said his vi- 
sion of the future Sweden 
“does not include minarets.” 

The editor of the liberal 
evening newspaper Expressen 
was forced to resign this month 
after publishing a controversial 
series on Swedish attitudes to 
immigrants, advertised by bill- 
boards saying “drive them 
out”. 

New Democracy said the 
current policy, under which 
Sweden was a country of first 
asylum tinder the U.N. defini- 
tion, led to friction in overfull 
refugee hostels and substan- 
tially higher crime rates among 
immigrants than among 


Swedes. 

“Everybody in Sweden 
knows the current refugee poli- 
cy is a catastrophe, economi- 
cally, socially and from the 
humanitarian point of view,” 
New Democracy said in a 
statement this week. 

Maria Pia Boethius, a Swed- 
ish writer and women’s rights 
campaigner, sees xenophobia 


as only the latest upsurge in a 
sentiment that has always been 
below the surface. 

“I am ashamed. Are we real- 
ly going to be a people of 
which it can be said ‘what 
happened in Germany in the 
1930s could very well happen 
in Sweden?',” she wrote in an 
article in the socialist evening 
newspaper Aftonbladet. 
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mit, held last year in Rio de 
Janeiro attracted more than 120 
brads of government and helped 
move environmental issues closer 
to the political centre stage: last 
year, too, more than 1,500 senior 
sdentists from 69 countries issued 
a “warning to Humanity'*, stating 
that overpopulation and environ- 
mental deterioration iput the very 
future of life at risk. The greening 
of religion has become a global 
tread, with leaders addressing en- 
vironmental problems as a moral 
issue. Conservation of biodiversi- 
ty is increasingly seen by both 
national governments and major 
landowners as important to their 
country's future. Indonesia, 
home to a large part of tbe native 
Asian plant and anim al spedes, 
has begun to shift to land- 
management practices that con- 
serve and sustainably develop the 
remaining rain forests. Costa 
Rica has created a National Insti- 
tute of Biodiversity. A pan- 
African institute for biodiversity 
research and management has 
been founded, with headquarters 
in Zimbabwe. All over the world 
there is new thinking. 

The will is there. Yet the awful 
truth remains that a large part of 
humanity will suffer no matter 
what is done. The number of 
people living in poverty has risen 
during te past 20 years to nearly 
one billion and is expected to 
increase another 100 million by 
the end of the decade. Whatever 
progress has been made in the 
developing countries, and that 
indudes an overall improvement 
in the standard of living, is 
threatened by a continuance of 
rapid population growth and the 
deterioration of forests and ar- 
able soil. 

Our hopes must be further 
chastened — and this is the cen- 
tral issue — by a seldom- 
recognised distinction between 
the non-living and living environ- 
ments. Science and the political 
process can be adapted to man- 
age the non-living, physical en- 


vironment. Hie human hand is 
pow upon the physical bomcos- 
tat The ozone layer can be most- 
ly restored to the upper atmos- 
phere by elimination of CFCs. 
with these substances peaking at 
six times the present level and 
then subsiding during the next 
half century. Also, with proce- 
dures that will prove far more 
difficult and initially expensive, 
carb o n dioxide and other green- 
house gases can be pulled back to 

concentrations that slow global 

warming. 

The human hand, however, is 
not upon the biological homeos- 
tat. There is no way in sight to 
micromanage the natural ecosy- 
stems and the millions of species 
they contain. That feat might be 
accomplished by generations to 
come, bat then it will be too late 
for the ecosystems — and 
perhaps for us. Despite the 
seemingly bottomless nature of 
creation, humankind has been 
_j away at its diversity, and 
is destined to become, an 
impoverished planet within a cert-- . 
tury if present trends continue. 
Mass extinctions are being re- 
ported with increasing frequency 
everywhere. The main cause is 
the destruction of natural habi- 
tats, especially tropical forests. 
Close behind is the introduction 
of animals that outbreed native 
spedes. 

The few thousand biologists 
worldwide who specialise in di- 
versity can witness and report no 
more than a very small percen- 
tage of the extinctions actually 
occurring. They have facilities to 
keep track of only a tiny fraction 
of the millions of species and a 
sliver of the planet's surface on a 
yearly basis. They have devised a 
rule of thumb to characterise the 
situation: that whenever careful 
studies are made of habitau be- 
fore and after disturbance, ex- 
tinctions almost always come to 
light. The corollary: the majority 
of extinctions are never observed. 
Spedes are vanishing before they 
can be even discovered. 

There is a way, nonetheless, to 
estimate the rate of loss indirect- 
ly. Independent studies around 
the world and in fresh and marine 
waters have revealed a robust 
connection between the size of a' 
habitat and the amount of biodiv- 
ersity it contains. Even a small 
loss in area reduces the number 
of spedes. The relation is such 
that when the area of the habitat 
b cut to a tenth of its original 
cover, the number of spedes 
eventually drops by roughly one- 
half. Tropical rainforests, 
thought to harbour a majority of 
Earth's spedes (why conserva- 
tionists get so exe rased about, 
them), are being reduced by 
nearly that magnitude. When 
area reduction and all the other 
extinction agents are considered 
•together, it is reasonable to pro- 
ject a reduction by 20 per cent or 
more of the rainforest spedes by 
the year 2020, climbing to SO per 
cent or more by mid-century, if 
nothing is done to change current 
practice. 

. The ongoing loss will not be 
replaced by evolution in any 
period of time that has meaning 
tor humanity. Extinction is now 
proceeding thousands of times 
raster than the production of new 
spedes. The average lifespan of a 
spedes and its descendants in 


past geological eras varied 
according to group (like moluscs 
or echinoderms or flowering 
plants) from about 1 to 10 million 
years. In the past 500 million 
years, there have been five great 
extinction spasms comparable to 
the one now being inaugurated by 
human expansion. The latest en- 
ded the Age of Reptiles 66 mil- 
lion years ago. In each case, it 
took more than 10 million years 
for evolution to replenish the 
biodiversity lost. And that was in 
an otherwise undisturbed en- 
vironment. 

The surviving biosphere re- 
mains the great unknown of 
Earth. On the practical side, it is 
hard even to imagine what other 
species have to offer in the way of 
new pharmaceuticals, crops, 
fibres, petroleum substitutes and 
other products. We have only a 
poor grasp of the ecosystem ser- 
vices by which other organisms 
cleanse the water, turn soil into a 
fertile living cover and manufac- 
ture the very air we breathe. We 
only sense what the highly diverse 
natural world means to our men- 
tal well-being. 

Indeed, if all the world's 
biologists, armed with unlimited 
funds, were to try to collect sam- 
ples of all the species of organ- 
isms in a rain-forest, and then 
were to try to replace themm on 
empty ground, they would not 
know remotely how to do it. In 
one forest patch can live legions 
of species: perhaps 300 birds, 500 
butterflies, 200 ants, 50,000 bee- 
tles, 1 ,000 trees, 5,000 fungi, tens 
of thousands of bacteria and so 
on down a long roster of major 
groups. Each species occupies a 
niche, demanding a certain place, 
an exact microclimate, particular 
nutrients and temperature and 
humidity cycles with specified 
timing to trigger phases of the life 
cyde. Many, perhaps most, of the 
species are locked in symbioses 
with other species; they cannot 
survive and reproduce unless 
arrayed with their partners in the 
correct configurations. 

In its neglect of the rest of life, 
exemptionalism fails definitively. 
To move ahead as though scien- 
tific and entrepreneurial genius 
will solve each crisis implies that 
the biosphere can be similarly 
manipulated. But the world is too 
complicated to be turned into a 
garden. There is no biological 
homeostat that can be worked by 
humanity; to believe otherwise is 
to risk reducing a large part of 
Earth to a wasteland. 

The environmentalist vision, 
less exuberant than exemptional- 
ism, is closer to reality. It sees 
humanity entering a bottleneck 
.antique in hf?lory, constricted by 
population’ and' economic press- 
ures. In order to pass throogh to 
the other side, within perhaps 50 
to 100 years, more science and 
entreprenurship will have to be 
devoted to stabilising the global 
environment. That can be accom- 
plished only by hatting popula- 
tion growth and devising a wiser’ 
use of resources than has been 
accomplished to date. And wise 
use means preserving the surviv- 
ing ecosystems, micro-managing 
them only enough to save the 
biodiversity they contain, until 
such time as they can be under- 
stood and employed in the fullest 
sense for human benefit — New 
York Times Magazine. 
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G-7 throws weight behind Yeltsin 


Washington <r> — The 

finance ministers of the seven 
richest powers squarely backed 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin's reform bid to create a free 
market society out of the 
world's first communist state. 

The Group of Seven (G-7) 
ministers appeared to sweep 
aside their own squabbles at a 
meeting Saturday over how to 
nurture global economic recov- 
ery in order to focus on the 
immediate challenges facing 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

Bucking the Russian leader 
in his tense showdown with his 
political opponents in parlia- 
ment this week, the G-7 said: 

"Ministers expressed their 
very strong hope that the latest 
developments will help Russia 
achieve a decisive break- 
through onto the path of mar- 
ket reform." 

In their joint statement the 
ministers "praised President 
Yeltsin's commitment to pur- 
sue the path of market- 


oriented reform. They saw this 
path as the right one for creat- 
ing a belter Future for Russia's 
people and for integrating Rus- 
sia into the world economy." 

And. "they reaffirmed their 
commitment to the programme 
of support agreed to in Tokyo 
in April and urged the Russian 
government to'take the mea- 
sures necessary for it to be fully 
effective.” 

The high spot of the four 
hours of talks was a briefing by 
Russian Finance Minister 
Boris Fyodorov, who made 
welcome noises on democracy 
and debt repayment, rallying 
support for Mr. Yeltsin's re- 
forms. 

G-7 officials said Mr. 
Fyodorov indicated Russia 
would pay off its debt arrears. 

British Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Kenneth Clarke said 
the seven did not offer to 
slacken the conditions they 
have put on giving more aid to 
Moscow. 


But French Economy Minis- 
ter Edmond Alphundery told 
France Inter Radio that Mr. 
Fyodorov had promised that 
the conditions would be met to 
unblock the aid. 

One G-7 official told Reu- 
ters the easy Texan charm of 
the day’s chairman. U.S. 
Treasury Lloyd Bentsen. play- 
ed a big part in what he de- 
scribed as the "extremely ge- 
nial” atmosphere of Saturday's 
meeting. 

A note on the need to ensure 
the Palestinian-Israel peace 
accord is nurtured with finan- 
cial aid passed without a mur- 
mur. 

The GATT trade talks, 
which risk dividing the major 
powers as the European Com- 
munity and United States 
thrash out their differences on 
farm trade next week, were 
barely touched on. 

“No one put pressure on 
anyone." an official said. 


Mr. Bentsen also made 
things easier by getting his 
colleagues to agree to dispense 
with the traditional G-7 final 
communique. 

At previous meetings this 
year, the United States. Cana- 
da and the four European G-7 
members — Germany. France. 
Britain and Italy — have criti- 
cised Japan for not spending 
enough to stoke up rhe eco- 
nomy. 

The Europeans and Japan 
have criticised the United 
States for not doing enough to 
get its budget deficit down. 
And the North Americans and 
Japanese have laid into 
Europe, particularly Germany, 
for keeping interest rates too 
high. 

But German Finance Minis- 
ter Theo Waigel said there was 
"not a hint of criticism” of 
German monetary policy, de- 
spite the fact Mr. Bentsen hud 
warned just two days before 


that Germany could do more 
to ease Europe's recession by 
cutting rates. 

Japanese officials said 
Tokyo, too. avoided the heat. 
Mr. Bentsen told reporters he 
was pleased with what the 
Japanese have done, even 
though he thought they could 
do more. 

"We are heading in the right 
direction, but substantially 
more remains to be done." Mr. 
Bentsen said. The name of the 
game remained creating jobs 
in the industrialised world, 
though. 

As discussions widen out 
Sunday to include the mem- 
bers of the Group of Ten and 
the annual meetings begin of 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF1 and World Bank, 
the central issue of how the 
biggest powers are going to 
tackle rising unemployment is 
unlikely to get any more he- 
ated. 


Poor countries call for 
conclusion of trade talks 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Attempts by the Third World 
and former Soviet-bloc states 
to build market economies will 
be undermined if the industrial 
world fails to conclude world 
trade talks, poor nations 
warned Saturday. 

Ministers from 24 develop- 
ing nations meeting at the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) criticised rich nations 
for failing to settle disputes and 
seal a trade deal that is crucial 
for global economic growth. 

The Uruguay Round of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GAIT) has drag- 
ged on for seven years, fuelling 
protectionist policies and sub- 
sidies, particularly in Europe, 
the nations said in a com- 
munique. 

“Protectionism ...and the in- 
ability to finish this Uruguay 
Round is preventing us from 
moving into these industrial- 


Russian bear growls, 
bulls barely stir 


LONDON (R) — Even Rus- 
sia’s political crisis — whether 
it’s seen as a threat to world 
peace or to key supplies of raw 
materials — could not lift the 
gloom this week that hangs 
heavy over major commodity 
prices. 

“With the outlook for 
growth aroun 1 the world fairly 
poor in the near tenn I think 
they (prices) will continue to 
be depressed. We could see 
prices getting worse before the 
end of the year,” one London- 
based economist said. 

The stark fact is that the 
majority of the world's most 
important and actively traded 
commodities are in oversupply 
and their main buyers finan- 
cially unable to mop up the 
excess. 

After Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin dissolved parlia- 
ment early in the week, prices 
from oil to gold bounced up 
but never for long. 

Gold, which like the dollar is 
a hiding place for money 
whenever the world looks close 
to chaos, was only about $5.50 
up on the week at a little over 
$357. 

“The market is basically 
bearish. The Russian rallies 
have just added to the dis- 
appointment because they 
have been so short and have 
had no follow-through,'* one 
analyst said. 

But some analysts said that 
the funds, especially those in 
the United States whose huge 
investments earlier in the sum- 
mer were key in pushing gold 
above $400, were still hovering 
around, waiting for a chance to 
profit on any reaction to de- 
velopments in Russia. 

“The key is the Russian 
volatility. If it continues, it will 
cause shifting out of European 
currencies as well as the dollar 
into safer vehicles,” Bette 
Raptopoulos of Prudential 
Securities said in New York. 

Oil, rhe commodity with the 
longest-lived producer pact, 
also got briefly excited by the 


Russian news with Brent crude 
moving up to almost $17 at one 
time. 

But by the end of the week it 
was down to $16.36 in a ner- 
vous market ahead of the 
weeekend full OPEC meeting 
in Geneva. 

Some industrial metals, for 
which Russia is a major sup- 
plier, rose on belief the Mos- 
cow events might interfere 
with supplies but soon fell back 
as traders realised there are 
more than ample stocks to 
keep factories going. 

Metals have been among the 
hardest hit by the global reces- 
ssion and copper, artificially 
supported fbr weeks, finally 
tumbled this week to near six- 
year lows when the props were 
removed. 

Tin prices are just above 
their lowest for 20 years, nickel 
and lead are both close to 
seven-years lows, and zinc is at 
six-year lows. 

Their problems were only 
highlighted by the announce- 
ment Friday by the London 
Metal Exchange that stocks of 
non-ferrous metals in its ware- 
houses bad topped four million 
tonnes for the first time. That 
is worth almost $5 billion. 

Food is not much better. 

The International Wheat 
Council Thursday predicted 
the world’s wheat crop this 
year would be the second big- 
gest ever and traders said grain 
prices were destined to slide 
because demand was not pick- 
ing up. 

Two commodities, however, 
continue to stand out with their 
producers at last able to cash in 
after years of depression. 

Coffee, supported by agree- 
ment by producers to keep a 
fifth of their exports off the 
market from October, is now 
double what it was worth last 
year at almost $1,300 a tonne. 

But some analysts are 
wondering how long the agree- 
ment will last given the col- 
lapse of nearly every other 
commodity over recent years. 



“No, your hairy back doesn’t look 
any better with a ponytail.” 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| $ by Henri Arnold 
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WHAT TKE REF- 
CAF' WHO WENT 
INTO FOREIGN 
WAS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: AN^ 


rxm 


Yesterday's 


[X 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BULLY PARCH INFLUX AMBUSH 
Answer What the inebnaied insect was— A BAR PLY 


IMF chief 
sees quick 
flow of 
money to 
S. Africa 

WASHINGTON (R) — .Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
leader Nelson Mandela Satur- 
day won a pledge for $850 
million in IMF aid, securing 
badly needed funds for South 
Africa’s troubled economy. 

Treated like a bead of state, 
Mr. Mandela found that his 
plea to tear down economic 
sanctions against South Africa 
was being met with swift action 
in the West. 

International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Managing Direc- 
tor Michel Camdessus said af- 
ter meeting Mr. Mandela that 
he was eager to channel within 
;days the first multilateral 
assistance to South Africa, 
since sanctions were erected in 
the early 1980s. 

Mr. Mandela told the Un- 
ited Nations Friday it was time 
to repeal sanctions against 
South Africa as the countjy 
moves towards democracy and 
elections next April. 

While the United States and 
the European Community 
have already lifted most res- 
trictions on trade, the appeal 
from Mr. Mandela — who 
spent 27 years in jail for his 
opposition to apartheid — 
clears the way for badly- 
needed investment. 

After Mr. Mandela pleaded 
for an end to sanctions, the 
United States, Canada, Au- 
stralia and New Zealand said 
they would comply. The Com- 
monwealth, a 50-nation group- 
ing of former British colonies, 
recommended scrapping trade 
sanctions. 

Billions of dollars in poten- 
tial investment money, locked 
up in pension funds, could be 
free to flow to South Africa 
from the West once the embar- 
goes are lifted. 


Iraq says oil price drop 
hitting producer countries 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, 
whose oil exports are blocked 
by U.N sanctions, said Sunday 
a drop in oil prices was badly 
affecting producers in develop- 
ing countries. 

“The acute slump in oil 
prices entails grave consequ- 
ences for the interests of de- 
veloping countries exporting 
oil,” CHI Minister Safa Hadi 
Jawad said in an interview in 
the government newspaper A1 
Jumfaouriyah. 

“Oil revenues started de- 
teriorating in several OFEC 
countries in absolute and prop- 
ortional terms,” Mr. Jawad. 
said. 

The remarks were Mr. 
Jawad’s first since he took 
over Iraq’s oil portfolio this 
month from Usama Abdul 
Razzaq A1 Hiti in a major 
cabinet reshuffle ordered by 
President Saddam Hussein. 

OPEC ministers are current- 
ly in Geneva trying to forge 
consensus on output and boost 
oil prices from three-year lows 
caused by chronic overproduc- 
tion and the sluggish world - 


economy. 

Oil ministry sources said 
Iraq was represented in the 
meeting by its ambassador in 
Vienna. 

Mr. Jawad blamed the price 
decline on “huge surplus pro- 
duction.” But unlike bis prede- 
cessor he stopped short of 
lashing out at OPEC quota 
busters. 

In the past, Iraq has blamed 
Saudi Arabia ana Kuwait for 
overproducing. It warned 
OPEC members against steal- 
ing Iraq’s output quota while 
its exports were blocked by 
U.N. sanctions. 

Mr. Jawad criticised U.N. 
trade sanctions on Iraq which 
be said kept “a very positive 
and effective power” out of the 
oil market. 

He said Iraq’s absence had 
removed a significant balanc- 
ing factor from the market, 
and this had a bad effect on 
developing country oil produc- 
ers who were now suffering 
from falling prices and re- 
venues. 

“Iraq with its huge oil poten- 


tial and its principled stands 
was and still is an effective 
force in the world oil mar- 
kets,” Mr. Jawad said. 

Mr. Jawad stud his country 
was looking forward to playing 
a positive role in world mar- 
kets once the oil embargo was 
removed. 

He did not say how Iraq’s 
return would bring balance to 
already glutted world markets 
or how prices would pick up if 
Iraq throws in its export weight 
of about 2.5 million barrels a 
day. 

Iraq hopes the United Na- 
tions Security Council will 
eventually lift the oil embargo 
if it fully meets all U.N. de- 
mands on banned weapons and 
future control and monitoring. 

Iraq and the U.N. are to 
hold high-level political and 
technical talks by the end of 
September. 

Baghdad is seeking a prom- 
ise from the U.N. to have the 
stringent sanctions, imposed 
after Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, eased or lifted in re- 
turn for full compliance. 


Pakistan to start power privatisation 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakis- 
tan’s four provinces have 
agreed on a formula that paved 
the way for the privatisation of 
parts of the nation's huge pow- 
er industry. 

The Council of Common In- 
terests, representing the four 
provinces, met the federal gov- 
ernment and agreed to amend 
the 1958 Water and Power 
Development Authority 
(WAPDA) act that had forbid- 
den the privatisation or sale of 
WAPDA’s assets. 

"A consensus has been ar- 
rived at for privatisation with- 
out any restrictions on who 
takes pan.” Water and Power 
Minister Khurshid Marker told 
Reuters. 

The first sections of Pakis- 
tan's power industry to be sold 
would be thermal power plants 


and power distribution sectors, 
a government announcement 
said. 

The sale of hydroelectric 
plants and the national grid 
was nor agreed and these 
would remain parr of WAP- 
DA. it said. 

The four provinces had been 
reluctant to agree to the sale of 
WAPDA, fearing their re- 
venues would be cut. 

"Assurances were given that 
in no way will the level of 
payments go down.” Com- 
munications Minister Ahmad 
Farooq said. "We will be look- 
ing carefully that the interests 
of all provinces are protected.’’ 

He said the provinces would 
be associated with the sale 
process to be carried out by the 
Privatisation Commission. 

WAPDA produces about 


7,900 megawatts a year, falling 
about 1.500 megawatts short of 
demand. The main sources of 
power are thermal, providing 
4,156 megawatts, and hyd- 
roelectric 3.761. 

Amendment of rhe act will 
also allow WAPDA to set up 
joint ventures with rhe private 
sector to boost power genera- 
tion. 

Mr. Marker said there would 
be no restrictions on foreign 
participation. Foreign invest- 
ment is allowed on up to 100 
per cent of equity under far- 
reaching economic reforms to 
deregulate Pakistan's economy 
launched in 1991. 

Officials declined to say how 
much they expected the sale of 
the WAPDA units to raise and 
refused to give an estimate of 
WAPDA’s assets. 


Peanuts 


W0R5E5 ARE RELATIVELY 
EA5Y TO TRAIN ..MULES ARE 
EASIER TO TRAIN THAN 
DONKEYS JT TAKES 
PATIENCE TO TRAIN A 
DONKEY... A MULE IS 
ONE-HALF DONKEY AND 
ONE-HALF HOR56.. 
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ised countries’ markets,” 
Mohammad Imady, Syrian 
economy and foreign trade 
minister and chairman of the 
meeting, told a news confer- 
ence. 

The GATT round now faces 
a make-or-break deadline of 
Dec. 15 but a heated dispute 
over agricultural trade be- 
tween die United States and 
European Community has put 
a road block to current nego- 
tiations. 

Trade chiefs are due to 
thrash out this and other 
GATT matters at a meeting 
Monday, but few expect any 
quick breakthrough on the 
fractious farm issue. 

The ministers of the G-24 
plan to present a document 
laying out their position to the 
IMF- World Bank annual meet- 
ing starting here next week. 

After meeting with the G- 
24, IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus praised the 
free market policies being 
embraced by many developing 
nations, meeting sources said. 

But in a communique re- 
leased after the meeting, 
ministers from eight Latin 
American, eight African and 
eight Asian nations said those 
economic reforms would be 
jeopardised unless there are 
open markets for their pro- 
ducts. 

“Failure to reach agreement 
(on GATT) would erode busi- 
ness confidence and under- 


mine the outward-oriented re- 
form strategies that are being 
followed by many developing 
countries as well as formerly 
centrally planned economies, 
they said. 

They blasted the “cost of 
protectionist policies of the in- 
dustrial countries, borne by 
consumers of those countries 
themselves” and denounced 

taxes on oil products as “highly 
rii«tn rti ve and discriminatory. 

In the communique, they 
said sluggish performance in 
the industrial world is also 
undermining public support for 
badly needed financial aid for 
the Third World. 

But they said such concerns 
were based on misconceptions 
and urged governments and 
lending agencies to help “im- 
prove public understanding of 
these issues and to help mobil- 
ise wider political support 
...for increased aid flows." 

The G-24 hailed continued 
growth, debt reduction agree- 
ments and the return to private 
capitals in many developing 
nations. 

Still, it noted, many are left 
out of the boon: 

— A 25 per cent decline in 
commodities prices since 1990 
is hurting many of its mem- 
bers. 

— Per capita real income in 
sub-Saharan Africa is lower 
than it was more than a decade 
ago. 


Yamaha to cut 1 ,500 jobs 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's Yamaha corp. plans to reduce its' * 
work force by 1.500 over the next three years us part of 
restructuring efforts, a news report has said. The restructuring 
plan by the top Japanese manufacturer of pianos and other 
musical instruments is intended to deal with slow sales amid 
the current economic slump. Kyodo News Service quoted 
company sources as saving. Yairtha now has a work force of 
10.500. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY SEPTEMBER 27, 1993 

By. Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Rights, Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Uranus goes direct at early this 
morning heightening ambition 
and intuition giving rise to in- 
ventive. spontaneous imagina- 
tion that will pat you on the right 
channel and provide new in- 
terests. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don’t hold on to an old course of 
action chat keeps you from being 
able ro show forth the many 
talents with which you are so 
richly imbued. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have the chance now to get 
rid of an obligation that has kept 
you from having the greatest 
possible amount of harmony at 
your own residence. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You need to get away from a 
limiting associate in the outside 
world >'f you are going to be most 
productive in your everyday 
routines, outlets. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is the day to make 
sure you don't spend ail your 
time at trivial duties will keep 
you from being aware of your 
ability to enlarge your abund- 
ance. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Past 
outlets are not for you today but 
look for a new inspiration by 
which to gain some advance de- 
sires which can catapult you for- 
ward in life. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Think about the various 


aims you have that have recently 
become a part of your thinking 
and interests and don't hold so 
tightly to family bonds. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) This is the moment when 
good friends are now aware of 
what you want most om of life 
and are willing to sit down in 
person and gain specific plans 
from you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Think about the 
various newslantsyou have on an 
important public matter and you 
find you will be able to work it 
out to your advantage. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Think about 
the best means by which you can 
put in motion your most worth- 
while interests and activities and 
don't let personal dissipation rule 
yoc 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you have 
in mind that involves attending 
to a duty that puzzles you is best 
handled by getting a new slant on 
ways to solve the issue. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Slay away from a 
time consuming and limiting 
friend and be with an outside 
associate who has considerable 
vision and go along with ideas 
expressed. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Eschew worldly interests and 
get at those private interests and 
activities that are demanding 
attention and do them in a highly 
creative fashion. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Kenneth Holden 


ACROSS 
i Caveeweters 
5 City on the NMe 
10 Playwright — 
Hart 

14 — Bator 
iSMcheo 

16 Rectangular 
Piaster 

17 Sea r c h 
thoroughly 

18 Rest 

20 Soft-sheH clam 

22 Solitudinarian 

23 Gentle 
2* DDEs 

command 
25 John or Mary 
27 More impudent 
3! Him tor 
33 MAlary ploy 

35 Moderate 

36 Exclamation of 
regret 

38 Oxsye 
<0 Pitfall 

41 bre atone 

42 Scour 

44 Couple 

45 Disheveled 

46 Doctor 

50 Be troubled 

51 Signify 
54 Manage 
56 Connubial 
S9 Resembles 

61 Protective 
spray’ 

62 Row 

63 Tempest 

64 Related 

3 P»On«r car 
maker 

66 One-time 
senator. 
Kalai/ver 

67 smite t» 
your 
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1 Erupt 

2 Winged 

3 Surprised 

4 Goiters JC amt 
Sam 

5 Cetestid! body 
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7 Stir -trying 
vessel 

8 To shelter 

9 Handier 

10 Small monkey 

1 1 The — love . 

12 ERA. p.g. 
t3 Tokyo tipple 
19 Greek letter 

21 Gooden 5 team 

26 Do a double . 
take 

27 Attack 

28 Not easily 
accepted 

29 JACOBS twm 

30 Cettam used car 

31 Prohibited 

32 King o! comedy 
34 Hoajssor 

_ baseball 
37 Than mb 15 

39 Sail 
supports 
43— do-wai 
46 Overtook 


Yesterday's Pirate Solved: 
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53 57 Newts 

VerttjjjB 58 Only 

54 Mr Preminger BOChHd 
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7.000 

7.000 

122,064 

0.360 

0.160 

0.530 

11,920 

7.250 

7.150 

7.410 

93,092 

2.600 

2.660 

2.660 

10, 752 

3.100 

3.170 

2. BOO 

2,000 

19.500 

20.000 

20.000 

617 

2.510 

2.550 

2.620 

41 

0.430 

0.410 - 

0.410 

21.204 

16.000 

16.000 

16.750 

430 

2.410 

2.520 

2.520 

17, 364 

9.250 

9.200 

9.600 

15.671 

3.500 

5.500 

6.500 

3,560 

3.550 

1.560 

3.560 

1,722 

0.360 

0.360 

0.J70 

7,209 

0.000 

B.0S0 

a. iso 

3,760 

3.530 

3.600 

1.600 

063 

3.300 

3.4SO 

3.450 

3.016 

1.520 

1.470 

1.570 

5.431 

5.380 

5.440 

6.420 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 

(September 20-September 24, 1993) 

AMMAN — The U.S. dollar was firm against alf other major 
currencies last week:' It ended tht week. 1.5 pet cent higher 
against the mark, 1~50 per cent higher against Sterling and 1.39 
per cent higher against the yen. While a great er-tban-cxpccted 
cut in the Japanese discount rate Tuesday had a significant . 
impact, the dollar was also boosted by a new political crisis in 
Russia. 

The dollar was slightly lower against the mark and Sterling 
Monday, but moved a bit higher against the yen. Analysts 
indicated that the doUar moved higher against the yen as a 
result of traders' reaction to a report by a Japanese news 
agency that the Bank of Japan would cut the official discount 
rate by 0.75 per cent the next day, instead of die 0.50 per cent 
cut that had been widely anticipated. The agency indicated - 
that this move- was expected to boost the Japanese economy 
and halt the state of deterioration it had witnessed recently as 
a result of the yen’s sharp rise against the dollar. The dollar fell 
against the mark, however, in response to a dollar sell-off on 
profit-taking. 

The dollar’s retreat against the mark was also attributed to 
traders' concern over dollar selling by central banks, as well as 
increased expectations that the Bundesbank would not cut 
interest rates further during its Council meeting Thursday, the 
last meeting presided over by President SchJesinger, before 
handing over to Vice President Tieuneyer. 

The dollar rallied sharply against other major currencies 
Tuesday, especially against the - German unit. Its rally 
appeared to be inspired by news that Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin bad dissolve^ Parliament, which made the dollar an 
attractive safe- haVen currency. News also indicated that the 
conservatives in the Parh'ament responded to Mr. Yeltsin’s 
move by calling for annulment of his powers and declaring bis 
opponent, Rustkoi, as the new president. Analysts indicated 
that the dollar moved higher against the mark on growing 
beliefs that Germany would suffer the most, should the 
Russian crisis escalate! as h had strong trade links with Russia. 

Meanwhile, the dollar also appreciated against the yen in response 
to a greater-than-expected cut tn the Japanese discount rate by 0.75 
per cent to 1.75 per cent. In addition, the dollar got some support 
following comments by U.S. Treasury Secretary Lloyed Bensen that 
day. Mr. Bentsen was quoted as saying that be welcomed Japan's 
09 Discount Rate cut and that this step should help reduce Japan's huge 
‘ trade surplus with the U.S. The dollar, thus ended at 106.33 yen, ns 
highest for the week. 

The dollar traded in narrow ranges Wednesday, but was slightly 
lower againu other major currencies as traders took profits on their 
long dollar positions, built-up on safe-haven' considerations the 
previous day. But traders were also reluctant to aggressively sell the 
dollar, since indications still pointed to an unstable political situation 
in Russia. The dollar also appreciated against the mark during trading 
hours in response to increased demand for U.S. assets, due to the 
on-going political tensions in Russia. But position squaring caused the 
dollar to retreat at New York dose. In the meantime, comments by 
Mr. Bentsen calling for more German interest rate cuts and more 
Japanese fiscal stimulus, failed to support the dollar. 

The dollar rebounded sharply against the mark Thursday, but fell 
modestly- against the yen, as market reports reflected marked 
uncertainty over the implications of the political crisis in Russia on the 
German currency. Reports indicated that traders remained preoccu- 
pied with the uncertain political situation in Russia because of 
Germany’s economic and geographic ries'with Russia.-Tbe dollar thus 
ended at 1.6435, its highest for the week. 

The dollar retreated attains! the mark Friday, but remained 



dollars on profit-taking. -JS- 

position squaring ahead of the G-7 meeting the next day: On the other 
M hand, analysts indicated that mark selling in response to the Russian 
^ situation during the week was overdone compared to its trade with 
other countries, as Germany's trade with Russia was considered to be 
relatively small compared to its trade with other countries. They also 
indicated that German banks are well provisioned, should Russia 
default on its debts. In the meantime a bett e r-tha n-expected rise in 
August durable goods orders- by 2.0 per oent in the U.S., failed to 
affect exchange rates. 

Cmtnl Bank of Jordan Excluuaga Rata BnOatia 

Dhta:.2*/9/7993 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Destsdie Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French- Franc 


Japanese Yen*. 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


‘Italian Lira- 9, 


Belgian Franc 


Bid 


Q.69ZQ 


1.0428 


0.4214- 


0.4836 


■ 0.1212 


0.6521 


0.376Q 


0.0431 


Offer 


0.6940 


1.0480 


0.4235 


0.4860 


0.1218 


0.6554 


0.3779 


44*** 


0.0439 
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Kuwait captures more oil 
product sales in Asia 


SINGAPORE (R) — Kuwait 
Petroleum Corp (KPC). faced 
with expanding refining capac- 
ity at home and fewer Middle 
East prduct outlets, is capuinna 
a larger slice of the Far East oil 
market, traders said. 

Since Kuwait increased term 
crude processing volumes in 
Singapore and spot processing 
at South Korean refineries, 
more of their products have 
been sold directly to Indone- 
sia. Vietnam. India and the 
Philippines, Traders said. 

“KPC has increased sales, 
' particularly in the second-half 
of the year, and are able to 
commit larger volumes," a 
trader said. 

- Two million barrels of gas oil 
were supplied by KPC at 15-25 
U.S. cents premium to Singa- 
pore quotations CF in 
September. 

These imports were in addi- 
tion to the usual 1.5 to two 
million barrels Indonesia buys 
from the spot market each 
month. 

A large portion of Indone- 
sia's October gas oil require- 
ments are also expected to be 
met by KPC, sources said. 

"They (Indonesians) still 
buy from other traders, but 
what is true is that KPC is now 
an additional source of supply 
and prices have become me — 
competitive," an In done? 
source said. 

Kuwaiti jet fuel cargoes ' e 
also been sold to Indonesia to 
meet the country’s monthly de- 


mand for about 300.000 bar- 
rels. 

Increased Indonesian buying 
of distillates was prompted by 
the shutdown of a hydrocrack- 
er at the Balikapan refinery. 

A crack in the gas compress- 
or caused the refinery to oper- 
ate at half capacity of about 
50,000 barrels per day (b/d) for 
two weeks in late-August to 
early-September. sources said. 

Aside from Kuwait's inroads 
into the lucrative Indonesian 
market, traders said the emi- 
rate has taken over much of 
the Indian market, a major 
outlet for diesel and kerosene 
in Asia. 

As its refining capacity re- 
turns onstream, Kuwait has 
become India’s largest term 
supplier of middle distillates, 
out-doing Abu Dhabi, Bahrain 
and Malaysia's PETCO, trad- 
ers said. 

Kuwait supplied about 
50,000 b/d of distillates in term 
contracts to India last year, 
and is expected to raise volume 
by increasing spot middle dis- 
tillates sales this year. 

"Kuwait will have more 
supply of products when the 
Shuaiba refinery comes on- 
stream next month, and the 
Iranians stop taking so much 
from the spot market," an 
Asian oil refiner said. 

Iran started up the 90,000 
b/d Arak refinery this month 
and will be boosting capacity at 
the 230,000 b/d Abadan re- 
finery. 


President Saleh urges 
foreign investment in Yemen 


SANAA (R) — Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh Satur- 
day called for Arab and foreign 
investment in his impoverished 
country and promised to pump 
revenues from increasing oil 
production into development 

plans. 

President Saleh said in a 
televised address the new 
coalition government, formed 
after united Yemen's first 
general elections in April, was 
committed to economic reform 
to deal with inflation and un- 
employment. 

"We assert that revenues 
from this promising oil wealthy 
should be used to bring prog- 
ress and prosperity to our peo- 
ple and to develop the agri- 
cultural sector," he said. “We 
repeat our welcome to Arab 
and foreign investments in our 
country and urge the govern- 
ment to give more attention to 


the investors and direct their 
investments towards the sec- 
tors and projects that achieve 
common benefit." 

President Saleh said oil re- 
serves at the Jannah field were 
estimated at 347 million barrels 
while reserves at the Shabwa 
field stood at 180 million bar- 
rels. 

Yemen had said it expects its 
oil production capacity to in- 
crease by a further 60,000 b/d 
next year, when production 
starts from the Shabwa and 
Jannah fields, operated by the 
French oil firm Total and Saudi 
Arabia's Nimir Petroleum 
Company. 

President Salbh said around 
30 foreign oil companies were 
currently operating in Yemen, 
which Thursday formally inau- 
gurated oil exports from the 
major new producing region of 
Masila, raising its oil produc- 


tion to around 300,000 barrels 
per day (b/d). 

Yemen, which started pro- 
ducing oil in 1987 from the 
Marib region, now increases its 
total output by 120.000 b/d 
from 10 wells in Masila. 

Most of Yemen's oil produc- 
tion, fluctuating between 
170,000 and 200,000 b/d, had 
come from fields in the eastern 
Marib region. 

President Saleh said 15 tril- 
lion cubic feet of gas have been 
found in the Marib field and 
Yemen was now meeting its 
local needs for gas. He said 
revenues expected from the 
production and export of gas 
are estimated at 33 billion in 
the next 30 years. 

He said Yemen was studying 
offers to tap its natural gas 
resources and hopes to liquefy 
the gas for export at an initial 
rate of five million tonnes a 



Ail Abdullah Saleh 

year. 

"Now there are studies to 
carry out a liquefied natural 
gas project whose investment 
cost will be S2.5 billion and 
aims at producing five million 
tonnes a year of natural gas for 
export in addition to producing 
one million tonnes of liquefied 
gas for generating power in 
Yemen," President Saleh said. 


EC seen keeping single currency goal 


BRUSSELS (R) — Britain's 
latest call for a new agenda for 
the European Community 
(EC) following a year of poli- 
tical and monetary upheavals 
seems unlikely to deter its part- 
ners from pursuing their goal 
of a single EC currency. 

Prime Minister John Major's 
tirade Friday against dinging 
to "old nostrums" in a chang- 
ing world was dismissed by 


diplomats in Brussels as an 
attempt to appease party critics. 

Dogged by opponents of the 
Maastricht treaty on political 
and monetary union, who 
almost brought down his Con- 
servative government. Mr. 
Major is portrayed daily in the 
British press as fight ing’to save 
his premiership. 

Other EC governments, 
though chastened by the tur- 


moil on financial markets 
which forced dramatic changes 
to the EC's currency grid in 
August, still regard the' treaty 
and its goal of deeper integra- 
tion us the only way ahead for 
the Community. 

Their plan for a special EC 
summit on Oct. 29 — once 
Germany's constitutional court 
has cleared the final obstacle to 
ratification of the treaty — is 


designed precisely to reaffirm 
their faith and relaunch the 
Community and Maastricht. 

In his article in the Econom- 
ist Friday. Mr. Major ridiculed 
their quasi-religious belief, 
saying that to "recite the man- 
tra'* of economic and monetary 
union (EMU) as if nothing had 
changed would be as quaint as 
doing a rain dance and about 
as effective. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


MCKMG. AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE. TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS. 


KAWARASONS 

60«<p6 6Q4S1K, ^ 
PO.BOX 7806 . . 



CROWN INTLEST. 
Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 
worldwide Removals 
Air. Sea and Land 


B 



Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 

Real 

Estate 

Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFRC1AL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 





Dally Lunch 
-S* J/fe+ct*' 



Parole 


•iii! - Jordan Sapcnr.arke' BLDG 
lW Tel: 824677 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get- 

• JUMBO photo 

sfzw 30% larger 

* From enfarge- 
nwit 20 x 30 cm 

Shmdsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


AtNeGf&GoBvh 

SELECT HOTEL 


s uy im e a 



One visit will make yon 
a steady y we bdlevein 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every roomJi 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAIMITEL 

drills 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



French Cui 


Aine 


Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Near Babish m 
Amman-Jordan 

a a elk 

*«« in 






PEKING 

' RESTAURANT 

AUIHEWK CHWESe-CUBWE 
Began: 

Colorful 
Atmosphere^ 

Moderate 
Prices 

Shmeteanl 
Tel 660260 
open daily 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight > 


iz & ? * Jt 



un* 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


v WltOMll 

' 120 . 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from eU great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
P l tp —d by mar 
atatcMk 
Open daSy lor 
lunch & timer 
Tike an; ante 
Jabai A1 Hussein 
MHstry of Trade 

& industrial Rd. 


Tit 


V 






SZECHWAN GftRBENS 
ENINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical 


| Of** 1130- 330* 

Takm away is available 

Shat AM/ab Stvot 
Urn Uthunah Commercial Centre 

net lasted Always Lottd 



The first 5 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Meaway IcavaHafcta 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


I There is a ]ot inbre to 



than great fast food 



ASonfllcszauranl 
A Goad Mission 
Afadow4iradtk:SbopplagCktitcr, 
eat Qkcs AfiaM ftL B129K 


THE 


' • . <• hur.inl 1 ■: ■ . 



RESTAL R.AST & GARDEN 


■ Chinese, Thai, Philllpino, Indonisian & 

■ Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches, all over the world and now one 
in Amman. 

- Live Band "6 H nights a week 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 


’ Houik 12 Noon Ttt HkMgM 
Friday 5PJM Midnight 


653482 



The Inn Place to be. 


<Pozeha 

V/ Restaurant 

•Open air terrace. 

• Round table for 12-18 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 


Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabai Amman, 



WE’RE TRYING TO OFFER THE BEST 


* Energy-saving lamps 

* GLS lamps 25-200 W 
ft Candle lamps 

* Low voltage halogen lamps 
ft Decorative lamps 

ft Special lamps 
ft Discharge lamps 
ft Spot lamps 

ft Fluorescent lamps and starters. 

Also available in Safeway 

Minwer Electrical 
Tel.: 613745/613622 
Fax.: 643746 




THE SUMMER TERRACE 
.. . KNOW OPEN 


Vi 


entrno 


minmi 

MMLAHUMnwrcMeu 
oMtmiTHi IMS muan 

TEL, 654205 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mifmnmr 

Special Executive Luncheons 

. Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12L30-3J0 pm 
7.30-41 -30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 








318637 

661293 

The Latest 
"MUST" 
id Amman 
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Bosnian Muslim forces attack 
Croats in Vitez; truce in Mostar 


SARAJEVO (R) — Croat 
forces fought the Muslim-led 
Bosnian army from trenches in 
centra] Bosnia while Bosnian 
Croats said they had agreed on 
a ceasefire with their Muslim 
foes in the southern city of 
Mostar. 

Muslim soldiers are pressing 
their attack around the Croat- 
held town of Vitez, where they 
hope to seize a strategic explo- 
sives factory. 

But Croatian radio said 
Saturday that Croatian forces 
are ready to blow up the fac- 
tory rather than surrender it to 
Muslim soldiers. 

“We would like to warn you 
that there are some circles 
which are ready to blow up the 
factory dumps if this area 
falls," said a statement from 
Croat authorities read on 
Croatian radio. 

About 300 tonnes of explo- 
sives and 500 tonnes of nitric 
and sulphuric adds in the fac- 
tory posed a threat to the 
whole of central Bosnia, the 
radio said. 

Bosnian Croat Defence 
Coundl (HVO) forces said 
Saturday they had agreed on a 
ceasefire with Muslim forces to 
end fighting in the southwest 
city of Mostar, a major flash- 
point in Bosnia's 17-month 
civil war. 

The Croatian State News 
Agency (HINA) reported that 
senior Bosnian Croat military 
officers signed an accord in 
nearby Medjugorje after 
mediation from senior U.N. 

Mandela: 
Era of 
white 

supremacy 
is over 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
The era of white supremacy in 
South Africa is over, African 
National Congress (ANC) 
President Nelson Mandela said 
in a blistering attack on hard- 
line white right-wingers pub- 
lished Sunday. 1 : " 

“South Africa is set on a 
course of transition to demo- 
cratic rale... we have fought 
and defeated white minority 
rale,” he said in editorial pub- 
lished in the Johannesburg 
Sunday Star. 

Urging the right wing not to 
“fuel and incite whites into 
civil war,” Mr. Mandela said: 
“Even if our country and eco- 
nomy were reduced to ashes 
and untold lives lost, we would 
still have to come back to the 
table to negotiate a future for 
peace and democracy." 

In a separate report, the 
newspaper said that militant 
right-wingers were preparing 
for a modern guerrilla war, 
based on Irish Republican 
Army tactics, if their Afrikaner 
separatist demands were not 
met. 

Fighting talk has also be- 
come a feature of speeches by 
the leader of the far-right Con- 
servative Party (CP), Ferdi 
Hartzenberg, who has said the 
passing of the Transitional Ex- 
ecutive Council (TEC) bill 
Thursday which gives blacks a 
role in government amounted 
to a declaration of war. 

The CP walked out of demo- 
cracy talks on July 2 deman- 
ding the establishment of a 
separate white homeland, in- 
dicating that whites were pre- 
pared to take up arms in sup- 
port of the demand. 

Mr. Mandela said it was 
“Time the white right wing 
examined itself very carefully 
and avoided the path to self- 
destruction." 

He warned: “There is no 
way that the white right can 
hope to muster the power that 
apartheid rule commanded. 
TTrere is no force which can 
even think that it has the 
potential to make us give up 
the struggle to bring about 
democratic rale.” 

He said right wing thinking 
was “fatally flawed” because it 
refused to embrace within its 
cause the need to respect the 
human rights to all other peo- 
ples. 

Right-wingers had also mis- 
led the Afrikaner into embrac- 
ing apartheid, Mr. Mandela 
said. 

“The utter failure of apar- 
theid ought to make them ask 
themselves how it is they took 
the Afrikaner into a path 
which amounted to the con- 
scious denial of the rights of 
black people. 

“The narrow pursuit of their 
own interests at the delil^rate 
expense of others was the 
surest recipe of engendering 
conflict and hostility.” he said. 

Holding out an olive branch, 
however, Mr. Mandela said 
the ANC was ready to talk to 
all parties. 


peacekeeping official Cedric 
Thorn berry. 

The HINA report did not 
say when the ceasefire was to 
take effect and there was no 
immediate confirmation from 
the Muslim side or the U.N. 
Protection Force. 

Months of heavy fighting for 
control of Mostar. a city of 
120.000, has blocked the main 
humanitarian supply corridor 
to civilians trapped in central 
Bosnia. Recent fighting has 
virtually cut off some 55,000 
Muslims in the Croat-besieged 
east side of the city from out- 
side food aid. 

“The aim of the ceasefire 
agreement is to reduce the 
suffering of people on both 
sides of the (front-line) Neret- 
va River in Mostar,” HINA 
said. 

Muslims continued infantry 
and artillery attacks around 
Vitez. killing one civilian in the 
town centre and wounding 
three others Saturday, Croa- 
tian radio said. 

The Bosnian government 
army, hampered by an interna- 
tional arms embargo, hopes to 
capture the Vitez explosives 
factory to stren gth en its hand 
in Bosnia's war. 

Croatian forces said Satur- 
day two Croatians were killed 
and six won tied in fighting at 
Zabrdje. a ontline village 
southwest of tl • strategic Vitez 
factory. 

Muslim troops launched a 
coordinated offensive on Croat 
positions in centra Bosnia's 


Lasva River Valley nine days 
ago. About 65.000 Croats in 
the areas of Busavaca, Vitez 
and Novi Travnik are believed 
to be surrounded by the Mus- 
lim soldiers. 

The battle for central Bos- 
nia's Lasva River Valley has 
turned into -a war of attrition 
fought from World War 1-type 
trenches. 

"The Muslims won’t stop 
until we have beaten them or 
we’re all dead.” said HVO 
soldier Micbo Michic. 

As fighting raged on, the 
Bosnian parliament in 
Sarajevo planned to meet 
Tuesday to debate the latest 
peace proposal from interna- 
tional mediators Thorvald 
Stoltenberg and Lord Owen. 

Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic has said he will not 
recommend approval of rhe 
pea ce plan. 

Croats in the Lasva River 
Valley believe Muslim soldiers 
will try to gain as much ground 
as possible before the parlia- 
ment convenes. 

“They are behind schedule 
already,” said HVO liaison 
officer Daxko Gelic. “The 
Muslims had orders to capture 
the explosives factory last 
week.” 

Asked how he knew what 
the Muslim orders were, Gelic 
replied: “We intercept their 
orders and they intercept ours. 
There are not so many secrets 
in this war as you might think.” 

Meanwhile, the Clinton 


NE^VS IN BRIEF 

Yeltsin to visit Japan in October 

NEW YORK (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin will go 
ahead with a twice-postponed visit to Japan starting on Oct. 
12, a Japanese Foreign Ministry official said. He said Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev had told his Japanese 
counterpart Tsutomu Hata at a working dinner in New York 
that Russia was moving ahead with preparations for the visit 
and would send an advance team to Japan from Sept 26. Mr. 
Kozyrev also noted Japan’s “timely support” for the embat- 
tled Mr. Yeltsin in his struggle against anti-reform opponents 
which has led to a constitutional crisis in Moscow. Last 
Wednesday, Tokyo expressed public support for Mr. Yeltsin, 
.saying the constitutional crisis in Moscow threatened attemp- 
ted reforms, and justified the call for a new parliament. Mr. 
Yeltsin’s announcement that he was dissolving parliament and 
calling for new elections in December had fuelled speculation 
that his official visit to Japan would again be piirjiff. < 

Suu Kyi hu. ma stand-off continues 

RANGOON (AFP) — The iron will of Burma's junta and the 
stubborn determination of Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi 
remain locket 4 in quiet combat, and analysts here say neither 
likeiy will taste sweet victory any time soon. Ms., Suu Kyi, 
winner of the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize, has been held 
incommunicado in her family's heavily-guarded home on the 
shore of Inya Lake since July 1989. refusing to pay the 
military's price for freedom: Immediate exfle. “The military 
has laid down tl . r terms and have made no attempt to 
compromise,” said one diplomat. “There is no evidence that 
she is prepared to leave on those terms — there’s a stand-off.” 
“They don’t really know what to do with her so they do 
nothing,” he added. Sources here dismissed rumours earlier 
this year that the 48-year-old Suu Kyi was negotiating with the 
junta. Officially called the State Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC). “In the long run I think she wants to 
negotiate but it has to be on her terms,” said another Rangoon 
evnoy. “Their terms are unyielding.” 

'Soviet arsenal larger than estimated’ 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Soviet nuclear arsenal included 

45.000 warheads at its peak seven years ago, 12,000 more than 
generally believed and twice the number held by the United 
States at the same time, a newspaper reported. Viktor N. 
Mikhailov, head of the Ministry of Atomic Energy, said the 
Russian stockpile of highly enriched uranium is more than 
twice as large as commonly believed, according to Sunday’s 
editions of the New York Times. The Russian inventory of 
bomb-grade uranium is now believed to be more than 1,200 
metric tonnes. Uranium in this form is a principal component 
of most nudear weapons. A year ago, President George Bush 
announced a multibillion dollar deal in which the United 
States would buy 500 metric tonnes of the Russian material, 
apparently thinking that it was most of Moscow's supply. The 
Clinton ad listration is now considering whether to expand 
that pureba. , the paper said. “The large numbers lead you to 
worry that some of the planners may have had a first strike in 
mind — using large numbers of weapons and having large 
numbers in reserve,” Bobby Ray Inman, a retired admiral and 
former head of the National Security Agency, told the Times. 

Latvia, Estonia rebuild their armies 

RIGA, Latvia (AP) — After five decades of Soviet rale, the 
Baltic states of the former Soviet Union are struggling to build 
their own defence forces, partly under the watchful gaze of an 
occupation army. “For us. World War II has not ended,” said 
Auseklis Plavins, a spokesman for the Latvian Defence 
Ministry. “We are occupied and cannot feel completely free 
and independent.” The tiny Baltic states— Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia — were seized by Soviet troops in 1940 under a 
secret pact with Nazi Germany. The Kremlin later deployed 

200.000 soldiers in the strategic buffer zone between Russia 
and the West. Two years after independence from Moscow, 

20.000 Russian troops still remain in Latvia and Estonia — 
twice as many soldiers as the two countries have in their own 
fledgling armies. On Monday, the Baltic presidents plan to 
meet President Bill Clinton in New York to ask for help in 
getting the last Russian troops out. So far, only Lithuania has 
succeeded. After numerous rounds of withdrawal talks, the 
last Russian forces pulled out in August. 

6 miners killed in S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG4R) — Six miners were killed, when an 
earthquake triggered a rockfall in South Africa’s western 
Deep Levels Ltd gold mine, the owners said. Anglo American 
Corporation spokesman James Duncan said the tremor 
measured 3.5 on the Richter. Scale. He said one man was 
found alive after being trapped for eight hours after the 
accident in the gold mine, which is one of the world’s deepest 
and bores more than 2.6 kilometres (1.6) miles below the 
surface. The deaths raised to 15 the number of miners killed in 
mine accidents across the country this week. Hundreds of 
miners die in South African mining accidents each year. 
Charges by black trade unions that safety mep'ures' are 
inadequate are rejected by mining companies.* 


administration's commitment 
to send U.S. troops to police a 
peace settlement in Bosnia is 
highly conditional, the 
Washington Post reported 
Sunday. 

The administration had ten- 
tatively decided to send troops 
only if the waning parties ex- 
plicitly invited them, if other 
countries agreed in advance to 
help pay the cost and if there 
was a dear “exit strategy" for 
ending rhe mission, the paper 
quoted an unnamed senior de- 
fence official as saying. 

“What we're looking at is: 
What are the kind of condi- 
tions that we would be looking 
for in order to participate in 
this kind of thing?" the offidal 
said, emphasising that Presi- 
dent Bil Clinton had made no 
derisioi 

U.S. E fidals have said they 
are pre red to commit rough- 
ly half ii 50,000 North Atlan- 
tic Tr jty Organisation' 
(NATO, troops that they say 
would be needed to enforce a 
peace settlement, the paper 
said. 

The Post reported that the 
offidal said the administration 
would “probably" seek a re- 
solution from Congress 
approving the deployment. 

It said Mr. Clinton was con- 
sidering an appeal from senior 
lawmakers Thursday to deliver 
a major speech or television 
address explaining why the 
United States had a stake in 
the region. 

Sanctions 
against . 
Angolan 
rebels go 
into effect 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— A U.N. oil and arms embar- 
go against the Angolan rebel 
movement UNITA went into 
effect at midnight (0400 GMT 
Sunday) ten days after being 
voted by the Security Coundl. 

In the. absence of any noti- 
fication from U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros G1 Ji about 
an effective ceasefire or UN- 
ITA's willingness to abide by 
past peace accords, the sanc- 
tions took effect automatically 
under the terms of Resolution 
864 of Sept. 15. 

"The secretary-general did 
not issue any offidal statement 
on Angola,” a U.N. spokes- 
man said at 0415 GMT. 

The S3 actions are the first in 
the history of the U.N. to 
target a political movement as 
opposed to a U.N. member 
state. 

The Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola (UN- 
ITA). fought the formerly 
Marxist Angolan government 
for some 15 years until the two 
sides concluded a shaky peace 
in 1991. 

* However fighting erupted 
again after U.N. -supervised 
elections in September 1992 
which UNITA losf. UNITA 
leader Jonas Savimbi daimed 
the voting was rigged and re- 
fused to accept the outcome. 
The U.N. has blamed UNITA 
for reviving the dvil war and 
pledged its support for the 
government in Luanda. 

Resolution 864 was passed 
“with a view to prohibiting all 
sale or supply to UNITA of 
arms and related material and 
military assistance, as well as 
petroleum and petroleum pro- 
ducts." 

It says “all states shall pre- 
vent the sak or supply by their 
nationals or from their territor- 
ies or using their flag vessels or 
aircraft of arms and related 
material of all types. 




A U.N. armoured personnel carrier crosses one 
of the bridges over the Miljaka River into the old 
part of Sarajevo. The U.N.'s presence in the 


Bosnian capital is more viable throughout the 
city (AFP photo) 


Georgian reinforcements in Sukhumi 


TBILISI (AFP) — Georgian 
army reinforcements Sunday 
fought their way into Sukhumi, 
the besieged provincial capital 
of breakaway Abkhazia, 
breaching a blockade by rebel 
forces, the Georgian defence 
Ministry said here. 

The soldiers formed the first 
units of reinforcements still 
trying to fight their way into 
the resieged town. 

Abkhazian separatists im- 
mediately denied the Georgian 
army troops had arrived, the 
Interfax News Agency said. 

Government troops Satur- 
day crossed the Kodori River 
about 20 kilometres from 
Sukhumi and broke through 
the Abkhazian front line to 
reach the village of Adziubzha. 

Georgian President Eduard 
Shevardnadze, who has stayed 
with his besieged troops in 
Sukhumi for the last week, 
Saturday visited Georgian 
positions to try to boost sol- 
diers' morale. ITAR-TASS re- 


potted. 

Earlier Abkhazian rebels 
had claimed Mr. Shevardnadze 
had quit Sukhumi by helicop- 
ter, but the Presidential Press 
Service denied such reports. 

Street battles raged in 
Sukhumi Saturday. 

A spokeswoman for Mr. 
Shevardnadze said Georgian 
defenders were battling 
furiously with separatists in the 
Black Sea port. 

“Every day, every hour 
even, it gets worse," the 
spokeswoman said of the new 
clashes in Sukhumi. “The 
situation is critical, but Mr. 
Shevardnadze is staying,” she 
added. 

The reinforcements are com- 
posed of about 500 nationalist 
fighters loyal to ousted Presi- 
dent Zviad Gamsakhurdia who 
have reached a temporary 
truce with government forces 
to help them save Sukhumi. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia returned 


home from exile Friday and 
immediately served notice 
that, while backing the fight to 
keep Abkhazia in Georgia, he 
had not given up his battle to 
wrest power from Mr. She- 
vardnadze. 

With his old enemy holed up 
in Sukhumi, Mr. Gamsakhur- 
dia suddenly turned up in west- 
ern Georgia and called on the 
Shevardnadze leadership to 
“resign and hand over their 
place to the legal power.” 

Describing Mr. Shevard- 
nadze’s leadership as “the jun- 
ta”, he told a crowd of several 
thousands: “If he continues to 
manipulate and usurp power, it 
-will end as a catastrophe for 
him." 

But Mr. - Shevardnadze 
Saturday shrugged off Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia s return. “We 
have bigger problems than that 
here, saving Abkhazia and 
Georgia,” he was quoted as 
saying on national television. 


Clinton more confident on health plan 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton said Saturday 
he was increasingly confident 
Congress will approve by the 
end of 1994 a health care re- 
form plan that guarantees life- 
time medical benefits to all 
Americans.** 

The president in his weekly 
national - radio address based 
his optimism on the “positive 
and dramatic" response from 
people to his proposals “creat- 
ing what I believe will be an 
irresistible momentum fc* re 
form.” 

“And I am increasingly con- 
fident that before it adjourns 
next year. Congress will pass 
and I will sign a bill chat 


guarantees each American 
comprehensive health benefits 
that can never, ever be taken 
away,” he said. 

Mr. Clinton was trying to 
keep up the momentum of a 
public relations saturation 
effort the White House is en- 
gaged in to convince people his 
plan would extend insurance to 
37 million uninsured Amer- 
icans, reduce exploding health 
care costs and do it all without 
a major tax increase. 

So far. the strategy appears 
‘to be working. Public opinion 
polls show Americans strongly 
supporting his programme, as 
outlined Wednesday night in a 
speech to a joint session of the 


Senate, and the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Still, the White House has 
yet to release the fine details of 
the financing of the plan. In- , 
stead it is focusing op the 

- sunny elements of his propos- 
als to make a favourable initial 
impression on Americans, : r 

“Watch out for promises 
that can't be kept of paid for,” 
said Senator Kit Bond of Mis- 
souri in a Republican response 
to Mr. Clinton's radio address. 

“If it sounds too good to be 
true it probably is. We must 
insist on straight talk and hon- 
est financing from Washington 

— for a change," he said. 


UNTAC chief bids Cambodia farewell 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — An 
emotional chief of the U.N. 
peacekeeping mission here, 
Yasushi Akasbi, bid Cambodia 
farewell Sunday, calling his 
mission a success with the only 
blemish that the radical Khmer 
Rouge were still shunning the 
Cambodian peace process. 

“The Khmer Rouge are 
rather in a bad situation politi- 
cally, morally as well as mili- 
tarily," the head of the U.N. 
Transitional Authority in Cam- 
bodia (UNTAC) said in his 
final press conference before a 
grand U.N. and Cambodian 
military send-off at Pochen- 
tong Airport. 

“The three (other) parties 
now united in a new govern- 
ment will see me off, but the 
Democratic Kampuchea (DK. 
or Khmer Rouge) will be mis- 
sing and I regret it,” he said. 
“But my regret is not so pro- 
found because 7 see the main 
current in Cambodia towards 
unity, towards prosperity. 1 am 
convinced that eventually the 
DK have to join this main- 
stream.” 

Cambodian co-premiers 


Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
and Hun Sen flanked Mr. 
Akashi as he read out a speech 
to the honour guards, Cambo- 
dian leaders and the diplomatic 
corps in which bis voice crack- 
ed when he spoke of his “pro- 
found sadness” at leaving. A 
Ghanian brass band played 
“let there be peace on earth.” 

But Mr. Akashi warned of 
“the continuing lack of secur- 
ity” in Cambodia despite the 
20.000-member, $2 billion 
U.N. operation that held elec- 
tions in May and set up a new 
government, but failed to dis- 
arm and demobilise the 
Cambodian factions as speci- 
fied in the 1991 Paris peace 
accords. 

Still, Mr. Akashi said he 
would not have done anything . 
differently and felt his actions 
had been vindicated by the 
current political situation. 

“Once I take a decision, I do 
not have moments of regret. 
Maybe I may have fine tuned 
here and there, but I would not 
have done differently,” he 
said. 

"I would not have marched 


into Pail in (in defiance of a 
Khmer Rouge order)... I 
would not have been more 
compromising or more ada- 
mant,” Mr. Akashi said. 

This relative success did not 
mean die world community 
could forget about Cambodia 
and focus on more pressing 
conflicts in the former Yugos- 
lavia, Angola and Somalia, he 
said. 

"Cambodia still has a chal- 
lenge for its security and eco- 
nomic prosperity, so we have 
to continue our support and 
(assistance) to Cambodia” for 
the next three to five years, he 
said. “If it is not continued, 
this encouraging process will 
come to a standstill." 

In his speech, the UNTAC 
chief said he regretted the Joss 
of life incurred by U.N. per- 
■sonnel during the mission, but 
said he took “deep satisfaction 
in the fact that UNTAC has 
been able to fulfil] its task of 
aiding the Cambodian people 
to begin their historic march 
towards peace, national recon- 
ciliation, democracy and 
prosperity," he said. 


Talks with IRA’s political wing ‘make progress’ 


BELFAST (R) — Irish Repub- 
lican and nationalist leaders 
said they had made progress in 
a controversial round of pri- 
vate talks that gave them hope 
of finding a “solid” peace for- 
mula for Northern Ireland. 

Northern Ireland nationalist 
politician John Hume and Ger- 
ry Adams, leader of the IRA’s 
political wing Sinn Fein, laun- 
ched a set of private discus- 
sions five months ago to try to 
break the political deadlock 
over the British-ruled province 
after more titan two decades of 
apparently unstoppable vio- 
lence. 

In an agreed- statement 
Saturday, they reported head- 
way had been made in the talks 
and said they were suspending 
their negotiations to allow 
“broader consideration” while 
a progress report was for- 
warded to the Irish govern- 
ment. 

“We are convinced from our 
discussions » process can be 
designed to lead to an agree* 


ment among the divided peo- 
ple of this island which will 
provide a solid basis for 
peace,” the statement said. 

“Such a process would 
obviously be designed to en- 
sure that any new agreement 
that might emerge respects the 
diversity of our different tradi- 
tions and earns their alle- 
giance.” 

Northern Ireland Secretary 
Sir Patrick Mayhew said he 
read the statement with in- 
terest, adding if there were 
matters the Irish government 
wished to raise with him he 
would consider them carefully. 

But he said: “We have made 
it dear that we do not negoti- 
ate with people who support 
the use of violence for political 
ends." 

Protestant Unionists reacted 
angrily to the statement and 
Peter Robinson of the Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party warned of 
a violent reaction from loyal- 
ists if there was a -move to- 
wards a form of joint authority 


acceptable to the IRA. 

“As far as the Unionist com- 
munity is concerned I think 
everyone would realise that if 
the British government moves 
towards joint authority, which 
is the very least the IRA will 
accept, quite clearly there will 
be an increase in violence from 
the loyalist community,” he 
said. 

The statement did not elabo- 
rate on the reported progress 
but fuelled speculation that the 
IRA may be considering 
softening its hardline 
approach, perhaps even offer- 
ing a ceasefire, to kick start the 
peace process. 

The suspension of the bi- 
lateral talks, which were con- 
demned bv Proicsranr political 
leaders, might also remove an 
obstacle to the resumption of a 
wider peace process bringing 
together London, Dublin and 
local Catholic and Protestant 
politicians. 

But the leaders of Northern 
Ireland's Protestant communi- 


ties, fearful of a gradual British 
withdrawal from the province, 
are likely to be highly suspi- 
cious of any deal between re- 
publicans and the more moder- 
ate nationalists. 

The wider talks, involving 
Northern Ireland political par- 
ti es an d Dublin, broke down in 
acrimony last November over 
Protestant Unionist opposition 
to the Irish Republic’s consti- 
tutional claim to the province. 
. Sinn Fein was excluded from 
the earlier round of multi-party 
talks that aimed to replace 
direct British rule with a local 
power-sharing formula be- 
cause of the Irish Republican 
Army's refusal to renounce 
violence. 

More than 3,000 people 
have been killed since 1969 in 
the IRA’s campaign against 
British rule and attacks by Pro- 
testant militants determined to 
retain the union with London. 
Protestant attacks have recent- 
ly overtaken IRa killings in 
-their number and ferocity 


Pakistan bans 
bustard hunting* 
falcon exports 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan announced Saturday 
a three-day ban on hunting ot 
the Houbara bustard and the 
export of falcons, but will 
allow a limited number ot 
hunting permits to foreign dig- ^ 
Hilaries in the coming season. 

The ban will go into effect 
from Feb. 1. 1994, the 
announcement said, pointing 
out that Houbara and falcon 
were the “most seriously 
threatened" bird species in the 
country. The season for hunt- 
ing the Houbara, which mi- 
grate to Pakistan from Siberia 
m the winter, starts in October 
and ends late January, "wild- 
life in Pakistan has been sub- 
ject to indiscriminate hunting, 
netting and trapping with the 
result that several species of 
fauna are on the verge of ex- 
tinction,” an official state- 
ment said. The Houbara 
population within Pakistan, j 
both resident and migratory. * 
has suffered a “rapid decline 
due mainly to mechanised 
hunting methods and use of 
falcons in the sport," it said. 
Noting the “keen interest 
which some dignitaries from 
brotherly countries take in the 
Houbara,” the statement said 
a limited number of hunting 
permits will be issued. 

Madonna concert 
heats up a sold 
September night 

LONDON (AP) — Madonna 
undulated across the stage to 
frenzied applause, opening her 
Girlie Show world tour with a 
stylish, teasing and sensual 
performance that was all her r 
fans could ask. “What do you 
think of my show?" she 
shouted to the 72,000 fans jam- 
med into Wembley Stadium. They 
roared their approval back, 
ignoring the cola and damp of 
a late September night. For 
nearly two hours Madonna tre- 
ated the sellout crowd to a 
Girlie Show full of razzmatazz, 
energy, glamorous costumes 
and provocative choreography. 

A masked Madonna, her plati- 
num hair cropped dose, ar- 
rived on stage to the strains of 
Erotica, then moved on to Fever 
as she ripped off her .short 
■black jacket to reveal a sequin- 
nod topand matching shorts. In 
fine voice, she sang several 
rijew numbers, as well as classic 
hits like “Hobday and Like A 
Virgin. With a husky German 
accent, she performed a tribute 
to the late screen star Marlene 
Dietrich in top hat and tails, v 
but the act owed as much to “ 
Charlie Chaplin as the screen 
goddess. It was a polished, 
well-crafted performance, 
raunchy but less brash than 
some in the past. After her 
second Wembley show, on 
Sunday, she takes Girlie Show 
to Paris. 

Singapore bans 6 
brands of lipsticks 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — The 
Singapore government banned 
the sale of six brands of im- 
ported lipstick containing a 
carcinogenic colour additive. . 

A Ministry of Health state- 
ment said the additive “Rfto- 
damine B”, a fluorescent red- -Jf 
dish violet colour dye used in ^ ' 
cosmetics, was known to in- 
duce cancer in test animals. 

The ministry said cosmetics 
dealers were ordered to im- 
mediately halt sales of the six 
brands. Beta, Le Moon 
Fashion Lipstick 22, G-14 
(Gipsy), Kenzi Sasaki No. 14, 
Mikado No. 14 and Taveya 3 
Lipstick. It did not say where 
the six brands were manufac- 
tured. The U.S. Food and 
Drag Administration has pro- 
hibited the use of jRhodamine 
B. the statement said. 

Hospital broke 
law by firing 
tattooed nurse 

SEATTLE, Washington 
(AFP) — A hospital broke the a, 
law by firing a nursing student T 
for refusing to cover up a tat- 
too ihat says he has the AIDS 
virus, a federal agency has 
ruled. Harborview Medical 
Centre has asked the Equal 
Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) to recon- 
sider its Jan. 20 ruling that the" 
hospital demonstrated bias 
against disabled people when it 
fired John Baldetta. Mr. Bal- 
detta, 28. who had his left 
forearm tattooed with the 
words: HIV Positive, said he 
was very surprised but very 
pleased wtfh the ruling. He 
added that he wanted to return 
to his job bathing, feeding and 
moving patients. “I wan t this 

“S' * f?°t teachin s experi- 
ence for Harbomew and other 
employers that ignorance and 
hate ...wont be tolerated any 

Hospital officials sa id they-# 
were worried about patient * 
reaction to Mr. Baldetm’s tat- 

Jreccor Jeanette Leino dismis- 
sed the fear as speculation. — • 


£ : i s 
& 




>s 

A 


Liverpool slump to 4th straight defeat 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Merseyside was left mourning 
a double defeat for the region's 
top two dubs after Everton 
were hit by a Norwich whirl- 
wind and Liverpool slumped to 
a fourth straight defeat. 

Efan Ekoku slammed four 
goals as Norwich ran out 5-1 ■ 
winners at Goodison Park. 

The Everton defence, who 
stayed rock solid in the 2-0 
defeat of Liverpool last week, 
crumbled. Everton Manager 
Howard Kendall said; "It's a 
stunner coming after that per- 
formance. 

"The ones in certain posi- 
tions didn't do the job and they 
know who they are. I've told 
them and they've held their 
hands up. 

"Norwich are a good side 
who always threatened on the 
break, but we didn't defend * 
and we were punished. Nearly 
every time they attacked they 
scored.** 

Four goal Ekoku declared: 
“The game is about taking 
your chances. ! feel I have to 
take my chances to stay in the 
team. 

Liverpool Manager Graeme 
Souness directed his almost 
weekly moan at the Chelsea 
goal that condemned his side 
to their fourth successive pre- 
miership defeat. It is the first 
time for 90 years that the side 
have failed to mark up at least 
one point in a month. Chelsea 

Coetzer 

captures 

biggest 
career title 

TOKYO (AFP) — Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa cap- 
tured her biggest career victory 
when she shocked local 
favourite Kimiko Date to win 
the $375,000 Niddrei Women’s 
Tennis Tournament Sunday. 

Hie 21-year-old from Hoop- 
stad. who provided a major 
surprise this week by upsetting 
die 1989 French Open cham- 
pion and world number two 
.Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario. of 
Spain Saturday, this time^won 
6-3, 6-2. 

Coetzer had to stave off two 
break points in the opening 
game, but she capitalized -on 
her first two chances to jump 
ahead 4-0 before taking the 
opening set. 

Date fired a series of spark- 
ling approach shots to have a 
triple break opportunity in the 
second game of the second set. 

Buf the South African 
calmly took the following five 
points and again went a break 
up 2-1 thanks to Date’s double 
fault number three on an 
. advantage point. 

The Japanese player started 
to make numerous errors, 
especially with her backhand 
strokes. 

_ ‘Tm very. Very happy, and 
■very excited. It -was the best 
week in my career. 


teenager Neil Shipperiey fired 
in a shot that Liverpool goal- 
keeper Bruce Grobbelnar 
claimed he stopped from cros- 
sing the line. 

Souness stormed:. "Bruce 
says h didn't cross the line. 
Their spare goalkeeper was 
warming up behind the goal 
and he said it didn't go over the 
tine. 

Souness denied that he was 
about to pack it all in. saying: 

1 said I won't ever manage 
another cfub and that still goes. 
Liverpool is the team that 1 
want to manage until the end 
of my career.” 

Chelsea boss Glenn Hoddle 
acknowledged his side s luck. 
He said: 'Tve been in the 
game long enough to realise 
that we were a little bit fortun- 
ate." 

Manchester United stayed 
top with a 4-2 win over bottom 
club Swindon town. But Mana- 
ger Alex Ferguson considered 
it a devilish performance. 

“If you want entertainment 
then come here — It'll drive 
you mad! Schmeichel has had 
to make six saves, two of them 
world class. There was a 
carelessness about us that was 
unhealthy. 

"If they had dropped a point 
I would have been quite glad. 
You would have thought 'they 
would have learned their les- 
son against Newcastle.” . 

Mark Hughes got a second 


half brace. Eric Cantona got 
his fifth goal of the seimon and 
Andrei Kuncheiskis opened 
the score. 

Bui Swindon Manager John 
Gorman said: "When 1 walked • 
off with Alex Ferguson and his 
assistant they said we were the 
only team to come here and 
absolutely murder them." 

Arsenal stayed on United's 
heels with with a 1-0 win over 
crisis club Southampton, but 
their Manager George Graham 
also admitted it was hard work. 

"We looked a yard slower 
after three away games in a 
row." said Graham after Paul 
Merson's spectacular goal was 
just enough to clinch the 
points. 

Southampton's eighth defeat 
in nine league games let Mana- 
ger Ian Branfoot in for a new 
tirade from Saints* travelling 
fans. 

Two goals by former Saints 
palyer Rod Wallace saw Leeds 
United's end Coventry's re- 
cord of being the only un- 
beaten side in the premiership. 

Wallace scored in the 20th 
and 48rh minutes to make it a 
happy return to Highfield 
Road where he scored his first 
and only senior hat-trick in the 
. last game of last season. Satur- 
day's were his first of this 
season. 

“This is a happy ground for 
me. The goals just seem to 
come. I was very pleased with 
both of them, thev were rwo 


good strikes.” 

Coventry Manager Bohhy 
Gould remained philosophical", 
saving: “All good things must 
come to end. They were the 
better team on the day." 

Newcastle United Manager 
Kevin Keegan hailed striker 
Andy Cole as "priceless” after 
his side's 2-0 victory over West 
Hum United. 

The 1.75 million pound 
record-signing scored both 
goals and has now hit 22 in 2 1 
starts for the club. 

“He is such a good finisher. 
You know he is going to create 
chances because of his pace.” 

said Keegan. 

West Ham boss Billy Bonds 
said: “Cole was excellent — a 
great first touch for the first 
goal and for the second he 
never even thought about it." 

Bonds will watch u video of 
the game before deciding 
whether to discipline newly 
signed Dutchman Jeroen 
Boere. who was sent off in the 
last minute for a second yellow 
card. 

Angry Sheffield United 
Manager Dave Bassett put 
four players on the transfer list 
after his side surrendered their 
unbeaten home record in a 1-0 
defeat by Manchester City. 

An Alan Shearer goal 
claimed a point for Blackburn 
Rovers after they had gone 
behind to a Graham Hyde goal 
for Sheffield Wednesday. 


Kasparov out of reach in PC A match 


LONDON (R) — Reigning 
world chess champion Garry 
Kasparov widened his already 
commanding lead over British 
challenger Nigel Short with a 
fifth unanswered victory in 
game nine of their title match 
Saturday. 

Kasparov now leads the 24- 
game contest 7-2 with five vans 
and four draws and admitted 
that he considers Short to be 
finished. The Azeri-bom Rus- 
sian needs only a 12-12 tie to 
retain his title. 

In Amsterdam, Russian for- 
mer world champion Anatoly 
Karpov and Dutch grandmas- 
ter Jan Timman drew the 12th 
game of the rival FIDE World 
Chess Championship. . 

...Witlju the -rivaL ,raacch T haIf 
finished, FIE® has found itself 
without prize money after the ■ 

Prost 

clinches 

4th world 
title 

ESTORIL (R) — Frenchman 
Alain Prost Clinched his fourth 
Formula One "'World Drivers’- 
Championship on Sunday 
when he finished second behind 
German Michael schumacher 
in an incident packed Portu- 
guese. Grand Prix. 

Prost. driving a Williams, 
came home nine-tenths of a 
second behind Schumacher's 


Gulf state of Oman made it 
clear it will not provide the two 
million swiss francs ($1.39 mil- 
lion) which FIDE said was 
pledged. 

The cancellation of the 
Oman half of the tournament 
and the evaporation of prom- 
ised prize money is the biggest 
blow to the chess body since it 
took charge of World Cham- 
pionships in 1946. 

Kasparov, speaking at a 
news conference after winning 
London game nine, rated his 
28-year-old opponent's 
chances of winning the match 
as: “Not very good Practically 
none. I can’t imagine myself 
losing six games.” 

Kasparov, 30, repeated his 
familiar refrain 4hat-tbey would 
fight in every game and pro- 
'diice exciting chess, 'Wit he 


seemed weary and subdued, as 
if he had lost interest in the 
topic. 

Experts considered Short's 
decision to repeat a risky but 
successful opening from the 
fifth game as an unwise chal- 
lenge to the champion. 

Kasparov is known for using 
huge amounts of time and 
energy — as well as a top- 
notch team of assistants — to 
hone his opening lines, and 
such duels or prepared analysis 
are a matter of persona] pride 
to him. 

"Revenge is the name of this 
(ninth) game.” English grand- 
master Daniel King said, not- 
ing that Kasparov grinned 
savagely when Short finally de- 
cided to test the champion's 
•homework. 




French Williams-Renault driver Alain Prost 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARfF 
ITMMAH HMBCH 
CflHZTOxm imm 8mm, ktc 


Benetton to move beyond the 
reach of his only serious rival. 
British Williams teammate 
Damon Hill, in the title race. 

Hill drove superbly after 
being forced to start from the 
back of the grid because his car 
stalled on the final pre-race 
warm-up lap. 

Hill carved through the field 


to finish third, just 7.2 seconds 
behind the Frenchman in a 
race he had tri win to keep his 
own title hopes alive. 

The result left Prost winning 
the title with two races still to 
come. He has an unbeatable 87 
points. Hill is second on 62 and 
Brazilian Ayrton Senna third 
on 53. 


KNOW YOUR CARD COMBINATIONS 


. Both vulnerable- South deabu 
NORTH 

* K 2 
7K764 
0Q932 

* A 10 7 

WEST EAST 

*J874 ft 10 9668 

9Q88 74 10 96 

0 10 7 0 4 

*9866 ft K 4 2 

SOUTH 
ft AQ 
7 A 2 

O AK 4 8 6 6 

* Q 4 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 0 Pan 1 9 Pass 

3 NT Pass 4 NT Pass 

6 NT Pass Pa as Pass 

Opening lead: Four of ft 
Smw card combinations crop up 
so frequently, fhat you should know 
the right play by heart. Here’s a 
. situation that could tad the average 
player astray. 

North-South readied the no- 
trump fllsm on a power auction. 
However, South should have ac- 
cepted North’s invitational no- 
trump TtMt by jumping to six 
diamonds, allowing partner to 


-cooose the final contract The suit 
ohm is somewhat better than no 
trump, since dedarer-fcsfa strip the 

major suits before dubs. 

Where we watched, declarer lost 
no time in botching the hand Since 
then were 11 fast tridcs. South won 
the first trick in hand with the ace 
and immediately led a low dub to 
the ten. Unlucky. The deftmders did 
not err, so declarer had to settle for 
11 tricks. 

The key is the dub suit, bat when 
the Cotes have been hWI enough to 

deal you a long suit, you can do a lot 
worse than run it However, here 
you can take only five diamonds, 
because (he sixth would give you a 
discarding problem. You «m 
heart on the fifth diamond, on 
the sixth yon can lgfc go of the king of 
spades. Nevertheless, if the defend- 
ers are careful everything stiH book 
down to the cinb suit. 

The percentage play is to crow to 
the table and lead a low club toward 
the queen. If that loses to the king in 
the West hand, declarer can later 
finesse the ten of dubs. That gives 
decl a rer two chances for the con- 
tract instead of on& As the cards he, 
the king of duba is with East, so her 
majesty becomes the fulfilling trick. ' 


VOLVO FOR SALE 

Volvo 740 GL 1992. customs paid, bordeaux colour (dark 
red). Full options, excellent condition. 

Interested people call 696124/5/6 


PIANO 

RENTING* TUNING & REPAIRING 

Lowest prices — Best services 
Te I.: 662467-Ammaa. 

NB; For the best performance from both the Plano and 
the Student, we recommend that the Plano be 
tuned every six months. 


FOR RENT 

Two new apartments with brand new furniture, in Al 
Gardens Street, Tla‘ Af Ali. One with one bedroom, 
living room, kitchen and bathroom. The second with 2 
bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, living room and kitchen. 

Call: 750305 


Whitbread 
fleet 
sets sail 


SOUTHAMPTON (AP) — 
The cannon sounded, and 14 
yachts began a nine-month. 
37.(MX)-rni!e (59.500-kilometre) 
journey. 

Cheered on by a flotilla of 
more than 1.000 boars, the 
yachts departed stockes bay on 
the southern coast of England 
for the sixth Whitbread round 
the world race. 

“Tokio.” a Japanese-New 
Zealand Whitbread 60 entry 
skippered by Chris Dickson, 
pulled ahead to lead the race 
by 10 lengths after 3(1 minutes, 
but the yachts have some 50 
days of sailing ahead before 
reaching the end of the first leg 
in Punta Del Este. Uruguay. 

For the first time in Whit- 
bread history, there will be a 
trophy for each winner of the 
two classes. Maxi and Whit- 
bre ad 6 0. 

America's Cup veteran De- 
nnis Conner, making his Whit- 
bread debut, is the favourite 
top pilot home the winning 
boat in the 60 class. Conner's 
American entry. “Winston.” 
broke a trans- Atlantic crossing 
record this summer. 

“New Zealand Endeavor." 
“Merit Cup” of Switzerland 
and “La Poste" of France are 
considered joint favourites in 
the Maxi Class. 

Ten 60s and six Maxis en- 
tered the race. One Maxi. Rus- 
sia's “Peter the Great" with- 
drew earlier this week due to 
financial problems. 

An entry in the whitbread 60 
class , the Ukrainian-American 
.“Odessa.” has yet to arrive , 
from the United States. The 
boat is expected sometime this 
weekend, but will have to pass 
inspection before it can start 
the race, well behind the other 
yachts. 


Forte Grand 
organises 
tennis 
tourney 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Forte Grand Amman is stag-' 
ing its first Diplomatic and 
Junior Open Tournament 
Thursday 30tji September 
with the finals being played 
Friday 8th October. 

The tournament is being 
organised by Forte Grand’s ' 
Professional coach James 
Downing and promises to be 
the most extensive tourna- 
ment yet to be organised in 
Jordan. Prizes are being 
offered to all runner-up's and - 
winners. There will be a total 
of 13 separate' tennis events - 
und promises a fun tennis 
pact week offering in total 36 
well deserved prizes. 

All those interested in en- 
tering must have their ap- 
plications in to the Forte 
Grand by 28th September. 


Australia, Germany to play 
for Davis Cup crown 


LONDON (AP) — It's Ger- 
many Vs. Australia for the 
championship or the ‘Davis 
Cup. Both teams took- insur- 
mountable . leads in their.semi- 
final matches Saturday and will 
play for the title in December. 

Australia, advancing to the 
final for the 43rd time a went up 
3-0 over India in the besi-of-5 
series when the world's top 
doubles team to victory in 
straight sets. 

Reigning Wimbledon cham- 
pions Mark Woodforde and 
Todd Woodbridge routed Indi- 
a's leander Paes and Ramesh 
Krishnan 6-2. 7-6 (7-3). 6-1. 
The Australians never dropped 
their serve. 

Germany, playing this year 
without the nation's top play- 
er. Boris Becker, will make its 
fifth appearance in the final 
after taking a 3-0 lead at 
Sweden. 

Michael Stich and Patrick 
Kuhnen beat Swedes Henrik 
Holm and Anden; Jarryd 6-4. 
6-4. 7-6 (9-7) to clinch the 
victory. 

The Australians have yet to 
lose a set to the Indians, who 
chose the grass courts at Chan- 
digarh to host the series. Wally 
Masdur and Jason Stoltenberg 
beat Krishnan and Paes in the 
singles matches Friday. 

"We've accomplished our 
mission.” said Australia's cap- 
tain Neale Fraser. “This was 
one tie where the ranking 
showed the difference. The 
true talent of the two teams 
showed up.” 

Australia, which has won the 
title 26 times, was heavily fa- 
vored from the start. Playing 
with three men ranked in the 
top 50 computer ratings, they 
faced a pair ranked 195 and 
251. 

Germany, which will host 
the final Dec. 3-5. weren't 
faxed by Sweden's decision to 
host the match on the indoor 
day courts at Dorlange. or by 
the presence of former world 
No. 1 Stefan Edberg. Ed berg 
lost to Marc- Kevin Goellner in 
Friday's singles, and Stich beat 
Magnus Gustafsson. 

Becker led Germany to its 
only two Davis Cup crowns in 
1988 and 1989. but decided to 
skip the competition this year. 
But Stich gnd Goellner. who is 
unbeaten in Davis Cup play, 
have proved a solid one-two 
singles combination in Beck- 
er's absence. 

“If _Boris wants he's wel- 
come to play.” Stich said of the 
upcoming final. "But it would 
not be fair because some other 
guy on this team will have to 
step down." 

Becker's presence may not 
aid the Germans anyway, us 



Andre Agassi 

team captain Niki Pilic indi- 
cated the final could he played 
on clay. Becker's least 
favourite surface. 

Australia lost made the final 
in 1990, losing to the United 
States. Its last title came in 
1986. 

Elsewhere. Spain qualified 
for the World Group by taking 
an insurmountable 34)' lead al 
South Korea in the qualifying 
round, and Russia did likewise 
against Cuba. 

New Zealand won a doubles 
match to pull back to 2-1 
against visiting Austria. 
Argentina also stayed alive 
with a win to trail 2-'l at Hun- 
gary. Denmark upset visiting 
Croatia in the doubles to go up 

Later Saturdav. Belgium 
went into the doubles up 24) 
over Brazil, and defending 
champion United States led 24) 
over the Dahamos. 


NEW VILLA 

FOR RENT OR SALE 

Located in AtJdoun. near the American embassy. 500m 2 . 
Consists of three bedrooms, one of them master, dining and 
sitting room, large salon, verandas, modern kitchen. Central 
heating, garden and car park. 

For more details, please contact tel. 893435 
from 9-12 a.m. and 5-8 p.m, Mr. Michael 


Israel beat last year's 
runner-up swiizerhnd 3-2 in a 
qualify round match. 

Israel beat last vear's 
runner-up Switzerland £2 in a 
qualifying round match. 

The winners in the qual- 
ifying round advance to the* 
16-nation world group in 1994. 
while the losers drop to region- 
al competition. 

Also Saturday. South Africa 
advanced in regional play by 
taking a 3-0 lead over Senegal", 
und Romania went up 2-1 over 
Morocco in Curo-African 
Zone promotion plavoffs. 

In Charlotte. North" Carolina 
and moments after clinching 
his 2lhh victory in six years of 
Davis Cup play. Andre Agassi 
blasted the U.S. team's top 
brass and backed former fellow 
bad-boy John McEnroe for 
team captain. 


* CAMERA + CREW 

* EDITING 

* SOUND STUDIO 


For details Pis. call 
Mustafa Abu Ali 


bissanfilml l 


Tel. (962-6)63 46 88 
Fax.(962-6)69 88 67 


FOR RENT 

New furnished flat. Good location and beautiful view. 
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms sitting room, guest and 
dining room, kitchen and balcony. 

Telephone No. 698739 


WE NEED 


! 




O’O SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS, WTTH OR 
WITHOUT FURNITURE 


52,000 WORDS 

to describe our jewellery shop!! 

Come in and see for yourself. 

**D AJANI 


JEWELLERS 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 








V » B V ' =t 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor of 220 sq.m, in a two-floor building located in the 
best residential area, between the 5th & 4th Circles. 147 
Zahran Street — Jabal Amman. 

Consists of: Large salon, dining room. 2 double bedrooms. 
2 bathrooms, laundry room with fully automatic W.M., 3 
balconies, fully-equipped kitchen with refrigerator & deep- 
freezer. 

Central heating, telephone, colour T.V., video and stereo. 
Car park available. 

If- interested please call teL 671509 


AL-ZAM1L 

AIR CONDITIONERS 


-ToM r d r E e a r |t ,h aSa Pr0Ved thBlr h * h 

provided with: 

4 Warranty for one year 
* After sale maintenance 

All types & sizes are available at; 

Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, fax 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. Tel. 642722 



TeL: 677420 




CONCORD 1 . 

The Bonfire Of The Vanities 

Show: 1230,- 330, *15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD 2 
Passenger 57 

■ Shews: 12:30. 3:13, «;15. 10-J0 



Cinema 


TeL: 634144 


Adel Imam 
in 


Wad Sayyed Al Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shorn: 1230, 330, 6:00, 830 . 


Robert Bedford 
Demi Moore — in 

INDECENT PROPOSAL 

A special show for children at 11 a.m. 
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays 


Tel.: 675571 

Nebfl Al MasbJul Itatre 


presents a play entitled: 

Al lim Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer, Fuad Shorn ali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabil & Hfeharffs 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The [heal re closes Saturday and Sunday' 
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Prosecution concludes 
Muta plot testimonies 


By Sana Atiyefa 

t Spedal to the Jordan Times 

• MARKA — The State Secur- 
ity Court Sunday heard the 
•tea two prosecution witnesses 
■for the Muta University case 
.where 10 men are accused of 
'conspiring to assassinate His 
Majesty King Hussein and to 
replace the regime with • an 
lulamic caliphate state. - 

• Both witnesses were military 
Officers who testified against 
ono of the defendant, a former 
member of the Royal Escort 
Unfit. 

The first witness, a military 
security officer, testified that 
he had searched the de- 
feadamt’s home in the Sahab 
area, southeast of Amman, last 
May. He named some of the 
items he, along with three 
pther officers, had confiscated, 
namely books, letters and 
tapes of “religious" nature. 

The second witness, who 
works as a driver for members 


alleged members of the ILP, 
and five are former students at 
Muta University, a military* 
academy south of Amman, 
The prosecution charged that 
die defendants were planning 


to kill the King at a graduation 
>njr on Ji 
The first witness told the 


ceremony on June 26. 


df the royal family, testified 
that the same defendant — 


who had recently graduated 
from Muta University — had 
come to him late one night in 
1992 to help him get a job with 
the royal family. 

But when Presiding Judge 
Colonel Hafez Amin asked 
him to identify the defendant, 
the 45-year-old witness pointed 
at the wrong defendant as the 
one who came to him that 
night. The witness, who lives in 
the same town as the defen- 
dants, said he only saw him 
that one night last year. 

“It was dark and I noticed he 
was slightly bearded,” the wit- 
ness told the court. “But I 
think it was that one," he 
added, pointing at the wrong 
suspect. 

The witness said that the 
defendant, who was accompa- 
nied by bis brother in a pick-up 
truck, had given his name and 
explained that he grew his 
beard because he was on leave 
and would shave it off when he 
returns to work. 

■ The uniformed witness said 
he helped the defendant get 
die job he sought, and that he 
never saw him after that night. 

• The 10 defendants, two of 
whom are bemg-trfed in absen- 
tia, are also accused of trying 
to change the Jordanian Con- 
stitution through “illegal and 
violent means," as well as be- 
i longing to an illegal group, the 
Islamic Liberation Party (ILP). 

Four of the defendants, two 
of whom are at large, are 


court that he had gone to the 
home of the defendant, 
showed a search warrant from 
a prosecutor of the State 
Security Court to the suspect's 
brother, and searched his 
room. He explained that 
among die confiscated material 
were tapes with labels on 
them, inducting a label which 
read: “Statement by Atta Abu 
Rishteh." 

Mr. Abu Rishteh. a senior 
member of the ILP, along with 
more than a dozen others, are 
currently detained, but they 
are not being tried in this or 
any other case. 

The witness said he did not 
hear all the tapes. He briefly 
explained that the books con- 
tained subjects on Islam, 
prayers, mosques, and one 
book on Jesus Christ. He also 
said he confiscated an applica- 
tion form for the “Islamic Uni- 
versity.” 

During die cross examina- 
tion of the witness, the defen- 
dant’s lawyer, Omar Dumra, 
tried to establish that the 
books and tapes were legal and 
are sold in the open market. 
The witness also told the de- 
fence that he found out that 
the suspect's father was an 
imam of a mosque. 

Mr. Dumra created some 
confusion in the courtroom 
when he showed the witness 
what he said was a copy of the 
official confiscation list. After 
looking at the lawyer's copy, 
the witness said that the signa- 
ture on the list looked like bis. 
but it was not. 

It was not dear what Mr. 
Dumra was trying to prove, 
and he later refused to reveal 
to the Jordan Times where he 
obtained his copy of the con- 
fiscation list, nor what he in- 
tended to do with the witness' 
testimony. 

The witness also told the 
court that he did- not know 
what he was looking-for when 
he was assigned to search the 
hpuse, nor where the defen- 
dant was at the time, but that 
he knew it had to do with the 
Muta University plot. 

Following the testimonies, 
the defence strongly objected 
to Prosecutor Major Mohan- 
nad Hiiazi's submission of 


documents, which he described 
a$ books and leaflets of the 
ILP, The defence argued that 
the documents, which were not 
made available to the defence, 
should not be introduced as 
evidence because they were 
not found in the possession of 
any of the defendants. 

“We ask the court not to 
accept the introduction of 
these documents since they 
have nothing to do with the 
case, and they can be found in 
the open market," defence 
lawyer Saleh Aimouti said. “If 
'we are to try everyone with 
such books, then 90 per cent of 
the population would be 
arrested.” 

Despite the objections. Col. 
Amin, who heads the three- 
man military panel, overruled 
the defence request and 
accepted the documents as 
prosecution evidence. 

But tire judge ruled against 
the prosecution's introduction 
of a 1969 court verdict which 
found members of the ILP 
guilty of plotting to topple the 
regime and changing the Con- 
stitution through violent 
means. 


Col. Amin, apparently 
defei 


agreeing with the defence that 
the court file in question was 
irrelevent to the ongoing trial 
and the defendants involved, 
said he would not accept the 
old verdict as evidence. 

The court postponed its rul- 
ing until Wednesday on 
whether to enter the testimo- 
nies made by the defendants to 
the prosecution after the de- 
fence insisted that the testimo- 
nies were “taken under severe 
duress." 


“These testimonies were rip- 
ped out of the defendants by 
force," Mr. Aimouti told the 
court. "They .were made after 
they were severely tortured 
during their detention at the 
General Intelligence Depart- 
ment (GID), and were 
threatened to make these 
statements or else return to the 
(GID) prisons." 

Mr. Armouti described the 
testimonies as "null and void." 
adding that the defendants 
were still “under threatening 
conditions where they remain 
in solitary confinement" at 
Zarqa military prison. .. 

Meanwhile, court sources 
said that specialised doctors 
were Sunday scheduled to con- 
duct medical and pyschofogical 
tests on some of the defendants 
to report on any signs of tor- 
ture. 


U.N. 
activates 
cameras 
in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
United Nations arms experts 
have switched on surveillance 
cameras at two Iraqi missile 
test sites. U.N. offraal Guy 
Martelle announced here Sun- 
day. 

The six cameras, which Iraq 
had initially refused to have 
installed, were activated Satur- 
day morning at the Yawm Ai 
Azim and Al Rafah sites. 60 
kilometres south of Baghdad, 
the American arms expert 
said. 

Mr. Martelle and his team of 
experts who have been in Iraq 
for the last month visited the 
sites Saturday. 

Baghdad agreed two days 
earlier to allow the cameras to 
be switched on. easing months 
of tension with the United Na- 
tions on the issue of long-term 
monitoring of Iraq's weapons 
programme. 

In July. Irag allowed the 
cameras to be installed at the 
ballistic missile test ranges, 
under the threat of U.S. air 
strikes if it failed to comply. 
But it refused to allow them to 
be activated. 

The cameras are designed to 
ensure that Iraq complies with 
a ban on missiles with a range 
of more than ISO kilometres 
under the U.N. terms for the 
Gulf war ceasefire. 

Iraqi newspapers published 
a letter Saturday from Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Said Al Sahaf to Rolf Ekeus. 
head of a U.N. panel supervis- 
ing Iraq's disarmament, 
agreeing to the use of the 
cameras. 

Mr. Sahaf said Iraq was keen 
to resolve remaining differ- 
ences with the United Nations, 
adding that the use of surveill- 
ance systems should be accom- 
panied by a lifting of the U.N. 
embargo on Baghdad. 

Baghdad has faced a tight 
embargo since its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. The sanctions have 
been kept in place, despite its 
ouster from Kuwait in the 1991 
Gujf war: bff tfie grounds Iraq* 
has failed to comply fully with 
the ceasefire terms.. 

A leading Iraqi newspaper 
said Sunday that Iraq was in 
compliance with U.N. 
weapons inspection require- 
ments and that the sanctions 
should be lifted. 


Abdul Shafi to retire from politics 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
;(AFP) — Haidar Abdul Shafi. 
"The head of the Palestinian 
delegation at the Washington 
peace talks, is retiring from 
politics and will take no role in 
■tfye future autonomy adminis- 
tration. 

“I have no intention of rak- 
ing any part- in the future 
Palestinian authority." Dr. 
Abdul Shafi told AFP on Sun- 
day. 

The 74-year-old doctor 
wants to devote his time to 
work as president of the Red 
Crescent Society in the Gaza 
Strip, following the agreement 
signed by Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) on Sept. 13. 

. “I considered the moment 
the agreement was signed as 
the end of the road for the 
delegation." said Dr. Abdul 
Shafi. but he has not technical- 


ly resigned as delegation chief 
to the bilateral peace talks with 
Israel in Washington. 

"The next stage will be the 
responsibility or the (PLO) 
leadership and personally I 
have no details about that." 

He has repeatedly criticised 
parts of the accord which was 
negotiated secretly by the PLO 
and Israel without the know- 
ledge of his delegation. * 
But Dr. Abdul Shafi would 
not say that he was -standing 
down because of the proposed 
autonomy plan starting in 
Gaza and the West Bank town 
of Jericho on Oct. 13. 

"My role was between Mad- 
rid and the signing of the 
agreement." he said, referring 
to the launch of the Middle 
East peace process in the Span- 
ish capital in October 1991. 

, He denied a report in Al 
Nahar daily newspaper last' 


week that PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat had appointed him 
as number two in the auton- 
omous health authority. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi. deputy 
speaker of the first Palestinian 
pariiament-in-exile from 1964- 
1965. wrote in an article in 
Sunday's Al Ouds newspaper: 
"I- have two major concerns 
about the agreement. 

"There is no clear statement 
that Isreal accepts it is an 
occupying country and there is 
no dear indication about the 
illegal actions of Israel in Jeru- 
salem and the occupied terri- 
tories." 

Dr. Abdul Shafi was also 
unhappy with the setting aside 
of the question of Jerusalem 
for two years until talks begin 
on a final settlement. 1 

“In two or three years from 
now it might be too late to set 
up a Palestinian state because 


of the policy of continued set- 
tlement building around Jeru- 
salem," he said. 

“There is no reason for ex- 
treme optimism and happi- 
ness." he said, urging people 
not to get carried away only to 
be “disappointed again in the 
future." 

Dr. Abdul Shafi. -a former 
communist who has enjoyed 
the respect of all Palestinian 
factions, critidsed the overall 
“vagueness" of the accord. 

“We have had enough prob- 
lems with vague formulas in 
the past and we will continue 
to have a problem with this as 
long as we are the weaker 
party." he explained, referring 
to U.N. resolutions which are 
interpreted differently by 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

He ended his cautionary 
article with a call for Palesti- 
nian unity. 


Wind of revolt threatens Netanyahu 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A wind 
of revolt is blowing against the 
right-wing Likud party leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu follow- 
ing his failure to organise a 
splid riposte to the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organis- 
tion (PLO) autonomy deal. 

1 Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's triumph in winning 
parliamentary support for the 
plan last week has not only left 
Mr. Netanyahu without a 
strategy. Three of his members 
Of Knesset (Mks) abstained in 
the vote, despite a whip, and 
dissent is growing. 

■•There is a very wide gap 
between the ideas of the lead- 
ership of the party and our 
electorate. ■" said Meir Sheetrit. 
who 'abstained in Thursday's 
vote when the nays garnered 
only 50 seats in the 120- 
member house. 

He charged party bosses 
with being "blind* ro the 
fact that people did not 'back 
Likud's all-out opposition to 
the historic accord with the 
PLO. 

"The Likud must be a cen- 
trist party- If it becomes too’ 
extremist, it will find itself with 
a dozen MPs in the Knesset as 
in the 60's.” he warned. 

Several hardline Likud MPs 
■ hate demanded that Mr. 


Sheetrit and his two co- 
abstainers be thrown out of the 
party. Tzahi Hengi. a Netany- 
ahu aide, has suggested Mr. 
Sheetrit “would do better join- 
ing one of the more leftist 
parties." 

Ariel Sharon, former de- 
fence and housing minister and 
prominent hardliner, has 
pointed a finger at Mr. Netany- ' 
ahu for failing to come up with 
any alternative to the ruling 
Labour Party's accord on 
Palestinian autonomy. 

“The Likud has failed to 
prepare a political platform. It 
was obvious that such a de- 
velopment would happen and 
we were not ready to fight it.” 
Mr. Sharon charged. 

“From now on we must 
work to find some answers, 
within the framwork of the 
agreement, to allow better 
security for Israelis, particular- 
ly those living in the (occupied) 
territories." said Mr. Sharon, 
in a' first statement admitting 
the accord can not now be 
blocked as Mr* Netanyahu 
wished. 

^oieign Minister Shimon 
Peres, who secretly .negotiated 
■the accord, jumped on those 
words and described them as 
“more constructive than those 
heard in the Likud ranks." 


Aides of former Foreign 
Minister David Levy, a rival 
for the party leadership, have 
declared that the Likud is now 
' rudderless. Mr. Levy and Mr. 
Netanyahu have not spoken 
since the latter won a bitter 
battle for the top job on March 
25. 

“Netanyahu has not stopped 
attacking the agreement and 
has left us without any way 
out." one of the aides told 
Sunday's Hadashot newspap- 
er. 


Mr. Netanyahu's campaign 
against the agreement has re- 
sembled those of parties furth- 
er to the right using slogans 
such as “Rabin's a traitor.” 
which has brought support 
from radical settlers and ultra- 
religious messianic Jews. 

But it has failed to rally a 
national majority, with opinion 
polls giving more than 60 per 
cent Jewish backing for the 
autonomy agreement. 



Benjamin Netanyahu 


The virulence appears to 
have alienated at least part of 
the party's grassroots with for 
example Guiora Lev. mayor of 
the town of Petah Tikva and a 
central committee member, 
accusing Mr. Netanyahu of 
"giving up." 


He has joined 14 other 
Likud mayors in condemning 
the strategy of the 44-year-old 
former ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations. 

However. Yitzhak Shamir, 
prime minister until ihe elec- 
tions of June 1992, has de- 
fended his successor as party 
boss. 

"The word _ peace has a 
magic power in Israel. The 1 
people are under its charm, but 
they will get over it." Mr. 
Shamir said. 




SHELVING ARMS: Palestinian fighters of 
Fateh gathering their weapons Sunday In Sooth 
Lebanon for storage In tine with the decision of 


Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat to end armed 
s trugg l e against Israel (AFP photo) 


Jordanian- Palestinian panel 
Ion border and security meets 


By a Jordan Times 
. Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A Jordanian- 
Palestinian committee met 
-Sunday for a second day to 
discuss border and security 
issues of mutual concern to 
the East and West Banks of 
the River Jordan, officials 
said. 

Palestinian sources said the 
committee, one of six 
announced on July 10. was 
expected to discuss the move- 
ment of people across the 
river and various aspects of 
security along the borders 
among other things. 

The committee, which first 
met Aug. 24 and adopted 
measures to streamline travel 
of Palestinians in and out of 
the occupied territories, held 
a round of talks at the Armed 
Forces headquarters Satur- 
day and a second round at the 
Foreign Ministry Sunday. 

“We are working on an 
agenda and a joint statement 
will be issued at the end of 
our meeting Monday." said* 
Palestinian source without 
elaboration. 

Major-General Tahsin 
Shurdom and senior Foreign 
Ministry officials attended 
the meeting on the Jordanian 
side while Yazid Sayyeh 
headed the Palestinian team. 

A senior Jordanian official 
said the panel would submit 
its recommendations and sug- 
gestions to a higher 
Jordanian-Palestinian com- 
mittee for approval. “Until 
such time the report is sub- 
mitted the deliberations of ail 
joint committees will not be- 
released." said the official. 

In its Aug. 24 meeting the 
'committee agreed to adopt 
measures to prevent an influx 
of Palestinians from the West 
Bank to Jordan. 


"The idea was to block the 
entry of any massive number 
of Palestinians into Jordan 
after the Israeli authorities 
relaxed travel regulations." 
said a Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) source, 
adding that the move was 
“completely endorsed by the 
PLO." 

Now only West Bankers 
with legitimate business in 
Jordan are allowed in. and 
they are required to leave 
once they complete their 
business, officials have said. 

“We don’t want Palesti- 
nian migration to Jordan." 
said the PLO source, who did 
not want to be named. “We 
want migration in the other 
direction.” 

The source said Israel had 
lifted restrictions on free 
travel of West Bankers under 
25 in what was seen by Jor- 
dan and the PLO as a deliber- 
ate move to encourage 
Palestinians to leave the 
occupied territory seeking 
employment. 

“The situation in th& occu- 
pied territories have deterio- 
rated further after the Israelis 
sealed off the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in March." said 
the source. 

The seaiing-off meant the 
estimated 120.000 Palesti- 
nians who used to earn their 


-the Jewish state. 

The other Jordanian- 
Palestinian committees are 
supposed to handle issues 
sudi as water, refugees, the 
environment, regional dis- 
armament and economic 
cooperation. 

The committee on econo- 
mic cooperate met on Aug. 
24, and is expected to meet 
the first week of October. In 
the meantime, some of the 
members of the committees 
could be reshuffled to ensure 
“more complementarity and 
interaction" since many of 
the issues that concern the 
panels overlap . officials have 
‘said. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
who held talks with the PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat last 
week, has promised to extend 
all assistance and help to the 
PLO to implement its Sept. 
.13 accord reached with 
Israel. ■ - 


living in Israel could not en- 
ter the Jewish state, and this 


/has led to severe financial 
hardships, the source noted. 

Since the closure, Israel, 
coming under intense press- 
ure from Israeli industries 
and construction companies 
• which relied on cheap Palesti- . 
nian labour, issued permits 
for up to 45.000 Palestinians 
to enter and work within the 
"green line.” But the situa- 
tion remains grim for the rest 
of those who used to work in 


“This Jordanian position is 
making things a lot easier for 
both sides to discuss things 
and go ahead with prepara- 
tions for the beginning of the 
autonomy penod on Oct. 
13.” the PLO source said. . 

Under the Israel-PLO 
accord, the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip will have 
Palestinian autonomy for a 
period of five years. Israel 
will withdraw from the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho in four to six 


months, clearing the way for 
ilf-i 


a Palestinian self-rule author- 
ity to take control. 

The rest of the West Bank 
will remain under Israeli con- 
trol but with limited auton- 
omous powers. The final sta- 
tus of the territories will be 
determined in negotiations 
starting not later than the 
third year of self-rule. 


Iraq curbs 
alcohol sale 


AMMAN (AP) — The Iraqi 
government has restricted 
alcohol sales and shut down 
many bars and nightclubs in 
the mostly secular Muslim 
country, diplomats said Sun- 
day. 

President Saddam Hussein's 
government is thought to be 
curbing extravagant lifestyles 
of the elite in an attempt to 
placate the suffering; majority. 
Most of Iraq's 18 million jteo- 
ple are struggling through eco- 
nomic hardships caused by in- 
ternational sanctions. 


The sanctions were imposed 
by the United Nations shortly 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait on 
Aug. 2 1990. 

Adel Ibrahim, a spokesman 
for the Iraqi embassy in Jor- 
dan, said tne measure, intro- 
duced Thursday, was aimed at 
barring Muslims from selling 
alcohol. 

*'It is not a new law.” Mr. 
Ibrahim said. “It is a reinforce- 
ment of a law introduced in the 
1950s.” 

"Nobody was abiding by the 
law and clergymen became irri- 
tated with Muslims who are 
violating the law and Islamic 
teachings." Mr. rbrahim told 
the Associated Press. 

He denied that the measure 
meant banning the sale of alco- 
hol in Iraq. He said Christians 
were permitted to remain in 
•the business. 


Another Iraqi diplomat, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the govern- 
ment has closed 65 night dubs, 
including 20 in Baghdad. 

In addition, nearly 400 bars 
around the country — mostly 
in Mosul. Baghdad and Basra 
— were shut down, he said. 


Libyan lawyer says 
Pan Am trial possible 
only in Switzerland 


• TUNIS (Agendes) — The Li- 
byan lawyer for the two Lock- 
erbie bombing suspects said 
Sunday they would only stand 
trial in Switzerland, ruling out 
their hand over to the United 
States or Britain before an 
Oct. 1 deadline for increased 
sanctions. 

Lawyer Ibrahim Legwell 
told Reuters the two men 
could not expect a fair trial in 
the United States and Britain. 

“But there is nothing to pre- 
vent such a fair trial in Switzer- 
land." he said. 

He had informed the Swiss, 
British and U.S. governments 
they were ready to stand trial 
in Switzerland, he added. 

Mr. Legwell said that with 
the help of U.S. and Scottish 
lawyers he had started proce- 
dures to challenge the indict- 
ment in the United States and 
Scotland. 

The United States and Bri- 
tain in November 1991 issued 
arrest warrants for Abdul 
Baset Ali Mohammad Al 
Mewgrahi and Al Amin Khali- 
fa Fhimah for allegedly plant- 
ing the bomb that blew up Pan 
Am Flight 103 and killed 270 
people over Lockerbie. Scot- 
land. in December 1988. 

A Libyan newspaper has cal- 
led on Libyans to declare holy 
war on the United States and 
Britain ro avenge those killed 
in 1986 U.S. air raids on Tripo- 
li and Benghazi. « 

Al Shams newspaper said 
Saturday in an editorial enti- 
tled “our blood is not soap 
foam" that Libyans are tired of 
being potential scapegoats for 
any act of "terrorism " or acci- 


dent that occurs in the West. 

“Is our blood so cheap and 
do we have to be terrified of 
any car accident that occurs in 
the streets of Western cities 
because they would not refrain . 
from accusing us of master- 


minding the accident by put- 
driv- 


ting sleeping pills in the 

er's coffee,*' said the newspap- 
er. 

The editorial, carried the 
official JANA news agency 
monitored in Cairo, said Li- 


byans cannot accept this sort of 
Unit 


treatment by the United States 
or Britain anymore. 

_ "The American administra- 
tion and the British govern-* 
ment shed our blood with im- 
punity in Tripoli and Benghazi - 
following an incident in Berlin 
... once more the Americans 
and the British come up with 
another accusation, the Pan 
Am crash over Lockerbie." 

U.S. warplanes raided the 
two Libyan dries after a blast 
in a Berlin nightclub fre- 
quented by U.S. soldiers was 
blamed on Tripoli. Libya said 
41 people were killed in the 
raids. 

“Our nerves are stretched 
and we cannot bear more ... 
the only thing left is to fight 
them and smash their heads - 
just as they smashed the skulls 
of our children, disembowelled 
our women .and abused our 
elderly." rhe paper said. 

“We should now declare war 
on America and Britain with 
all our weapons, and fight with 
our teeth and nails and take 
our revenge with our own 
hands and declare that the time 
for jihad has come.” 



Yeltsin attends 
Rostropovich 
concert 
on Red Square 


MOSCOW (AFP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin joined thousands 
of people gathered on Red 
Square Sunday to hear a con- 
cert of the U.S. National Sym- 
phony Orchestra led by Mstis- 
lav Rostropovich, the famous 
Russian cellist and conductor. 
Mr. Yeltsin, accompanied by 
‘bodyguards, shook hands with 
a number of persons in the 
audience and kissed Mr. Ros- 
tropovich’s wife, Galina Vish- 
nevskaya, prior to the start of 
the concert which was being 
broadcast live on Ostankino 
Central CIS Television. Ignat 
Solzhenitsyn, one of the sons 
of the exiled former dissident 
author Alexander Solzhenit- 
syn, was the pianist for the 
concert, organised to com- 
memorate the 100th 
anniversary of the death of 
Pyotr Tchaikovsky. The 
orchestra, which also per- 
formed here Saturday at the 
Moscow Conservatory in a 
concert attended by Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin, opened Sunday with 
Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture 
and Prokofiev's Alexander 
NevsJd final cantata. The bells 
of the Kremlin rang out during 
the crescendo in die finale of 
the 1812 Overture and canons 
exploded on Red Square, 
where the concert was being 
held in chilly weather with the ' 
temperature around seven de- 
grees centigrade. Mr. Yeltsin 
and the rest of the audience 


applauded enthusiastically af- 
ter the overture finished and 


bells rang out while members 
of the audience presented Mr. 
Rostropovich with bouquets of 
flowers. 


Stripper’s lover 
allegedly mulched, 
made into cement 


SANFORD, Florida (R) — 
Topless dancer Michele Ro- 
ger’s violent fights with her 
rock band drummer boyfriend 
could scarcely have had a more 
gruesome climax — : police 
allege' she stabbed, burned 
and mulched him, before mix- 
ing his remains in cement. 
Police in Seminole County, 
Florida said Friday Rogers and 
family members who helped 
her dispose of the body then 
left a trail of cement chips 


down Interstate 95, a highway 
that runs through central Flor- 


ida. A slender woman with 
hip-length bleached blonde 
hair, she was being held with- 
out bail Friday. She was 
arrested on second degree 
murder charges earlier this 
week after co-workers testified 
before a grand jury. The cou- 
ple apparently fought often 
over her job as a topless dancer 
at Cabaret Internationale and 
other dubs. Police had been 
investigating the disappear- 
ance of David Alexander, 28, 
for a year. Ms. Roger, 27, told 
informants in secretly tape re- 
corded conversations that she 
stabbed him to death in their 
condominium in Oviedo, a 
town in central Florida, said 
Seminole County Sheriff’s 
spokesman George Proescbcl. 


“She contacted her family. 


they came over, removed 

body, brought it to a field they 
owned and burned it to a 
skeleton," Mr. Proeschel 
said. “Then they toolc the 
skeleton, put it through a wood 
chipper, and poured the re- 
mains in concrete." “When the 
concrete dried, they chipped it 
up and took a ride down Inter- 
state 95 towards Miami, throw- 
ing it out the window along the 
way." 


Physician injects 
TV hostess with 
used needle 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
doctor demonstrating flu shots 
live on ABC-TVs “Home” 
show mistakenly injected hos- 
tess Sarah Purcell with the 


- — ■■■ - Ult 

same syringe he bad just used 
on host Gr 


-v . Collins. A 

shaken Dr. Edward Gilbert 


• ,. , . “IIUVU 

immediately realised his mis- 
take, which meant Mr. Collins 
would have to be tested for 
AIDS to make sure he had no 
infection that could be spread 
to Mis Purcell by sharing nee- 

dU ?'i I g ? vc y° u an injection 
and I don t want this on televi- 
sion, he said. “Well, it’ s too 
late, now what?" Miss Purcell 
responded. “I have two nee- 
dles here and I gave you his ” 
aid Dr. raiben.-Tmgoingto 
pe on national news.” “This 
isn’t a joke, is it?" Miss Purcell 
Jjsjwd- “No. it i$ not,” tire 
Jfoctor said. Mr. Colbns and 
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